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Esay 57.15. | 
| For thus (aiththe tigh and loftie One that ine | 
| habiteth cternity , whofe Name is holy I | 
dwell inthe hich and holy place ; that is, in | 
heaven, which is his throne : asd I will | 
dwell with his that is of 4 contrite and | 
humble (pirit, to revive the heart of the | 
humble, andthe heart of the contrite ones. 


avex| Here are two maine parts of | 
B)geithe preparative worke for : 
Bs Chrift : | 
PSNG)  Firft, the manner of the | 
yeas] worke on Gods part : and | 

= this difcoversit felfe inthefe | 
| two particulars. | 
| ¥eIn propofing Chrift in the Minifterie | 
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| Expof. 


|. Gods two 
: houles. 


: How he 


dwels in. 


‘ theheart. — | 


ee | The broken Heart. 


of the Gofpell, as the moft beautiful 


- felfesas in that place, lobs 6 44.Noman can 


temper of the heart that God workes upon 


| ment inhand: 


‘| the Verle: 2 dwell with bim that is of a bro- 


ae - neh lgaah ee Sy 


1 ob- 
je& whichthe foule can view or affe&, Pfal. 
3.129 Cant.5 9.-with 61. Hgae 
a. That God doth by an holy kind of vio. 
lence plucke the finner from finne to him- 


come to me, except the Father whith bath feut 
mse,draw hin. 2 Se 


The fecond is on our patts a rame and | 


us by this holy kind of violent drawing. 
This difcovers it felfe in thefe two parti- 
culars: | ) wa 
~-y Contrition. 
2 Humiliation. ee noe 
Forthe handling of thefe two, wee have | 
chofen this place of Scripture. And Lin. | 
tend not to trade with every particularinthe 


Verfe, but fo much in itas fitceth my intend- |. 


; 2 


Thatwhich I aime at, isin the middle of | 


ken beart. Give me leave to open the words. 
Thegreat God of heaven, thar inhabiteth 
eternity in glory, for the comfort of every 
poere broken-hearted finner, faith, hee will 
“well with him. The Lord hath but two 
ftanding houfes; the one is in heavenin glo- 
rie, the other is every broken heart, andeve- } 
ry fhivered foule. 7 q 
Now howdoth God dwell in the na 
| re) 


_ P be broken Heart. 


of a poore finner ? The Apoftle, Ephe/.3. | 
17. tells us, Chrift dwells in our hearts by 

faith : and it implies the conftant abode of | 
Chriftby his Spirit in the foule, being re- | 
ceived , and entertained by faith. So that | 
firfithere muft bee a broken heart, before | 
there can bee faith, or before Chrift will | 
dwellin our hearts to our comfort. Confi- | 
der what akind of heart it muft be wherein 

Ged will dwell. It muftbeean humble and | 
a thivered fpirit. Hee dwells in heaven by 

his glory : yet, thoughthou wert as low as | 
hell in thy felfe, God will come and take 

+ Segoe of thy heart’ marvellous graci- | 
outly. } | ; 

7s the words, fo farre as they concerne | 
my purpole, the thing mainly obfervable is, 
the neceffitie,and éxcellencie of this broken 
and humble foule. It isthe only receptacle 
of the Lord Iefus Chrift. If you will have 
Chrift and graceto dwell in you, you mutt | 
get humble fpirits. : 

" Sothe DoGrinein generall from henceis | yp # 
this : The foule muff bee broken and humbled, | None bur | 
before the Lord lefus Chrift can,or will dwell | poe Drole 
therein, and before faith can be wreaght there» | houte for 
#. Theremuft beecontrition, before there | Chrift. 

| will bee an inhabitation of Chrift in the | 
foule. : | | 
As men, {pecially great men , will have | 
their houfes ayred, beforethey come to lie | 
B | 


~The broken Heart. 


ae 


there; fo this contrition is thé ayring, or 
{weeping of thefoule,that fo ic may bein- 
habited. This was typified and foretold in 
-theoldlaw. When the people of Ifrael were 
to goe into the Land of Canaan ( which 
fhadowed the kingdome of grace here, and 
of glory hereafter ) they muft goe through 
the vatt, terrible, troublefome, and roaring 
wilderneffe,and throughthofe ftreights and 
extreme hazzards, before God brought 
them ro the Land of Promife. Whereby the 
Lord typifiedthus much unté us, that be- 
fore the foule can bee truely poffeffed of 
Chrift, ic miuft goe through thefe rockiec 
wayesof contritionand humiliation, Hef. 
2.14. Therefore behold, I will allure ber, and 
| bring her into the wilderneffe, and {peake 
{44 aperien- | conefortably to ber. And in verf.15. J will 
Auer, =| gtweberthe valley of Achor for the dore of | 
| hope, ana fhee {hall fing there, as inthe dayes 
of her youth, and as inthe dayes when fhe came 
| out of Egypt. Compare that 15. verfe with 
The floods | Jefjua 7.25. The doore of hope ts nothing 
ee dore | elie, butthe expectation of all good things 
| of hope. from God, which hee hath promifed. And 
! here remember the ftory of Achor : Achas 
had ftollen che wedge of gold, and the Ba. 
bylonifh garment, and therefore God de- 
parted away from the Campe. Now the 
Lord purfued him, and-caufedthe people to 
ftone him with ftones; and they called the | . 
° : place s 


| place, The alley of Acher , to ‘this 
| The Valley of trouble and ‘afliGion: The | 


| Ashe did before in the time Of 1ofhua's “hee | 
| firftfubdued Achan, and then hee gavethem | 


| behad faids I-will-give them the Valley ‘of | 
| contritienand humiliation for the Gare¥d . 
| all comfore and fweer refrefhing, heré aid | 

| hereafter?) So you muft goc through the | 
| Wilderneffe to this'\Valley:of Achor; before | 
| youcan cometo this doore of hope; tothis | 
| Land of Canaan: youmut ftope thefecor- | 
| ruptions of yours, which havetroubled the | 
| Spirit of God, and then there is a doore of | 
| hope fet open for you. i | 


| why the Lord Iefus Chrift was fent: a5 Ifa. | 
| 61.3.2. The Spirit of the Lord is Upon wece, | 
| (faith 1/aiahin the ftead of Chrift,) decaufe | 
| the Lord hath annointed see to preach glad | 
| tydings unto the mceke, hee hath [cat mee to | 
| bind up the broken. hearted, to proclaime ti. | 
| bertic tothe captives, and to comfort all that | 
moarne. Nay, the Lord hath hot onely fent | 
| Chrift tothis end, and promifed this, but he | 
| hath done as hee did promife. And this is | 
| the conditionupon which he hath promifed | 
| and given all comfort to his people : asin | 
| Pfal.34.18. The Lord is nigh unto thems that | 
: 
j 


Pe Se 


Lord hath reference ta:his former: dealing 


fincceffe againft all their ‘adverfaries GA Wis | 


Andas it was foretold, fo it was the end | 


ree) hie 


Se 
Accomplie 
fhed. 


are of abrokenheart, and faveth fuch as be of | 
tall 2 alle Titan _ 4 60R- 


acontrite [pirit.. Hee is neere them, to com- 
fort them’y and to <ffift then, and deliver 
them and thus ithe:Saints of God have — 
foundit;as 2 Chron.33.12. where the Text 
‘faith;tharcatenaffes humbled himfelfe wig he 
tily kefore the Lord, and bee found peace to 
his foile ; and the Lord pardon:d his fiane, 
Hee was a mighty finner, and had mighty 
‘tebellions, and mighty pride of heart, and 
therefore the Lord laid him as low as the 
duft, chough hee were a King. As hee had 
| beene a mighty finner, fo hee was now a |. 
| mighty patterne of humiliation 5 and the 
| Lord had mercy on him. 3 
Tworeafons | ‘The reafons and grounds of Gods difpen- 
of the point. | F+ion this way; arethefe two efpecially. 
1 Whether we confider the receiving of | 
taith,and Chrift withit; or, ge 
2. The keeping and maintaining of faith, 
being received. In both thefe it is plaine, 
that God will breake our hearts, before hee 
gives us Chrift or faith. I fay, itis neceffa- 
ry in the way of hisprovidence. 
|" Itisan efpeciall meanes to make way 
| for faith,and for Chrift, becanfe all the lets: 
| and impediments which hinder theentrance 
| of faith into the foule, are removed by-hu- 
| miliation- and brokenneffe of {pitit. Now: 
befides many-other bolts and {prings (asina 
| locke thereare many {prings and little bolts, 
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maine bolts which make the foule uncapable , 
of faith, which being removed, faith will | 
come into the foule. ) 
The firftlet whichisan hinderance tothe | 
worke of faith, isthis: thereis a fettled kind 
of contentment which the foule taketh up in 
its owne eftate : and the heart of a finfull 
creature fitreth downe well apaid in that fin- 
full miferable condition wherein he is, and 
hee defireth no others aay, hee would have | 
no changein this kind. This is one maine | 
bolt which ftoppeth the way, and keepeth | 
faith from comming into the heart. -This is | 
the frame of every mans heart naturally. So | 
| we fecin Dewt.29.19. And if it come to paffe, | 
| that when hee beareth the wo: ds of this curfe, | 
that he bieffe himfelfe in his heart, faying, I | 
fhall have peace, though I walke.in the 1magin | 
vation of mine ewne heart, er adde drankcne | 
weffetothirfi : The Lord will net {pare him 
but the anger of the Lord, and his jralonfie 
foall {moake againft that man, and all the cur. | 
festhat are written inthis beoke, hall fall upors 
him, and the Lord fhall blot bis name from un. | 
der heaven. People bleffe themfelves in their | 
| condition, notwithftanding all the promifes | 
| of blefling, and threatning of judgement. If | 
any man have fuch a roor of bitterneffe.in | 
him, and fhall bleffe himfelfe in this condi- | 
tion, and fay, 1 will promife my felfe anhap- | 
py end, let Mofes threatén whathecan: I tell 
: B 
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F. : 

- thee, the wrath of the Lord fhall fmoake a- 
gainft thatman. See that notable place in 
Job 21.14, It imports fo much: For they 
faid toGod, Depart from us, for wee defire 
not the knowledge of thy wayes : that is, wee | 
areas we would be. When whollome coun- 
fels and exhortations are miniftred, namely, 
that they would take up a better courfe, and 
be more holy before God, and yeeld obe- 
dienceto him in his Word 3; and the Mini- 
fter biddeth them take a farewell of their 
pleafiires and: profits, and they thinke wee 
invite them to loffe : now all the while that | 
| apoore finnér quiets his heart in this condi- 
tion, itismeerely impoffible, Cin the courfe | 
| Of providence,) nay, it is a flat contradiGi- 
on, that ever grace fhould be beftowed upon © 
that foule,;or that ever faith fhould come | 
there. For faith purgeth the heart, wherefo- | 
ever it comes : as the Apoftle faith, 2 €er.5. | 
| vcd things are become xew,all old things | 
\ ave paffed away. Theremuftbea new frame | 
| of theheart, and a new courfe of life and 
| converfation. Now forthe fouletoapprove — 
| Of itscondition, and yet defireto goe out of 
| it, thefe’ewo cannot ftand together in rea- | 
| fon; and therefore know, that while people. 

| pleafe themfelvesin this condition, and, let 
| che Minifter fay, what he will, and Iét God 
| réveaié what hee will, ftill they thinkethey 
| Cannot béin a bettereftate I fay it isimpoft 
Ne ! fible, | 
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fible, that ever, upon thefe termes, faith | 
fhould come into the heart : for faith will | 
bring achange. Therefore when the Lord |. 
will doe good toa foule, hee will make him | 
{ee his finnes, and make hinr weary of them, | 
and tire him withthe fenfe of his condition, |. 
and fhew himthe neceffity of faith, andthat | 
he muft bea new man: andthen heis content | 
totake that way, whereby he may be better | 
_difpofed of by the Spirit of God. In the | \ 
Gofpell the phrafeisthis, Te whole weed wot | Matg.t2: ‘ b 
the Phyfitian. Hethinkes himfelfe well, and | | 
therefore what need hegoetoPhyfick And } S, 
itis fo in common reafon.No mancan reare | i Z 
| upanewhoufe, buthe muft firft pull downe | | 
theold. If aman be fith-whole, what need | | y 
doth he fee of Chrifty’as: many people fe | | 
ho need of this humbling, and this ftri@. | | x 
neffe, and they thinke they love God intheir | i y 
owne apprehentfion, and therefore they qui- | | < 
et themielves in that condition, But God | | | X 
| will plucke downe this old ‘frame, and then | | 7 
there is a way to build a new frame in the | cK 
heart. Before the heart is broken, the foule | 
would not bee otherwife, and therefore it | 
| cannot be content to be tnder the power of | 
faith, which would worke a change of the | 
__ Thefecond maine hinderance of faith is | a.Lé 
this: Suppofe the foule were fenfible of its | Te {eke 3 I 
condition,and were wounded and cee | arhome: i; 
ang | . 


The broken Heart. 


and. could bee content to have cale and re- 
liefe : yet the foule feeketh for fuccour from 
its owne(ufficiencie : and when as the Word 
hath difcovered our condition unto us, and 
now we fee we have need of reliefe, we have 
recourfe to.fome fhift of our owne. And this 
doth wonderfully croffe and oppofé faith: 
nay, faith cannot comeinto the foule, till the 
Lord undermine this corruption of heart. 
Thisis afruitof Adams rebellion ;for when 
the Lord put into his hands a ftocke of 
grace, that hee was made.perfe@ly happy 
and righteous, andable to doe whatfoever 
God commanded, while hee continued in 
this eftate of innocencie, hee needed not to 
goeout of himfelfeto find fuccour and re- 
liefe, he had no need of Chrift. This is the 
fintull cemper that hangeth upon all the po- 
fteritie of ddam, that (though fallen from 
God ) wewill fcramble for our owne com - 
fort, and doe what wee can by our owne 
ftrength to procure comfort, .and eafe, and 
thelrer to eur ownefoules inthe day of di- 
ftreffe. Happely God layetha man upon his 
ficke bed , and awakeneth-his.confcience s 
and in this condition men will promife and 
relolve any thing, that, if God would {pare 
them, they would doe any dutie to set Gods 
favour toward them; and they thinke itis 
fome outward reformation of fome ungod- 
ly pradtifes that will give God contentment: 
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fT he broken Feate, 


and fothey reft in themfelves ftill. And 


benee it isy that after agteat deale of hor- 


ror of confcience, in ¢onclufion they fall 


backe to their old courfes, or elfe they con- “| 
tent themfelves with an outward and overly 


reformation of life, and’ take up a calme ci- 


vilized courfe, till they come to their death- 


bed, and then their hearts faile them : and 
the reafon isthis, becaufe the heart was fie- 
ver throughly humbled. And it may be a 


man thinkes,if he fhall now pray, and heare, . 


and doefome duties, then all will bee well, 
never feeing an utter infufficiencie in him- 


| felfe, that hee may receive mercie fromthe | 
Lord. This isthe loweftand laft hinderance -| 
Of all, andthere is nothing more croffe to 


faith thanthis. It iscomrfionly the thift that 
Satan puts upon men in: their troubles, 
meercly to make them doe fomething our 
of: their good ‘parts, and good gifts, and 
there to reft themfelves, and fo. to finke 


downé intothe Pit before they bee aware. 


Now this croffeth the worke of faith : for 
thenature of faith is this ;:itis the going out 
of the fouleto another, and to ee all-{uffi- 
ciencie in another, and to fetch all‘from ae 


to {ee all-fufticiencie in Chrift, thefe two 
cannot ftand together. So that while the 
fouleis thus poffefed with his owne fuflici- 
encieto procure eafe to himfelfe, it is cer. 


taine 


Ik 


‘By faith the 
foule goeth 
out toano~ 

ther for all. 


| fufficienctes ° 
nother. To havefupplyin amans felfe,and | 
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contrition tooke away the former hinde- 


liatien, whereby hee fhuts backe this bole, - 
and makes him to fee an utter inabilitie in | 


. For there are many finnes which formerly | 
he hath committed, and many weakneffés | 
_and wants whereof heis guilty. Now when | 
_thisis done, thenthe barre is removed, and | 
and humiliation. Confiderthat place r cer, | 


| foole, that bemay bewife : andifany man will | 


. himfelfe; and then the Lord willdee it for 


Now thefebeingtaken away, the foule is fit 


taine this ftopsthe worke of faith, and hin: 
dersthe pouring in of faith into the foule, | 
whereby you: fhould goe wholly. out of 
your felves, and fetchall from Chrift. 3 
Therefore marke now what followes. As 


rance, fo the Lord hath this worke of humi- 


himfelfe to procure or receive any good. | 


thelets taken away by thefetwo, contrition | 
3.18. 1f any maswould be wife, hee maf be 4 | 


bemade rich, hee muft fee himfelfe poore, | 
and if any man will have fuccour in his mi- | 
ferie, he muft {ee himfelfe unable to relieve’ | 


him. Therecannotbe faith inthe foule, if | 
either of thefe doeremainein the foule till, | 


toreceivethe worke of faith, As it is with 
aman that wouldtakea graft from atree,and } 
eraft itinto anew ftocke,firftit mutt be cut | 
off from the old,andthen,fecondly,be pared: | 
and made fit for the other : fo it is here; all | 
the finfull fonnes of mengrow upontheroot | 
ae | 
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roken Heart, 


The b 


of Adams rebellion, and wee profper and | 


thrive there. Adam was the oldand wild O. | 
live, and Chrift the true Vine, and thenew | 


Olive, Now before wee can betran{planted 


from the old Oliveinte thetrue Olive,God | 
mutt firft cur us off from our old finnes by 


| contrition; and fecendly, pare usand fitus | 
by humiliation : and then wee are fit to be | 
_ Ingrafted inte Chrift. Where thefe two | 


graces are wrought, the foule cannot be | 


void of faith - and as furely as God is in hea- | 


ven, hee willundoubtedly poure faith inte | 
thefoule. | | 
 Sothefubftanceis this : If by this broken- 


_ Reffeof heart, and this contrition and humi- | 
_liation of fpirit, the two maine barres and 
lets of faith are removed, thenit is neceflary 


that God worke this in the foule. Butthe | 


_firft part is cleered, and marvellous plaine, | 


and therefore the other cannotbe denied. If } 
you will bein your finnes,and.in yoarfelves, | 


youcannot bein Chrift: you cannot bee int - 


your felves andin Chrifttoo. Thisis enough | 


‘forthe firft argument, and it is the life ofthe | 


oint. ; 
; 2.This brokenneffe of heart is marvel- 
lous neceffary, becanfe by this meanes faith 
is preferved. For when the heart is truly | 
broken,there followesthis thing ; The foule | 
prizeth faithand Chrift, and is thankfull for | 
the leaft meicy God giveth.. Hee that ftands | 


| the Lord, 


| many miferies: and whenthe Lord had eafed 
| him, and freed him, fee how hee reafons 


- | fee free, and. every bondman, and every | 


| The acceptas 
i ble yeare of 
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| money, cared not for this yerre; butthe fer 
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The broken Heart. 


inneed, willbe thankfull for any mercy or 
favour e asin Pfal.35.10. 4UL my bones fhad 
fay, Lord, wha é like unto thee? Me.thinkes 
[fee David in his diftreffe, befieged with 


with himfelfe:O Lord, the heart that chou 
haft healed, this broken {pirit that thou haft | 
bound up, nay, all thefe bones which were 
once fhattered all to pieces, thou haft fet 
them againe, and they thallfay, Lord, who zs 
like unte thee ? Asif hee had faid, Here ts 
mercy indeed, for mine heart hath found it, 
and mine eye hath feeneit, and mine hands, 
and all my bones can fay, Lord, who ts like 
watothee? Before he was burthened with his 
fins,and new he prizeth mercy wonderful- 
ly. One dramme of faith is worth a hundred 
thoufand worlds to a weary burthened 
foule- Asit was withthe Iewes, they hada 
-yeare of Iubilee, wherein every fervant was 


debtour fet at libertie : this is nothing elfe 
but the yeare of the Gofpell, and the glad 
tydings of Salvation thatis off.redto all in 
thefame. The Matter, or hee that lencsthe 


vant andthe borrowers, they only longed 
| for that yeare, and for that day, that they 
might be delivered.Soitis here with a poore 


foule:hethat never feltthe burthen, northe 
| | bondage 
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wheels EAs : 


orprofit? thathe will never doe. 


| checks the opinion and practice of two forts 


| heartfitted and prepared,thehoufemuttbec | heart, 


Phe btoke 


bondage of finne, cares not for theglad ty- 
dings of the Gofpell ; but the poore oppref- 
fed cfeature, that hath beene in the houfe of | 
bondage by Satan tempting, and his owne |: 
fintull heart plaguing him, wheacthe day of 
falvation is offered, he receivesitthankfully. 
And, asthe foule prizeth grace, fo it will | 
hardly part withit, when ic hath it, becaufe 
it was got with fo much difficulty Weufero 

fay, Lightly come, lightly goe : but: when 
thefoule hath gotten faith with fo much dif. 
ficulty, and had many troubles of foule, be-. | 
fore ever God gave an aflured evidence of | 
his love and favour, hee willnot {uffer finne | 
or Satanto plucke itaway. Oh, it coft him 
many a heavie heart, and many a trouble- 
fomeday, beforehe gota little mercy, and- 
thall hee now part with ic for a little pleafure 


niicart gy 


‘Then it is very reafonable, that God: 
fhould wounda man, and breakehisheartto | 
make him tafte his meat;andto telifh mercy.. 
Thus-you fee the heart muft bee broken and: | 
humbled, before the Lord Chrift will come 
todwell therein. | | 

Now whav’sthe Uifee: 
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Of reproefe , 
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comfort 
without broe § 
kenancile of | 


of people. If this be Gods way, thatbefore | 
he will comeinto the foule, he muft have the 
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r | andthatthey have made a faire profeffion, 
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ayred: then (I fay ) ic confutes the conceits 


ofacompany of carnall perfonsthat beeia 
the world. — aN ; 
ze The meere civill Profeffour,that would 


| fleepe in a whole skinne: hee could be con- 
| centco have heaven, and mercy, and hee ho- 


pethhe is inthe right way sbutthis melting 


| of the foule, and this bruifing of the heart 


ismore than God requireth, or more than 
God looketh for: onely he hath invented a 


| new way, anda fhorter cut to heaven than 
| ever God revealed. Hee thinkes fome me- 


lancholy man only may bee troubled and 
pesplexeds but otherwife itis notthat which 


| God requireth at the hands of men. And 


therefore aftera fleepie kind of profeffion, 
without any life, or power, or foundneffe, 
hegoes on: lob 21.13. They [pend their dayes 
in eafe, faith the Text, and is a moment goe 


| downe to bell. There are a world of poore 
| finners that are thus deluded: and becaufe 
| God hath giventhem fome reftraining grace 
| tokeepe them within compafie, therefore 
| they goeon in a kind of chearfull conten- 
| tedneffe, and thinke that all is well. And. 
| when they come to their ficke-beds, they 


have nothing to fay for themfelves ; nay,we 
cannot force comfort upon them, for thea 
they flie out, and fay itis not forthem. And 
if wee tell them of whatthey have done, 


and | 
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and have prayed, and donemany duties,and 
| beenewellaccounted of, and fo forth: {ee 
whatthey anfwer: [tis true, have done this, 
or that, butthisis enely the outfide: but oh, 
| this heart of mine was never broken truely, 
 onely I reformed my felfe outwardly, and 
| madéa profeffion indeed, but the bottome 
Was never truly laid. As itisin failing, foie 
is in living. Though a man have a faire 
| calme day, and fee the Sunne, yet this will 
not bring him tothe haven : he muft have a 
wind todrivethe hip, Soit is with many a 
finfull creature inthe world: hee puts forth 
| toSea,and he will needes goe to heaven,and 
taketh a {weet kinde of fleepie lazie courfe, | 
and will reforme himfelfe outwardly,but his. | 
heart was never broken-nor humbled : hee 
will never be landed, before hee was never 
toffed. Toffed hee muft bee, and that with 
fome violencetoo : but this man that was 
nevertroubled; fhall never bee comforted. 
Thave obferved ir; as ic was inthe material] 
Temple which So/omen built, all theftones 
were hewed and polithed before they were 
putin the building : fo here Chrift is the 
Temple, and every true Chriftian: is a: ftone 
for it,asthe Apoftle Peter faith, 1 Pet.2.5; 
Ye al(o as linely flonesbe made a fpiritual houfe. 
| Will the ftones come clofe together in any 
building, except firftthey be hewed and fit- 

ted? or wil the heart ever come toclofe oi : 

| God, | 


| God, exceptit be humbled and broken? fo 
| thofe knotty proud hearts of yours muft be 

planedand hewed, before you willreftupon — 
God for mercy, or yeeld obedience to him. | 
| Howfarre God breaketh and humbicth, we 
- will thew afterward, | 

2, This may full heavie upon the Brave 
Spirits, and boone Gallants of the world, 
that are not able to feeand approvethis bros 
Lennefle of heart inethers; they countita | 
womanith and weake kinde of difpofition, 
| and makeamockeofthis humility of hearts | 
| and-whenGod hath wounded, and humbled 
a poore finer, they tread upon him, and fol- 
low him with defperate difgraces, reproa- 
ches, anddifcouragements. I need not mens 
tion their language in this cafe; 1 with wee | 
were freed from them. What fay they? 
And are you one of theft brokenhearts and 
cender confciences? ‘Take heed how you | 
finne: for if youdee; you nault. weepe,out | 
your eyes, and mope out your dayes in a 
| corner, even for ever. Good Lord, isit pof- 
| fible that ever there fhould reft fuch iahu- | 
| mane, defperate, divellifh prophannefie in | 
+ the heart of any manupon earth? Let mec | 
| preffea paffageortwoto this end, thatfuch | 
as are guiltie ofthis.finne, may take notice of 
it; as there are too many of them in this [ 
age. This argues a manalmoft forfaken of 
| God, and (T had almoft faid ) referved to 
' | everlafting 


_ proved,who | 
diflike bros 
kennefle of 
_ heart ino- 
thers, 
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| ¢everlafting deftruction. There isno greater 
| token,thatGod never purpofech any good 
tothatman. Confider that place in P/al.69. 
23224525, 26,27;28. The holy Prophet | 
makes many feartulimprecations,as though | 
| he would pluck juftice from heaven : Let | 
| their eyes be darkened that they fee wot. and | 
make their loynes continaally to fhake.Poure out | 
thine indignation nponthem,and let thy wrath- 
ful anger takelold upon them. Oh what a 
ftrange paflage is this, that a man that was 
| inward with.God, fhould-rend the heavens | 
to pull downe vengeance thence for fuch 
men! Whoare all 

fome Divels. incar 


: 


his confcience awakened,it would make him 
_ tremble. Thou that haft bin an enemy to the 
- Saints of God,and becaufetheSaints of God 


_ and I grieved him too. His was the forrow, 


.thepeopleof Ifraclcame from Egypt, 4ma- 
_ lek tooke advantage againft them when they 


“Te broken Hear. 


cry mightily, and dare not doe as they have 
done,to joyne with thee in thy wicked cour- 
fess wilt thou (I fay) reproach them,and lay 
more burthen upon them, and fay, What, 
you have had Sermons enow ? Now you are 
wounded, and you muft mourne, and you 
muft be holy. ‘The God of heaven hath fpo- 
ken this by his holy Prophet David, who 
knew thofe wicked wretches. Though I 
know-none fuch( it may be) for the while, 
yetno queftion there be fuch in the Congre- 
gation. He that now makesa mocke of con- | 
trition, fhall breake for ever ; and he that will 
not now be broken, fhall have the wrath of 
God to burne in his heart for ever in hell. 
The Lord in mercy breakethe hearts of fuch 
men, and make them to fay, Good Lord, 
isthisthe brand of a reprobate and what ? 
fhallmy name be blotted out ofthe booke of 
life ¢ I have perfecuted fuch and fucha man, 
and {uch a woman : the Lord grieved'him, 


but mine was the fin, and fhall bee my fhame 
for ever, for ought Iknow. 
Another paflageis, De#.25.17,18,19. When 


were weake.. Remember (faith the Text) 
; what 
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whit Amalek did unto thee by the way, when 
youcame forthof Egypt. H.w hee {rote thee 
wheathon wert fain: and weary, Therefore tt 
[ball be when the Lord thy God fhall ‘give thee 


reft fron all thine enemies, that thon foals bist — 


eut the remembrance of Anzalek from under 
heaven. And 1 Sam.15.2,3. feyenty yeares 
aiter, the Lord remembred that. For 
the Text faith, J remensher what Amalek did 


| to Track, how bee laid wait for him in the way 


when be came out of Eeypt. Newtherefaore ZOE 
and [mite Amalek,ax utterly deftroy all that 
they have, both infants and [ucklings, andox- 
e#,andthe like, What this Amalck did, ¢- 
ven fo doethefe wicked men. Whenapoore 
fouleis humbled, and will forfake his finnes 
and his wicked wayes,and: he eroweth faint 


| and feeble-hearted, and wonderfull heavie 


burthened, wilt thou now turne Avalek ¢ 
Wilt thou_kill him :that is:now. burthened 
under the heavie «wrath of God? and wilt 
thou now raile upon him ¢ Curle Cimaiek, 
I will remember him, faith God. Take heed 


_ left God remember thee, and root outthee 
| andthy pofteritie from under-heaven, Nay; 


the Lord himfeife, and all the Saints doe 
rejoyce in the ruime and deftru@ion of an 


ungodly wretch : as in the example of | 


Deeg, Pfalme 52.3,4,5. Thou loveft evil 
more thas good , and lying rather then to 


| Speake righteoufnelfe. Selah, Thon boveft all | 


| _ The broken Heart. 
deveuring words, 0 thou falfe tongue. God fhak 
| Likewife deffroy thee for ever,pee fall take thee 
away aud pluckethee out of thy dwelling place. 
Selab. Thou loveft grieving words. Well: 
God will fervethee in thy kind ; and when 
thouartin hell, the righteous fhall rejoyce 
over thee, and fay, Lord, this is he that grie- 
ved the hearts of fuch as were humbled : this 
ishe that hada proud herrt, and {corned to | 
be humbled, and therefore fhalleverlafting- | 
Jydedamned. The Divels themfelves will 
rejoyce in thy torments,and fay, What, are | 
you become liketous ¢ Thisis the man that 
{corned to bee humbled , and to have his 
heart broken : what, ishee come downe to 
hellnow ? The hearts of the damned {hall | 
be enlarged to glory in thy confufion, In- 
deedif a poore foulefeeleany weight of fin 
upon him, thenall the Towneis up in armes 
againft him. Oh feeyour finne, and coeand 
breake your hearts for this finne. Diflike not 
in others, what yourfelves are boundto be, 
andtodoe. This of thefirt Ule. 
© 2. Ic is a word of dire@ion and inftru- 
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Hi 
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Vie 2. 
Teeeee | ion, how to get this grace at the hands of 
ort, DegiIn An | a l : 
roan | God; goe Gods way, and goe theready 


way: If ever thou wilt receive grace from 
| God, doethat which God doth : as He/ea 2. 
| 14. Behold, Iwill allure her,and bring ber t#- 
| tothe wilderne(je, and {peake comfortably to 
| ber, Bethroughly wounded firit, ene 
7 ooke 


T be broken Heart. 
lookeforcomfortand eafe. Asit wasinthe | 
Sacrifices of thelaw, they did firtt kill the | 
Sacrifice, before they did offer it, and firtt 
they did pound theincenfe, then burncit - fo | 
your foules muft be broken by true contriti- | 
on, before you can receive any comfort : as | | 

inloel 2. Rent your hearts, and not your gar= | york 433, | 
| ents, and then tarneto the Lord, Firftrent | 
the heart, and then offer the heart in facrifice | 
to God. We ule firft to burne the waxe, and | 
then feale with it. As it is with veffels that | 
are old and bruifed, a little wafhing and | 
mending will not ferve the turne, but they. 
muft bee all taken in pieces, and made up | 
| new: foweeare all vetlels of wrath by na- | - 

ture, andalittle patching will not fervethe | 
turne. Itisnot enough for aman to fay hee 
is forry for his finnes, but his heart mutt be | 
throughly humbled and broken; then hee is | 
fitto be madea veffell of grace here, and of | 
glory hereafter. Of all things in the heare, 
God cannot endure this patching in the | 
worke of grace, to fow grace and finnetoge. | 
ther. Asin Daniels Image, which was part. | 
ly clay, and partly iron, and partly braffe, fo | 
itis ina Chriftian courfe, a man may eafily | 
bean Image efa Chriftian, but not a found | 
Chriftian: he will not have an heart hume | 
bledand broken before God eafily. There- | 
fore in vaine they worthip God, and labour | 
to approve their hearts A God, that thinke | 
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‘The broken Heart. 
tocome to falvation, and yer in the meane 
time this: brokenneffe of heart will not 
downe with them, And the reafon why fo 
many men fall backe from a good courfe, 
andcome to fuch defperate’ difcourage- 
ments, is, becaufe they doe’ not walke in 
Gods: way. »When a man will reare up‘a 
frame of -gracein his fancy, as he that fet up 
a brave houfeinthe fand; when the winds 
blow, and the ftormes come, it falleth by |- 
and by: fo when you reare up frames of 
grace in your imaginations, and thinke you 
are holy, and fhall have Chrift, but yet you 
never feltthis powerfull worke of graces if 
any-temptations come, orany thunderbolt 
from the Word; this fhakesallin pieces. Dig 
deepertherefore; and labour for this hum- 
bled and broken heart,and build upon thar, 
and then the heavens fhall fooner faile than 
this fhallcometonothings ©. 
Thisalfo maybe a word of advice to the 
Minifters of God, to teach us to begin as 
God begins; not topreffe faich upon them 
| -prefently. »No, no: lay downe thefe proud 
| -hearts, andlet: ali:thefe: mountaines, be laid 
low, and thefe crooked thouvhts bee made 
ftraigzht;.and then all fleth thall fee the falva- 
tionof, our God; This only is, not to heale 
and daube with ustempered mortar.’ Let us” 
walke with God in his way,and follow ‘his. 
| courfe, forthe good of others; «and for vi 
| | furthe- 
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furthering of ourowne account in the day | 
of the Lord Iefus. And, you people mutt | 
not thinke, that we muftalwayes {peakethat | 
‘which willpleafe you. There is awholfome | 
feveritieand fharpnefie. The Surgion helpes | 
by lancing and applying corrofives, afwell | 


as by gentle falves.. 


3. This isfor comfort to all that-have en. 


tred intothis condition ; thatthey may con- 
tinue and carry themfelves boldiy therein. 


‘ithoucantt fay God hath truly broken and 


humbled thee, doe not labour to free thy 
felfefromthis, and to find an healing from 


hence, butlabourfirft tocomfortthy-felfe | 


inrefpe& of thine owne prefent condition: 


fecondly, in regard of the reproaches, and 


difgraces of wickedmen. 


r. In. regard ofthe miferiethatfuch poore — 


foulesarein. Thoughthe burthenbe heavie, 


yetit isthe way ofcomfort. Whenthereed | 


| isbruifed, itis farcheft off from breaking. If 
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thou haft an heart broken with the burchen | 
of'thy finnes: and {moaking withany poore | 


defires towards God, \comfort-thy felfe: 
though the way be tedious, yerthe end will 


thee,andfortheewithinms o 


drous heavie. > >. « : 


be comfortable; for God is-now making | 
way. for himfelfe to: come and dwell with | 


obje#: Oh buty will fomefay,the wrath | 
of God is marvellous featefull, and woun- | 


Anfy. | | 


Vie 3. 
Comfort to 
the broken» 
hearted. 
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Anfw, Lanfwer, it isfo, yet Gods anger 
is like the thunder-bolt, that melts the 
fword, yet hurts not the fcabbard.. The 

| wrath of the Lord, if ic comes againft a | 
| proud rebellious finner, will breake himin | 
| pieces : but if the foule tremble at Gods | 
{ wrath, and hath an heart to yeeld in obedi- | 
| ence, the Lord will never hure that man 3 | 
| and he never wounds him fo farre, but that | 
| he mayheale him. Whowould not beecut, | 
| thathe might be cured? What though wee | 
| have our hearts broken, and ourconfciences: | 
| wounded ¢ Nowthe houfe is ayred, God | 
| will comeanon. Nowthe gold is meltiag, 
| God will make ita veffell of glory anon;and | 
| therefore cheere up your felves in this kind, | 
| Teis a foolith feare that the child hath: the | 
| child feeth his father prefling the grapes; | 
| andthinkes he wil fpoile them :and fo, when | 
he feeth the gold melting. If thou haft a | 
wife perplexed,and burthened for her fins, | 
| comfort thy felfe, and let itnot grieve thee, | 
| God is now preffing the grape, and melting | 
| che gold, thathemay make good wine, and | 
| pure golds heis humbling thy hearcthereby, | 
| that he may bring thee inobedience to him, | 
| that fo thou maift receive mercy from him | 
| forever. Who would not goe on in fack-- 
| clotha-while, that hee might weare filke for 
| ever?) Whowould not be humbled, that he 
| may be for ever comforted ? as E/ay 61. p 
| Go 
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Ged hath appointed comfort for them that 


oyle of joy for mourning, the garment of praife 
for the {pirit of heavineffe. If you have the 
fpiritof heavineffe upon you, and there are 
many miferies threatned, and many corrup- 
tions burthening of you; well, goe your 
wayes cheered, you fhall havea fuireof joy 
and gladnefle put upon you, and theh you 
will never repent you of all the forrowes, 
and burthens that you have undergone. 


your death, when all your teares {hall be re- 
quited with aboundance of joy and-com- 
fort: therefore herein bee comforted, and 
-know thatGod intends good tothee by this 
Feape in joy.. | 

_ 2. As tocomfort your felves in regard of 
your prefent heavineffe, fo alfo in regard of 
the difgraces and: reproaches which are caft 
upon you: when your neigbours grow 
ftrange, and looke afarre offlet this be your 
comfort, God is neere to fuch as are of a 


wife are gone, and are weary of thy com- 
pany sletthiscomfort thee, Ged will notbe 
weary of thy company. Though there is 
malice neere to purfiie thee, yet there is mer- 
cy neere to comfort thee;and God will dwell 

in 


mourne,to give unte them beauty for afhes, the 


‘When God fhall give you the affurance of | 
his love, it will never repent you in theday of | 


dealing of his. They that fow inteares, fhall 


| 2.Inrefpe& | 
| of evill men 

| difcounte. 
| nancing, 


broken heart. It may be,thy husband or thy 
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The broken Heart. 


inthee, though ic may bee thy neighbours 


willnot dwell by thee. P/at.5 t.176 The [acre | 


fiseof abroken and contrite heart, O God, thor 


wilt not defpife. There the Prophet David 


faith, that the Lord preferres this Sacrifice 
before others. What though men diftatt 
thee, if the Lord accept and regard thee? 
What if men refule and defpife thee, if the 


Lord love thee, and delightintheee There- 


fore all you broken-hearted finners take 
this word of comfort, goe on, and goe 
cheerily, and the God of heaven bee with 


you. Though youbee poore in the world, 


and live ina {moakie cottage, yer the Lord 
will dwell with you in that poore cottage, 
and inthat poore family of yours, and hee 
will revive that poore heart of yours, Where 
the Kingis, the Court muft be prepared for: 
and when the Lord Iefus Chrift comes’to 
dwell inthe heart of a poorefinner, he will 
comforthim. Hethatfitcethin heaven; and 


_| hath ten thoufand thoufandof Angels to 


minifter-uato him, hath bur two: Thrones; 


| the higheft heavens, and: the loweft heart. 


What 2 confolation is this'to theer: Goe 


your way.thetefore, and cheere up your 


hearts wich this, and fay, I thanke God, [ 
have-now an humble and broken heart, I 


— hopecomfortis comming. - 
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PREPARING 
OF THE HEART. 


FOR TORECEIVE 
CHRIST. 


Luke 1.173 
To make ready 4 people prepared for the Lord. 


Efore thefoule of a 
{| man can fhare in the 
#\ merits of Chrift Ie- 

)}| fus;and receive bene- 
c< || fitthereby, and com- 
fort therefrom ; be. 
fore it can bee made 
| partaker of thofe {pi- 
ritvall benefits Paik God hath promifed 
tobéftow upon his owae, tworhings are re- 


quired: firft; chere muftbea preparation. of 
the 
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Se ete 
, the foulete receive and éentertaine the Lord 


| that hath mob the Sonne ‘hath not life.As if hee 
| thould fay, Thetetsno hope of receiving any — 


| cannot be implanted into Chrift, and unleffe — 
| ic beeingrafted into Chrift,it can have no 
| comfort from-him. But if wecean once. get 
| into Chrift, we fhall have the participation 


' may beimplanted into him, we mutt be pre- 


| the fouleto bein Chrift, beforeit can bee | 


ab ante 


f 


The preparation of the Heart, 


Tefus Chrift; and fecondly,there muft bean | 
implantation ofthe foule into Chrift ; and 


| then being thusingrafted into Chrift, it hath 


atitle to all thofe good things which he hath 
purchafed for his Elect. For the conclufion 
of Saint Zen is peremptory inthis kind, He 
that hath the Sonne (faith he) bath life, and be 


good fromthe ftocke, unleffe the hale pes | 
implanted intothe ftocke: before the foule 
be cut off from the rebellionof —4d2m, it 


of all {piritual things which he hath prepared 
for hischofen. But itisimpoffible for fleth 
and bloud thusto enterinto Chrift, and be 
implanted into him: and therefore that wee | 


pared, Firft, there ‘muft bea preparation of 


made partaker of Chrift and his benefits. 
This’ preparation is the ficting of a finner, 
for his beingin Chrift. > 3 
~The Lord Chrift beingtocomein perfon, | 
andtotakeupon him the miniftery: of the 
Gofpell, he fent Zebnthe Baptift as his Har- 
binger to prepare his wayes, and oe 
e 
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he wasindued with all gifts this way « He 
had the fpirit of thunder, hee was indued 
withthe /pirit and. power of Elias, to make 
the way plaine forthe Lord Chrift Iefus:and 
inthat {pirit hee came and preachedto un- 
godly men, andtaughtthem repentance: he 


_ ¢ame to levellmountaines, and make:crook-. 


ked things ftraight: to turne the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, andthedifobedi- 
ent tothewifedome ofthe juft 3to make rea- 
ay 4 people prepared for the Lord. This was 
Saint Johns taske,to prepare mens. hearts 
for the receiving and entertaining of Chrift 


when he fhould come... The point of Do-. : 
Grine to bee obferved from hence is | 


chissit 2° 7 
-Thatthe foule of apoore finner mut be prepa. 
red forChriftje:forebecan have any heartto 


entertaine Lim. 


| therefore he was {ent before Chrift lefus, to- i 


Thisisthemainefcope of the Text; the 


‘maine drift ot John Baptift his miniftery: The 


heartsofmen were not fitted for Chrift; and 


make way forhim,and. to make peoples 
hearts fitto receive ‘Chrift, that:when the 
Lord Iefuscame, he might take place in his, 
and worke effectually. inthe foules of his, to 
their everlafting peace. For the proofe of the 
Do@rine, it is that which was prophefied 
betere,Mal.3.1. forthis Prophet: was the 
laftof the Prophets. : for John the Baptifts 


The preparation ofthe Heart. 3 ° 


Ded. 


The heare 
muit firft be 
prepsred for 


{ Chrift. 


was. [ 
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preparation of the Heart. 


wasakind of intermingled minifterie, it was 
neither Propheticall, nor Apoftolicall pro- 
| perly. Marke what Malachy {peakes there 
| Male3i3. of him, Behold( faith he 1 will fend my mef- 
feager,and he {hall preparethe way before me, 

and the Lord whone you feeke {hall fuddenly 

come tohis Temple. Itis plaine to bee obfer- 

ved, that Johz the Baptiftis there prophefied 

of. The Iewes fought fora Meffias, and for | 

comfortthrough Chrift; now Jess the Bap- 

tift wasto make way for Chrift; and when 
a _ the way was prepared, thenthe Lord would 
| Mal.3-1, ftay nolonger, but would fuddenly come in- 
to his Temple ( faith the Text) thatis, into the 
foules of his children that were willing to 
receive him upon {uch termes as hee offered 
himfelfe. And as this: was prophefied of 
John the Baptift, fo it was alfo performed by 
the minifterie of Lohn, Luke 3.4. The veyce 
of one cryinginthe wilderne(fe;Prepare yee the 
way of the Lord, make his paths ftraite: That 
which cAtalachy foretold of Zohn, is'done: 
hecomes according’ to the Prophecie, and 
fulfills what God intended hee fhould doe}. 


| and whathe was fent for to doe. Es 
| Simile. Kings when they goe to any place, fend 
: meffengersand harbingers beforethem, to 
makeoall things ready for their entertaine- 
| -——s« |: ment when they come. ‘Now Chrift isa 
) Chri ts a7 | oreat King, not temporally to be confidered, 
| King fpiritu- , “i's , : 

| ally. butheis a {pirituall King, and rules in the | 
hearts 
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The preparation of the Heare. 


acest. Susie <Fanannnm enn enn singe a ead wD 


| hearts of all thofethat belong to his eleéti- | 


onof grace : and forhis enemies, if they 


_willnot bee ruled by his golden rod, with 
hisiron rod hee will breake them in pieces.: 
Now as with great Kings: there mutt bee.a: 


preparationthat all things may bee ready:to 


_receive them, fo it muft be with our Saviour : 


Chrift : he never commethintothe foule of 


, any unawares, or on the fudden,buthe fends 


his meffengers before him, his Minifters: to 
prepare them for the receiving of him, to 
huinble mens foules, to make mountaines 
low, to make crooked things ftraite; to pull 


God : and when theheart is thus fitted and 
prepared,then Chrift fends his Spirit totake 
poficfion of it, andruleinit, and bea dire- 
dion of it inthe way of life and happineffe. 
Thatthis preparationis {piritually ro be un- 
derftood, is cleere, Mat. 3.1.2. Inthofedayes 
(faith the Text) came Iohn preaching, and 
saying, Repent yee, for the kingdome of Goa 
tsat hand. Here John prociaimeth the com- 
ming of Chrift, and laboureth to prepare 
all things fitting for him: fo then the heart of 
a poore finner, is the high-way wherein 


fitting for Chrift, but this preaching of the 
Gofpell deth fit and prepare it, and then the 
Lord Chrift commeth, and takes poffeffion 
of, and ruleth in that foule to whom hee 
. -commeth. 


downe every thing that exalts it felfe againft | 


Chriftwalketh. This way of it felfe is'un-_ 


And the pre- b 


patation for 


himis fpiri- ff 


tuall, 


38 


| John 2685. 


ft 2 Cor. 3.16, 


The preparation of the Heart. 


‘commeth. Inthe material Temple,when it 


| wasto be buile, there wasa caveat given,that 


theftones fhould be fitted and hewen, ere 
‘they were brought thither. When Chrift 
came into his Temple hee found money- 
| changers, and the Text faith, hee made a 


_downe theirprovifion. As it was with the 
-materiall Temple, foit is with the fpirituall 

Temple. The fouleof a poore finnerislike 
unto this materiall Temple, whereof this 
was atype: for; faith the Apoftle, You are 


-tedto be the Temple of the Lord, before 
Chrift will come into our foules, hee will 


_whenthefe are removed, hee will make him- 
felfeknownetobethe King of his fervants, 

and provideallthingsfor their comfort and 
_confolation.. 


for Chrift, before it can receive and enter- 
taine him.. | 
For the opening of the point two things 


whip, and whipped them out, and flung | 


the Tewsple of the ving God : You are that | 
_whichthe Temple fignified, that is, as God } 
did fhew himfelfe marvelloufly ia hisTem- | 
ple, fohewillin the foules of his people; he | 
will dwell withthem, and affift them in eve- } 
-ry good worke. Now before wecan bee fit- | 


whip out all diftempered affe@ions; and © 


| . And thus wee fee the truth of the point, 
that the foule ofa finner mult: bee prepared 


muft 


there muft be no hammer heard,but that all { 


aeesere 


T be preparation of the Heart. 


| waif be cndfidered: firft, how we may con- 
| ceive and underftand the compaffe of this 


preparation, that wee may fee how farre it 
reacheth, and know wherein this preparati- 


| onofthefoule difcovereth it felfe, andthen, 
| fecondly, we muft know the reafon why the 


heart muft be prepared for the Lord Teéfus, 


| before hee will take poffeffion of it. And 


whea thefetwothings be opened, the point 
willbe plaine. 


Firft, wee muft fee the comraffe of this 


preparation,and whereinic confifts, which 
miakes itfelfe knownerin three particulars. 
We will {peake of preparation only in ge- 
nerall here ; for we fhall come to the parti- 
culars of it hereafter. 

The firft of the three paflages wherein 
this general! preparation confifts, is this; 
The foule of a finner breakes that league 
which fometime it had with former luftsand 
corruptions: there is a feparation made be- 
tweene the foule and thofe darling finnes 
which it before fo much delighted in; and 
the heart begins to rebell againft thofe bafe 
tyrants which before ufurped authority o- 
verict, whetherthey be corruptions, Gr pro- 
fits, or pleafures, that before bore a great 


fway in the foule, the leagueis broken, there | 


isa fecret kind of mutinie which the foule 
fetteth up againft thofe diftempers : in fo 
much that the feparation being made, and 
é 2 the 


I. 
Preparation § 
of the heart §& 
for Chrift 
ftandethin ; 
three things. § 


1.In breaks 
ing off the 
league with 
old finnes. 


the foule having caft off the yoke of her cor- / 
ruptions, the heart referves it felfe for the 

Lord Chrift lefus.. And obferye it, alwaies | 
thereis a feparation of the foule from finne, i 
| before there bee a refervation made for | 
Chrift. Itis with the foule, as it is with a , 
.wifethat 1s an adulterefle, and hath gotten | 
her felfea bafe name, and an evill report by } 
| her lewd and wicked courfes ; afterthe Lord | 


the bafeneffeof her practice,then fhee com. 


fion, yet fhee never hearkeneth unto them, 


tues thereef, wiil be marriedto lufts ang cor- 


uponthefe wicked practices. 


hath opened hereyes, and difcovered to her , 


meth to deteft all her former courfes, and 2- 

bandoneth all her former wicked compani- } 
ons 3 and though fhee be Iaid at continually | 
by them, and importuned upon every Occa- | 


but looketh onely unto her husband: and if 
he will but receive her, and entertaine hey a- i 
gaine, then fhee will keepe clofe unto him, |: 
and fhew more love unto him than ever thee | 
didbefore- fothe foule of a poore finner . 
was created for Ged, and it ought to haye | 

beene marriedto God :the end of our crea- | 
tionand redemption was,that we might have | 
communion with God ; but all of us have | 
played the adultereffes, wee have had our | 
wicked lovers. The heart that will have the | 
world, the profits, and pleafures, and vani- 


ruptionss every man doth beRow his foule | 


But q 
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The preparation of the Heart. | 


Buttheatheeyes of thefoule are opened; 
' whenthe Lord difcovereth unto it,thatloofe 
_ pradices will bring the foule to everlafting 
confufion and deftru@tion : the foule then 
doth {tand ata maze, it tradesno more with 
thofe beloved lufts: and» corrupiions , it | 
breakesthe league with all former finnesand | 
diftempers, with pride, and covetoufnelle, | 
_ with malice and envie, with the ‘world; with | 
the profits and pleafures thereof, and fits’ as | 
a widow divorced from all thefe, and wait= | 
eth for the Lord ChriftIefus alone: then the | 
foule faith to her felfe, Oh if Chrift would 
cometome, and {peake to meagaine, then’I | 
will give him better entertainment than ever | 
| E.did before. The ungracious heart, hows | 
ever it hath gone from the Lord, yet if it | 

hathgotany hope to receive Chriftagaine, | 
| theciatiockaxsistorat fay, I wasnot barne»to | 
| finne, finnethall bee my husband no more ; 
| but if the Lord: will fhew any favour:to. | 
| wards mee, then I will referve my: felfe-for | 
| him alone. forit was better with mee for- | 
-| merly; than now. And this the Scripture | 
| fpeaketh of Hof. 14,3.8. fee what the | 
| Church faith there in ‘thethird vere; 4 for | 
| fhalk-not faveus, weewil not ridenponhor{es, | 
| neither will we fay any moretothe morke.of our 
| bands, Yee are our gods: for with thee the fa: | 
| therleffeGndeth mercy. ‘And inthe eighth 
| Werle; Ephraim fuall fay; Whathavel ta doe | 
: : Hs / 


3 with! 
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with Idole? Every man naturally hath his 
gods, his god pride, his god covetou{neffe, 
hisgod malice, his god envie: now when 
the fouleis divorced from thefe, then it re. 
| turneth this anfwer, We will pray no- more 
| to our gods, we w.lLnot fubmait our felves to. 
-any,as untoa god, but oaely unto the Fa- | | 
_therof lights. Ephrains fhall fay, What bave |. 
I todee wishIdols ? He was before addicted | 
_ to Idolatry, yet now his eyes being opened, 
and his foule converted, he faith, What have 
_ Eto doe with Idelsany more? and the drun- 
_kardfaith, What have I to doe with drun- | 
kenneffe any more ¢ and the proud mam | 
faith, What have I to doe with pride any. 
more? nay, What have I te doe withany: | 
unlawfull pra@ice ¢ but! will referve my 
felfe wholly for the Lord lefus Chrift: foin: | 
Pfal.45,10,11. there isa mariage betweene | 
Chriftand his Church : for the Text faith, 
Hearkes ( O.danghter) and canfider, and tx- 
cline thine eare; forget alfo thy owne people, 
| sud thy. fathers houfe. So foall the King: 
grestlydefirethy.beauty ; for hee is thy-Lord, | 
ana worfhip then bim, Take notice, theremuft: 
bea forgetting of the fathers houfe;thatis,of 
all lufts, finnesand corruptions, profitsand. 
pleafures ; all muft bee forgotten and forfa- | 
ken. A: woman when fhee is married-unto a. 
husband, muft notthinke alwayes.to:bee at 
| home,-andtolivein her fathers houfe :: fo. 
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| The preparation of the Heare. 


| felves wholly for our husband, 


| whenall islaidafide, when all former wic- 
ked courfes are forgoteen, fo farre as tolove 
them, as toremember tohate them, that fo 
the foule may be ready, and the heart fitted 


that foule is not yet prepared to entertaine 


| chae thisis the firft paflage, theremuft bee 
nothing betweene Chrift andthe foule, hee 
muft lienext the heart : as there muft none 
liein che Privie Chimber but the King, fo 


heart. | 
The fecond thing wherein this preparati- 


D4 


we, when weare matried tothe Lord Chrift. 
| Iefus, mutt leave allour darling finnes, and 
| forfakeall ourbeloved lufts, and referve our 


| Sothatchenthe hearcis prepared for Chrift, » 


| ro receiveand entertaine Chrift Iefus'when | 
-_|he commeth. And this is the rule which | 

| Chrifthimfelfe giveth to any which will be | 
h’s Difciple.4t.10.37.He that loveth father | 
or mother move than mers not worthy of mesthat | 
| is.he isnot fitted and prepared to receive me. | 
He thatis notcontentto part with all profits, | 
pleafures,and delights, forthe Lords fake, 
| heisnot fitto receive the Lord Iefus Chrift: | 


him,andtogiveany welcome to him. So | 


theremuft nothing bue Chrift lie next the | 


| 2. 1n giving 

‘ondifcoversir felfe,isthis, Asthefoulemutt | Cin. J" | 

referve itfelfe oncly for Chrift, fothe foule | 

inthe fecond place muft be willing to give | 

way to Chrift Iefus.. For debi ic) | 
OUI | 
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cart, 


foule inthe very pointand inftant of prepa- 


ration hath no more power, or grace, or 


ftrength,to get dominion over finthanit had 


before, yet itis willingly content that. Iefis 


Chrift fhould come into it, and overthrow 


{ 


yall chat oppofeth him:it is content tojo yne 


fides with Chrift, it goeth along with him: 
itis content that Chrift fhould do what plea- 
fetch him inthe fou'es ifthere be any-orrup. | 
tion that the foule cannot get maftery of, it 
wifheth, Ohthat Chrift would come and re. 
moove this corruption. Thusthefoule is 
‘content to have Chrift make havock of all, 
and fee up his kingdomein it, and doe what. 
foever pleafeth him. | 


|. The foulethatis prepared forChrift,how- 


i 


‘foever it hath not grace, and power, and 


| &rength, in the particular moment of prepa- 
| ration: though it hath not attained chat pow- 


4 


{ 


¢rto killand ciucifieall corruptions, yet it 


is willingly content that Chrilt thould come 


\and take all the keyes of the houfe 3 itis wil: 
| ling to openthe gates.ofthe Cityunto him, 
j and lethim doe what hee will therein’: it is 
| contentthartheLord Fefus fhould every way 


overthrowthe powerthat comes againtt him, 
and difpofe of all things to his owne glory 
and honour.In E/ay 26:17.Thereis 3 prett 

paffage : faith the Text, other Lords befides 
thee have had dominion overus + bug by thee 
onely will wewsake mention ofihy Name’ The 
tot po people 
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The preparation of the Heart. 


people ofthe Iewes here would not beare |. 
the Lords yoke,and therefore they hadhard | 
taskmafters: and) when they faw enemies | 
onthe onefide, and enemies on the other, | 
| thenthey complained,Many vexations have | 
we found at the hands of unreafonablety- | 
ran’s, but now we wilremember thy Name | 
onely ; thatis,if our God will now come | 
and rule over. us, wee would rebell againft | 
our other-lords,andlet-Godbe Lord onely 
over. us, and doe what-he willunto us. In | 
2 Kings 10.3.4. when Jehw had overcome | 
two Kings,he fendeth meffengers to the peo- 
ple of Ifrachtochoofe aKing,andfet him up | 
over them. But( faith the :-Text behold two | 
Rings flood net beforehim : bowthes fhall wee | 
fland ? But in the fifth verfe they fent word 
unto Jehs,andfayd, We are thy fervants,aza | 
will doe whatthouwovldft haveustodoe, we | 
wil not not make any King: doewhat is good én | 
thine owe eyes, T his is the frame ofthe heart | 
prepared for the Lord Tefus. When Chritt | 
cometh againft a foule, and faith, You have 
fet up your corruptionsto be your gods, you 
have caft away my Commandements, de- | 
fend therefore your felves, and know. that 
God is'angry with you,and] amcomminga- 
gainftyotrto take vengeance, ifthe foulenow 
fubmitsit felfe,and faith,Lorddo whatthou | 
wilt,and:what is goodin thine ownceyes, | 
ourihumors fhall nos befollowed any more 
pinow wee | 
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The preparation of the Heart. 


we will not follow ourowne minds andaf- | 
‘feGions, but wewill doe whar thou com- 


mandeft us: doe Lord even what is goodin 
thine eyes: if a foule beethus difpofid,then | 
it isprepared forthe Lord Iefus.. The pro- 
digall fon, Luke 15. when heefaw that po- 
verty pinched him, and that he muftcome 
home by weepingcroffe, when by wofull | 
experience hee faw that want befell him,and 
that famine came clofe unto hin,then hee 
confefled, What-awretchamI¢ there are 
theyin my fathers houfe, yea the fervants, 
there have bread enough;but I ftarve here for 
hunger: uponthis herefolves to goe to his 
father, he doth not ftand vpon termes with 
him,and fay, twill be fo and fo advanced; but 
hefaith, Father, i have finned againft beaver 
and againft thee, ams no more worthy tobe cal. 
led thyfon,makemse as one ofthy hired fervaunts, 

Now if hee can come within his fathers 
doores, hecaresnot ; hee twill ftoope and 


bee conformable in every cafe. So it is 


with the foule prepared for Cérif : thofe 
that have ftubborne hearts, they willnoro- 
bey the Lord, but they willbe gone, as the 
prodigall fonnedid ; yet they will onediy 


_bee found when mifery hath feized upon 


their foules, and then they will fay, Oh 
happy are thofe tha¢ live under the minifte- 
ry of the Word : Ifthe Lord would but 
once receive mee to mercy againe, then I | 
hae would 
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would obey every command, and ftoope to 
every word of the Lord, then I would wil- 
lingly give place ever to the Lord. 


it,to overthrow whatfoever hindereth and 


to hisowne good pleafure. 

Thirdly, when the foule.doth rebell a- 
-gainft her former finnes, and is referved only 
for Chrift, and is content thus to. receive 
God, and is willing that Chrift fhould over- 
| throw whatfoever oppofeth him, and doe 


place this is only obfervable, the manner 
how the foule prepared giveth way unto- 
God. It givesthe Lord way inthe whole a- 
bilitieof ir,chat Gedinall things may rule 
init :-itdoth not give God place in fome 
things onely,and fay,,God hall rule in mine 
éye, butnot in-my hand God fhall rule in 
my hand; but aot in my tongue 3,God fhall 
ruleinmytongue, butnotin my heart: but 
thefoule giveth way to Chrift inall things 
whatfoever.: Agreat/man that is to enter. 
| taine his Prince and Soveraigne, doth not 
puthim into.acorner of his houfe, but hee 


-| his fervants, :and puts: out every one, both 


And this is the fecond thing, whereinthis. | 
preparation: manifefts it felfe; when the foule |. 
of a poore finneris willing thus togive way | 
to Chrift, andtolet him take poffefiion of | 


—oppofeth him, and to difpofe of all things | 


whatfoever pleafeth him, then in the third } 


giveth himalithe roome, and fhifts out all | 


friend 


3+ Ingiyin . 
up allthe . 


. Foome unto 


€ hrift, 
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| friendand foe - every place he theweth hims 
and givethvhinvall the keyes,and letshim dif. | 
-poléof all things, Soa foule thatis prepa- 
red forthe Lord Iefus, doth not crowd him 
| into a corner, and fay, I muft have one cor- 
, ner for a-covetous heart, another corner 
| for a proud heart + no, no, but a prepa- 
_ red heart giveth up-allto God, itreferveth, | 
| no priviecernerinthiskind, but ability, fa-:| 
culty, and whatloever itis, the foule giveth) | 
| upallto God, thathe may difpofeof all. A 
_ finfull foule that is prepared, isnot perfectly 
able of itfelfe thus:to over-rule his heart: 
but, as itis with a man, when he gives up his’ | 
honfe for theentertainmentof the King,doe: 
what he canthere will be fome bafe fellowes 
| peeping in; butheis not pleafed wichit, itis | 
| againfthis mind that they fhould{o doe,and 
he would withallhis hearchave his Majefty: 
ufe fome meanes for the reftraining ofthem:: 
| foitis withafoule prepared for the Lord; it 
_ refignes all unto him, hand, eye, andtongue, 
and heart, and:pra@ices: but yee: there’ will: 
beefomebafe lufts and finfull corrupzions, 
there willbe hypocrifie, and pride, andfelfe-: 
love, pecping into hisheare: bucit isagaintt: 
the mind of aprepared finner;\it.is hismindy 
that God fhould:reot out: all thofe, and or- 
der allto.his ownegloryss 6 ne done | 
And this:is the third paffage>fo thatthe. 
foulé whichshath brekemthé league with all. 
MTT cor- 
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corruptions,and referverh it felfe for Chrift, | 
the foule that is willing to give way teChrift 
- andlet him overthrow all whatfoeveroppo- 
-fethhim, and do whatfoever pleafeth him; | 
| that foule Tfay which dothnot thruft Chrift |. 
into acorner, but gives upalluntohim, that | 


foule is prepared forthe Lord fefus Chrift. 


. ‘The next thing to be confidered for the | 
“opening of the point, is the reafon why | 
| Chrift requires this preparation of the heart: | 

and this will cut the throat of abundance | 
of carnalliconceits and imaginations..Men }- 
| thinke that Chrift willcome fiiddenly from 
heaven into their hearts,ata- beck; they think | 
that, Zord have mercy upon me, will fecth | 
. him. No, no, Chrift will have the foule pre- | 
" pared before he wilcomeéztake pofleffion of | 
it; andthe reafonis, becaufe it cannot ftand | 
with the all-foveraigne holineffe of Chrift | 


tocome there:It’s fo in common ferfe,there 
cannot be two Kings in one Throne, there 
cannot be two Sunsin one Firmament, there 


cannot betwo Gods in one heart,we cannot | 
ferve God and Mammon. Some would have | 
their foules divided}: and:have God: to. be | 
King, and raigne therein to day, and'their | 
finnes and lu&stomorrow; or elfethey will | 
have Chrift' raigne in one corner of their | 
hearts, and their finnes and luftsin another: | 
but God willhave all, or:noneatall, inthis | 
cafe either no God;or oné God inthy heart... | 
bad Our! . 
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46 The preparation of the Heart. 
; Our Saviour Chrift, Viath. 12.29. difpu- 
| tech, How cas one enter into a flrong mans 
| bonfe, and fpeile his goods, wnleffe he firft bind 
| the firong man, and then {poile his goods ? 
| The ftrong man is finneand Satan, and the | 
| houfeis theheart, now Chrift cannot soe 
| into the heart, and exercife authority there, — 
| uatill he hath wrought a feparation becweene 
| thefoule and thefe, and hath throwne out 
| this ged, and then the God of heaven and 
| earthcakes pofleffionof theheart. Firft fin | 
| and’Satan muft bethrowne outof the foule, — 
| beforethe Lord willtake poffeffion, Hethat 

| cakespoffeffion of a houfe, if therebee any 

| inthe hou(e beft ics himfelfe, it is not good 

| inlaw: if there be any take poffeffion of the | 

| heart , and beare fway there , Chrift wilt 

| beareno rule: for it cannot ftand with the 

| holinefleof Chrift to have any competitor, 
to have another beare rule with himfelfe: 
| and Chrift himfelfe plainly determines this, 

| (Math. 6.24. Yee cannot ferve God and 

| (Mammon, You thiake you may have the 
Divell rule in you one fir, and God ano- 

| thers butyos cannot ferue God and Mammon: 

| one Mafter muft be renounced, before ano- 
thercan bereceived. This is the argument, 

- You cannot have two Gods in the heart, 
therefore the foule muft bee fevered from 
finneand Satan, and the lufts of che flefh,be- 

| fore itcan bee prepared for the Lord Zefus 


| Chrift, 
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Chrift,before he will comein and take place 
t nites: Li: f 


The Ufe of the point is threefold. The} ye x. 
truth being granted, and the doctrine clee- | Thole re- 
red, the firft Uieis a Ufe of reproofe. Wee | Poveds whe 
may here difcover, and alfo condemne the | have mercy 
fond dreames,.and vaine imaginations ‘of | 28% Beaven 
many poore, finfull,ignorantcreatures,who | (udden. 


_haveinvented a new way,a backe doore to 
carry themfelves to heaven, more thanever | 
the Word revealed,and itis this; Menthinke | 
that they may have Chrift, and mercy at | 
command, and that they may catchat,and | 
obtaine bleffedneffe and happineffe at una- | 
_wares,and onthe fudden, and yet notwith- | 
-ftanding livein finne, and continue in finne, | 
| andapproveof finne; and addict themfelves | 
| thereunto; and then when fickneffe comes, | 
if they can but fay, Lord have mercy onme, | 
they muft goeto heaven all on the fudden. | 
Be perfwaded at length to fee the folly and | 
| fottifhneffe.of this conceit: this is not ‘the | 
_way whichthe Word reveales Chrift by, it | 
makes no fuchagreement with us; unleffe a | 
-poore finner thinke that Chrift will carry | 
him toheavenwith his uncleanneffe and a- | 
bominablefinnes, when as he hath faid, that | 
no uacleane thing fhall enter into the king- | 
domeof heaven. | 

No, no, if the harbenger goeth not bee ; 
fore, the King will not come s.where there |- 
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| goeth no preparation befere, there can bee 
| MOreceiving of Chrift. Hethatwill receive | 
» | Chrift, and benefic by him, and comfort 
| and falvation from him, muft receive him at 
thofecermes wherupon he hath offered him- 
felfe,orelfe he thall never receive him 02 Cor. 
6.17.the text there faith, Come out froms among 
them, asd bee feparate, faith the Lord, and. 
touch neuncleane thing,and 1 will receive 10H. 
Marke here the agreementthat God maketh: 
thou muft firt come out from among them, . 
yea, come out from thy finnes; thou muft 
come out of thy lufts and corruptions, be- 
forethe Lord will come in, Can any man 
put good gold into a purfethar is filled with 
ftones before? canthe foule ofa finner enter- 
taine Chrift Iefus when itis full of lutts, and 
they doe altogether poffefle ite No,no, Come | 
owt faith Chritt, asd touch so uscleane this £3 
thatis, bee not married untoit, (for that is 
the meaning of the words +) let thy affe@i. 
ons be removed from alllufts and corrupti- 
ons, and then I will come and dwell with 
thee, and walke with thee, thatis, I will 
bountifully provide for thee, for the -confa- 
| lationof thy foule here and hereafter. It was 
| the order of God, Lwke3.5. when Zobs the 
| Baptift wasto make way for Chrift : marke 
here how he was levelling and undermining, 
Every mountaine and bill foal bee bronght 
rough 
_ wayes 
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| wayes meade plaine, and the cracked things 

| firaite: Awd thenall flefh fhall feethe fat. 

| vation of the Lord. If youwill havea moun- 

| taine before your falvation, or goe into a | 
ditch, you fhall never fee falvation foundly 
and furely: butif you purpofe to fee falvati- 
on, downe with thofe mountaines of pride ; 
youmuftlay them flat to the ground, you |. 
mutt be teachable, ftocpe, and bee confor- | 
mable; you muft not lift up your felves a- | 
gainft Chrift, you muft not walke in your | 
Owne wayes. No,no, downe with thofe | 
mountaines , downe with thofe ftubborne | 
and difobedient hearts: for you hall never | 
fee falvationas long as thefe mountaines re- | im. 

| maine; but yourfoules muft be made pliable | | iH, 
to Chrift, and then you thall fee the day of | g 

comfort approaching, and drawing nigh | 
unto you. Doe you thinke it is fic if a man | 
were toentertaine the King, to put his fer- | 
vantsin the chiefe roome, and afford the | 
King fome out-roomes only, and let him bee | 
asa fervantto his fervants¢ Whatabafeand | 
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Ged, and before him, when God at the 
greatand dreadfull day of judgement fhall 
comein flames of fire (asthe Apoftle hith 
| it, 2 Thef.1.8.) to take account ef them, 
| whom they have ferved God will then fend 
you home to your gods : hee will fay, Goe 
to your godsthat you have ferved, the Di- 
velland finne, and net mee; you have caft 
| off my yoke, you have broken my law, and 
-_tranfgreffed my ftatutes : goethen to your | 
| lufts and yourfinnes you have fo much hun- 
| ted after, letthem fave you now, and fhew 
| mercie towards you; for they were your 
| gods, and they {hall fave you if ever you 
| have falvation. Thinke of this, and bee 
throughly perfwaded of this, and cut off | 
| that finfull conceit, that Chrift and corrap-" 
| tion will ftand together, and come on the — 
| fudden with one word {peaking : thinke not 
if youcan fay, Lord have mercy upon me, 
_and receive the Sacrament from the and of 
| fome fa@ious Minifter, then Chrift will 
| prefently cometo your hearts. No, no,you 
| muft have your hearts prepared, before 
| Chrift Iefus will come into your foules: the 
the heart muft bee broken, andthe foule fe- 
| vered from finne and certuption, before 
| Chrift will come and take poffelfion of it, 
| Take heed of this foolith and fottifh-con- | 
- ceit, that Chrift willcome into your hearts | 
| all onthe fudden. HAs VEL aS 


The 
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The fecond Viefheweth the wofull eftate , 
and miferable condition of thofe which en- 
tertaine their old courfes and converfations. 
| Itis aglory that men take unto themfelues, 
they arenochangelings. Oh poore fooles, 
they muft become changelings if ever they 
looke tobe faved. They glory inthis,what | 
they werethey are, where youleftthem one 
yeere you may find them the next. Butmark | 
| whac we may conclude: here the condition | 
ofthe man is marvellous miferable that ne- ) 
ver had his heartprepared; never humbled, | 
never changed,never fitted forthe Lord Ie- | 
{us : for Chrift-will ‘never come into that | 
foulethat is moft certaine. You that content’ | 
your felves with this, I never knew what 
icwasto be humbled: the precife Minifters | 
indeed talke of preparation, but [ never knew 
what itmeant: Oh poore creatures, they | 
know now not what belongstothe Minifte- | 
ry of God inthis kind, butinthemeanetime | 
be fure of this,that ifthou haft not the for- 
mer, thou canft not expe the latter :ifthy | 
hearrbe not prepared for Chrift, there can | 
be no receiuing of Chrift. Salvation ss farre | 
from the wicked, becaufe they keepe wot thy | 
lawes, faith the Prophet David, Thouthat | 
haft no-careto walke with God, doft thou /; 
dreame of falvation ¢ Alas, alas, it never | 


A miferable | 
| eftate, toliue | 
in theold 
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habitation, thou art not prepared to enter- | 
taine the Lord Iefiis,and therfore thou cant 
not expect Chriftand falvation by him. Ap- 
pealeto your owne confciences inthis kind ; 
If aman fhould goe toa great houfe,and fee 
the beft part of it ftuffed with ordinary 
commodities, and a great deale of i¢ with 
bafe baggageand filthy trath, he wil prefent- 
ly conclude, the King will not come heere : 
and why? becaufe thereisno preparation for 
him, thereis thereforeno expe@ationof his 
Maiefty inthis place. And itis a good ar. 
gument, whenamanfhallfeethe hearts and 
lives of men ftuffed not onely witha great 
deale ofordinarytrath, but full of worldly. 

| affetions, fullofthe worldin their hearjs, 
lives, and converfations : yea, when a man 

| thall fee every place full inthis kind:as when. 
the whole man is full of fin,and of bafecor- 
ruptions, will any thinke that this man fhall 

| be faved ¢ Can anyman in common fenfe 
imagine that Chrift wil comeinto that mans 
{oule wherethereisno Preparation for hime 
Mountains muftbelevelled, crooked things 
made ftraight,and the rough wayes made: 
{mooth, and allto make way for Chrift, be- 
fore hee will come : and therefore furely 

| where there is no. fitting of the heart this 
way, there isno hope, no expestation, that | 
Chrift lefus will come in thither. Men pre- 
parefor the world continually, and prepare 


The preparation of the Heart. 
onely how they may may fhur out Chritt 
Iefus. One man prepares honours,and his 
perfon, that muft have preferment, ano- | 
ther man prevides for his eafe, and there- | 
fore he will make any. fhift,that he may not | 
endanger himfelf, he will be content to make | 
any fhew of reafon, rathcr than he will come 
into office whereby his eafe may be hindred: 
another man will provide for his family that | 
that may be comforted and fuftained sand | 
thowgh religionanda good confcience bee | 
fhaken, he cares not,hemuft make preparati- | 
On forthe maintenance of his family, oh | 

- What will become of that! Hee cares not | 
what become of Chrift: though the word. | 
be oppofed,though he takes rebelliouscour- | 
fes, and throwes out Chrift, he cares not. | 
Isthisto make preparation for Chrift, orto 
make oppofition againft C hrift ? Nay,when 
men cometo faires and markets, oh what | 
preparationis there’ ther for coveroufnelle | 
on every fide! Some prepare falfe-weights, | 

‘others falfe meafures. The feller-faith, Itis | 
exceeding good, whenit is ftarke naught. 
The buyer faith, Itisnavght, it is naught, 
when it is good: and fo bothdifhonourGod | 
Nay, (whichismoft lamentable) menpre- | 
pare for drunkenneffe:Oh, fay they, at fich | 
a faire we will be merry :then every: Ale: | 
houfe is fullof bad company : they refelue | 
to fitatthe pot from morning till night, | 

Sees untill | 
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untill they goe reeling about the ftreets. | 
There is great preparation in this kind: Nay 
men will removefome fins, that others may 
come intheir-roomes, and they wil perform 
fome good duties, tomake them free for fin: 
thisis avery cunning tricke. You fhall fee a 
man that will read,and pray andheare Ser. 
mons, and makea great profeflion ; and 
what ishis purpofeherein ¢ namely, that | 
he may have praife or profit thereby, that he 
may get the better cuftome to his fhop,that | 
hee may cheat without controlment, that 
he may coufen without divifion or diftracti- 
on. I befeech you thinkeof thefethings:If | 
-i¢beefothat Chriftt muft be thus prepared | 
for before he willcome, then. examine your | 
-owne‘foules, and reafon-with‘ your felves. 
thus, what have (done? have I fold; my 
fouleto deeevill ¢ T have dreamed: that’'f 
might have Chriftat a beckesand not bee 
prepared for hitw. ‘and thereforeit is I that 
have not received him. "Willany man fow 
his feed beforethe ground be plowed ¢ Will 
any man build before the foundation bee | 
laid ¢ Doe wethinkethat the Lord wilreare 
up the building ofgrace in our hearts before | 
the foundation be laid¢ Will he fow ‘the 
feed of gracein our hearts before our fallow | 
grounds beplowed up?’ Doe we thinkethat 
Chrift will come ‘and take ‘poffeffion ‘of | 
our hearts, before our finnés and! lufts be 
MD | removed | 
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removed and abandoned ° Doc we thinke 
our foules.can receive.and; entertaine the 
Lord Tefus before: they! bee prepared, for: 
him ?-Impoffible,:| ody sents 6 ben 

The third Ule isto. exhort youandte in 


‘ 


treat yowinthe bowels of the Lord Jefis, 


| that you would duffer the, voice of exhor- 


tation, eventhe voice of JohnBapsif tofound | 


in youreares,Prepare yee theway ofthe Lord 


make bis paths firaight.. Wfever you thinke | 
to fhare inthe falvationthatChrift hath pure | 
chafed with his owne blood, if ever you | 
thinke to partake of any thing that Chrift | 


hath wrought ;if you. would have: him, 


dwell with with you, and dee goedto you, | 


either prepare for him, orvelfe never expect 
him. And here, that you»may deale:wife- 
ly, confider the hinderances,and obftacles 


that keepe Chrift from comming. Are | 
your hearts prepared ? Chriftis marvellous | 
ready to come, onely he watcheth the time 
till yourhearts be ready toreceiveandenter- | 
taine him. Marke that phrafe, cial. 3.1. | 
it igmarvellous:comfortable :therethe Text | 
faith The Lord whew: yeefeeke, will fudden- | 
ly cometo bis Temple. Doe but get hearts | 
fitted: and fouls prepared ; for Chrift doth | 
but wait forameflage: If thefoule bee but’ | 
broken. andhumbled; he »willcomeprefent- 4 
ly; and not breake anhairewith you Truc- | 
| ly this preparationisthe very-entranceinto | 
, E 4 falvation: © 
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falvation * and therefore take notice of ir, 
M:n are loath to leave all for Chrift in 
this cafe, they areloath to lofe their pro- 
fits and pleafures, their lufts and corrupti- 
ons : they are like Inne-keepers, they are 
loath tothruft their profitable guefts out of 
their houfes, they would bee loath to hin- 
derthemfelves that way, yea and though 
the King were to come thither,they would 
fecretly with that his Maiefty would turne 
another way :foitis ahard matter for men 
to dif-lodge all profits and pleafures,and to 
vomit up thofe {weet morfels and beloved 
corruptions, that Chrift might come into 
their foules. Some poorefoule may {peak 
to meas the Devilldidto.Chrift, Why art 
thon come to torment mee before my time? 
| fo many menwill beready te fay, Why doth 
'theLerd Iefuscome to torment us before } 
| Our times? What,muft we now abandonall | 
our profitsand pleafures if we will receive | 
Chrift ¢ They could fecretly with that chrift 
would goe anotherway, Jcisavery hard 
thing to bring the foule thusto be divorced 
fromcorruptions : it is very hard when a 
man muft give a bill of divorcement, and 
| hever fee theface of his corruptions more 
| Motives co | thisis very hard with a poore finner. 
| Prepare for. | -And therefore the Argumentsto move us 
| Chrift. hereunto had need beforcible,and maybe ta- 

ken from twogrounds: firtt,from the confi- 
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deration who we arethat mutt receiveChrift: 
fecondly,whoChnittis that is to be received. 
Firft, letus. confider our felves, acompa- 


ny of poore, finfull, wretched, miferable, | 
and damned creatures, finfull duft and ahes,. 
dead dogs. Confider this, and thinke with | 
thy felfe, Will the Lord of heaven come | 
downe? Will Chrift dwell in my heart ¢ | 
Will hee vouchfafe to looke in, yea, to call | 
_as hee goeth by thefouleof mee fuch afin. | 
full creature 2 And let this move thee to | 


prepare for his comming. Ifa King willbut 
callat a poore mans window as herideth by, 
hee will count ita great favour :much more 
itis for the great God of heaven and earth 
but:to looke in, and reveale himfelfe unto 
the heart of a poore finfull creature. Wee 


are not worthy that the Lord fhould come | 


under our roofe. 1. Kings 8 27, there Solo- 


mon{aith, Wil God indeed dwellon the earth? | 


will hedwellina honfe made with hands? 


Asif hefhould fay, Isit poffible? canit bee | 
imagined, that: thou Lord being the great | 
God ‘of heaven, whom the heaven of hea: | 
wins cannot containe, fhouldft once vouch | 
fafe todwellin a houfe made with hands, in | 


the Temple which I have builded ?. And 
what may we fay ¢Is itfo? canit be, fhall ic 


be, that God will come and dwell under | 
our roofe ¢ that hee willcome and dwell in | 
our rotten and finfull hearts? that or ue : 

well | 


he reine - , al 
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dwelhin our wretched and fintull foules ¢ 
| Why he will, he hath faid it, he hath promi- 
| fed it, he will performeit- and therefore let 
us confider our owne unworthineffe to re- 
| ceive Chrift, as a motive toftirreus up to 
| make preparation for him, For the bafer the 
place isthat fhould entertainehim,the grea-. 
-terthe preparation ought to be. Wee ought 
to wonder that the Lord will vouchfafe.to | 
| come into our finfull foules, and therefore 
- | -we had need to. prepare the more for’ his 
| comming. The Lord hath promifed to 
| comeinto our foules if wee humble them, © 
| and makethem fitting toreceivehis Majefty: 
| and therefore {weep your hearts; andclenfe 
| thofe roomes, clenfe every finke, bruh 
downeevery cobweb, andmake roome for 
_| Chrift: forif thy heart bee prepard, and di- 
| vorced from all corruptions, then Chrift 
| will cometinto thy foule, and take poffeffion 
ofit. Removetherefore all corruptions out 
| of thy hearer. And when thou haft {wept e- 
very corner of thy houfe, doe not leave the 
duft ‘behind the doore, for that isa fluts | 
| tricke - doe not:.rernove finne out of thy 
| tongue, and-outof thy eye, and out of thy 
| hand,and leaveictinthy heart. No,n0, out 
; withall, lerevery chamber be dreffedup, let 
| every parcand faculty be tight difpofed; that 
| the Lord may comeand dwellinthy foule. . | 
The fecond motive that may ftirre-us: up 
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to prepare for the Lord Iefus, is histran{cen- 
dent worthineffe, in regard of which all pre- 
paration may feeme too litle. You are not 
toentertaine an ordinary perfon > ic is not a 


man,it is not a King, itisnot a Monarch; but | 


itisa King of Kings, that will come into 


_ your foulestocomfort them, yea, his holy 
and bleffed Spirit will remaine with you for 


ever. Therefore doe all that poffibly may 
be done, to prepare for his comming, and 


him when he comes.. In Pfal.24.7. David 
calleth upon his owne foule, and’ other of 


| Gods people ( forforhe words are to be ex- 


pounded: ) there he faith, Lift sp your heads, 
O yee Gates, and be.yte lift ap yee everlafting 
doores: and the Kisg of glory [hall come in, 


| Aswho fhouldfay, Beenlarged, love, joy, 


hope, fet open, give way, for the Lord is 
comming. Butwho.is the Lord? If 2s the 
Lord of hoftes, the Lord frrong and mighty, 
the Lord mighty in battel, ver.3. And with 


‘thathe knockes againe, Lift wp your heads, | 
O yee Gates, and be yee liftap yeeeverlafting | 


deores : for the King of glory fhail come in, 
ver.9. Asif hefhould fay, What, fhall the 
Lord knocke? fhallthe King of glory ftand¢ 


Did David doe thus? Why, doe you fo 


| then. Chrift: knockes by promifes; ‘hee 


knockes by judgements , hee knockes by 
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forthe entertainement and welcomming of | 


Open fuddenly, and make all preparation. | 


threats, 
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2- Chrift is” 

moft worthy, | 

forwhomwe | 

fhould pres 
pate. 


“The preparation of the Heart 


threats, yea, hee {peakes this day unto your | 
foules, and labours this day to make way for. 
himfelfe: make therefore all preparation, let 
nothing be wanting, that when he comes, he 

Particulars. | may take pofleffionof yourfoules, and bee 
: aGoduntoyouforever. - 7 
oh _ There willcome a great deale of benefit 

by thismeanesunto your foules. And this 
alfo may encourage us. The Lord commeth 
into our foules, not'to trouble and charge 
us; no, hee. commeth to bring everlafting 
falvation. and happineffe to our foules. 
Looke what Chrift faidto Zachem, Luk.19, 
5,8,9- when hee went up into a Sycamore 
treeto fee him, -Wake haffe, and com:downe 
Zacheus( faith he ) for 1 muft abide with thee 
inthy houfe. Zacheus made no cavilling, but 
make hafteand came downe, and received him 
joyfally. And marke what Chrift faich unto 
him, This. dgy falvation is comse inte thine 
houfe. Solikewileic thall be with you, when - 
Chrift commeth, falvationa commeth*with: 
him ; when hecommeth, everlafting happi- 


neffe and falvation commeth; when Chrift | j 
| commeth, gochome and witneffe againftall 
| your carnall neighbours, that they that re- 

| fufe Chrift, and doe not make preparation ; 
for him, refufefalvation and everlafting hap- } 
pineffe that is offered untothem. } 

Amis 4.12. when the Lord had fent a ; 

_ | great plague, and a heavie judgement upon i 
she: ‘ 


Terufalem, 
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Terufalem, he faith, Thus will I doe unto thee, | 
| Ob Tfrael : and becanfe I will doe this. unto | 
thee, prepare to mect thy God, O Ifraed. Twill | 
doe thusuntothee, O Ifrael, that is, T will | 
fend mildewes, plagues, and peftilence, and | 
| famine; Iwill draw you out with hookes, | 
and your pofteritie with fifh-hookes. And | 
what followeth: Prepareto meet thy. God, 0 | 
Hfrael. If God comeagainftus to plague us, | 
we muft prepareto: mecthim. Reafon now | 
with your owne foules upon {trong grounds, | 
to your -everlafting comfort. Should the | 
Lord come in jadgement to torment us, | 


fhould the Lord cometofcourge and punith 


us; if wee muft then prepare to mect him, | 
then what preparation ought wetomake for | 
hiscomming, when hee fhall notcomte thus | 
in judgement, to condemne us, but in his | 


mercy tofave us, in his goodneffe toenrich 


us, in his compaffion to comfort us? then | 
now if ever prepare tomect thy God,O Lfrael. | 
_ Letevery heart perfwadeit felfe of this par- | 
ticular; and reafon and confider with your | 
ownefoules inthis cafe : Is Chrift fo graci- |. 
ous, and fo mercifull ¢ doth he fend:downe | 

from heaven unto us,andfay, he will come? | 
if any man keepe my Commandements.I | 


ftandat the dooreand knocke, if any man 
will open, my Father and I will come in, 


and fup, and dwellwith him. Why, where 


isthe heartin the meanetime? Andif. ever, 
now 
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‘now prepare ro meete the Lord. — 
Bur if neither the judgements of God 
will perfwade us, nor the mercies of God 
allure us, yetlet the complaints and moanes 
of Chrift lefus prevaile with you to prepare 
for him. Confider our Saviour Chrift hath 
taken a great journey from heaven to earth to 
fave us miferable, wretched, and finfull 
creatures: conceive youfaw thofe ftreames 
of bloud trickling downe his checkes : con- 
ceive you faw him upon the croffe with his 
hands thruft chorow with nailes, and his fide 
pierced with a {peare, enduring the wrath of 
God for our finnes s and behold now hee 
ftandeth at the doore, and faith with the 
Church, Lam.1.12.1¢ és nothing to you,have 
you no regard, O yee that paffe by ? behold 
and fee, if there bee any forrow like unte my 
forrow,crc. Imagine you heard Chriftfay, I 
have fuffered thefe,and thefe things for you; 
thefe hands of mine were nailed, this fide 
of mine was pierced, this heart of mine was 
melted with ansuith of fpirit. Imagine you 
faw Chrift ftanding and knocking at the | 
_doore of your hearts,'as indeed hee doth, 
| and fay, Hoe all you within there, hoe all 
you proud hearts, hogall youcovetousand | 
/ malicious hearts, have you no regard of a 
| poore Saviour? have you no regard of a 
_ crucified Saviour? hee that died for you, ¢- 
- venthe bitter death uponthe croffe for you, 
and | 
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and now labourethto doe good unto your 
Would notthis move you to prepare your 


your hearts for him, and to Jet him ing 


Nay, marke what Chrift faith to the | 


Church, Cant.5.2. Opento mse, my fifter, my 
love, my dove, my undefiled : for my head és 


| filed with dew, and my lockes with the drops 


of the night. As if hee fhould fay, I have 
had an ill journey,.a bad way, and unkind 
entertainment, and therefore comeaway my 
love, my dove, my undefiled, and open unto 


me. Soheefaith toevery one of our foules, | 


This. day I have travelled a great way for 
you, and have had a very hard journey; I 
have fuffered many .croffes and affli@ions, 
many mockes.and {coffes,; many buffets, 


yea, even death it felfe, for you : will you | 


now iufter the Lord Iefus, wearied and per. 
plexed, to ftand knocking and calling, and 


| weeping, and fayingas he faid to Terufalem, 


Luke 19.42. Obthat thou hadft knovne, even 
show at leaft inthis thy day, the things belong. 
tagto thy peace : but now they are bid from 


shine eyes ? Will you fuffer Chrift in this | 
plight, thus faying unto you, as hee did to. 
Jerufalem, to ftand knocking at the doore of | 


your hearts, and your foules? 

Take heed of this, Chrift knocketh this 
day at your hearts : if you now give him his 
laftanfwer,and fhutthe doore againft him, 


_ | may. prove to bee the laft knocking, you 


may 


ja 
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| may hap never to fee him more. The Church: 


in the place before named, Cast.5. ver.3. 
thifted off Chrift, and would not let him in 


| when fhe heard him knocke : 1 bave put off 
| my cote, how fhall I put it on ? Ihave walked 
| wey feet, how fhall I defile them ? But after 
| foee rofe to open.tober beloved, and her hands 
| dropped myrrhe, and her fingers {weet {mel- 
| Ging myrrhe, upon the handles of the locke, 
| ver 5+ And then the opened to her beloved, 
| buthe had withdrawne him(elfe,and wes gone: 
| and then fhee fought him with many trou- 


bles and knockes before fhe found him: The 


| watchwen found ber , and wounded her, the 


keepers of the walls tooke her vaile frons her. 


| If yowputof Chrift, and give him delayes 
| when heknocksa: the doores of your hearts, 
| then perhaps hee may never knocke more, 


and then you may feekehim, and defire him 
carneftly, and perhaps never find him more, 
orreceivecomfort from him, and falvation 


| byhim. Qh therefore take heed how you 
| driveaway your crucified Saviour; buteven 


now makeall preparations for his entertain- 


| ment, and for receiving of him, that you 
| may receive everlafting life, and falvation 
| from him. [n Jer.2.12. the Prophet faith, 
| Be aftowifhed,o yee heavens, be yee horribly a. 


fraid, be yee defolate, (aith the Lord, What is 
the reafon of this? It is in the xz. and 13. 


| verfes: The Heathenhave not changed their 


gods, 


| er evaldae are wa gods,but my peoplabave for. 


| faken me,the fountain of living waters er bew- 


| enont to themfelves céftérnes even broken ci- 
| flerus that can hold no water:they have changed 
| their glory for that which profiteth wot.Be afte. | 


nifhed aithis,O-yee beavers .Vurkes have their 


gods, andInfidelshave theig.gods,and what 
care have they to obey them , when as yet | 
their godsare no gods? And thall a Chriftian | 
havea Saviour to fave him, and to redeeme 
him, and fhew mercy. upon -+him, and then | 
fhut him outin this kind?) Remember what - 
the Prophet David faith, P(4/.132.4,5.2 will | 
| giveno-fleepeto mine eyes, nor flumber to mine 
| eyealias, watill I have prepared aplace,an ha 
bitation forthe God of Iacob: and iftheehad | 


faid, Lhave houfes, and I have palaces, and 
Gods honour lieth in the duft; no more 
‘fleepe, no more reft, nomorecontent,untill 


Jacob. What David did,.,.that ‘doe you. 


| ment, let him now refolveto doe it, and tet 


every one fay-to their husbands and-friends; 


|, Wehave this, and wee have thar, thistbief- 
i> fing, thacbenefit: butisheLord-hath conte 
os F ofren | 
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2 ARIST 5 alee ie a a 


Ihave prepared an habitation for the God of 


There is no materiali Temple to bee prepa- 
red = but wearethe Temple, andthe Church | 
of God, prepare thereforean habirationsan’ | 
heart for the Lord Jefus Chrifts, -Andicvety, | 
| foule'that hath heretofore caftoue the Lord | 
| Tefus Chrift, and-given him no. entertain- 


SE EY 1S SL ae 
> ate heen a teat. a 


NR a I OPE EE REED 


4 Des ABZ 


The preparation of the Heart. ~ 


often and asked a roome for himfelte: O lec 
| us not fleepe, nor give reft unto our hearts, 
nor cofitentation to our. fouies, untill wee | 
have prepared an habitation, untill wee have | 
prepared an heart fic for the. entertainment. 
ofthemighty God of Tacob. If thon doft- 
Not now prepagg for him asa Saviour to fave 
‘thee hereafter, thou muft receive him-as .a 
Tudgeto condemne thee: and therefore de- 
lay no longer, but every night, and every 
morning call upon one another to prepare | 
for the Lord Iefus, 
1 obicét, _. Andnow whatcan hinder but Chrift may. | - 
ate bee prepared for of us ¢ Why alas, many. 
friends muft away, wee muft turne out mae | 
| ny profirsand pleafures before wecan pre- | 
pare for theentertainment of Chrift Iefus : | 
all thefe muft be abandoned. 
Why, imaginethefeearthly things. were 
gone sthe time will: comethat all thefe muft -, 
2 0e,and then God willmake them bafeand © 
vile in the fight of menand Angels at theday 
of judgement, when the laft- trumpe thall | 
blow. Nay, goe buttothe time of death, 
what fhall your henours doe. then ¢:What 
thall your:profits doe then ? what wil they . 
thendoe for you ¢ And then after death,,. 
when youthat for love of yourprofits and | 
pleafures could not, nor would not -pre- 
pare for Chrift, comeinto hell, What profit. 
Rom g.z1, | 40m willthofe things doe you, whereof ‘you are : 
(now 
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wow afhamed? What? will you now {weare, 
‘and profane Gods name ? Oh then you 


The preparation of t 


things ;thenthe drunkard will with hee had 
will with he had never {wore oath, nor ever 


‘}rous wretch will with he had never beene fo. 
hereedy of his gaine,and inthe mean while 
| negleéted hisfalvation. Confider this; that 


and give you the confolation of his fpirit. 
Butyou will fay, How may we prepare 
for Chrift, thartheremay bee an hopefull 
if aie ae expectation 


a er te en 


thall {ee the bafeneffe and vileneffe of thofe: 
never taken cup in his hand; then the {wearer 


tooke Gods name invaine>; then the cove- 


‘God one day will make thofe things feeme. 
| vile in our eyes, one day it fhall-come to: 
‘| paffe that we would give a world for a Savi- 
our, one day Chrift will be welcome unto 
bas, ifhewouldcothe. Whenyou come to 
‘| the laft period of your lives, then ( in your 
Jaft wills,and teftanaents) you commit’your - 
|'bodie to the ground, and your foule into 
‘| the hands of God. Yea, but it is a queftion 

‘whether’Chrift willthen take it:thertorepre- ‘ 
pare to entertaine and receive him now that | 
‘hee may receive you then at chat day.Hath | 
lhe prepared heaven for thee, and wilt thou - 
| notprepare ahearttoreceive him ?Therfore- 

‘remoue, renounce, abandon all profits, all” 
| pleafures, fins,lufts, Se corruptions,that you - 
may be fitted to éntertain&ewelcomthe Lord - 
‘Tefus,that Chrift may dwell in your foules, 
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expectation of his comming ¢ This. is 
hardtaske. How then may. we prepare for 
him ? by what meanes inay. Our - hearts } 
bee fitted and difpefed to receine Chrift 
1 Fefesret at gedy< Soe a 
| Anfe, |) Lanfwer,that a powerfull miniftery isthe 
! | onely-ordinary meanes whichG oO D hoth 
appointed foundly to prepare the heart of 
Deft, | 4 Poore: finner for the receiving of the 
{ The!Minife-| Lord: Jefiis :which isthe fecond | do@rine 
} ya fpeaall | whicharifeth out ofthe Text,and itis.a point 


meanesto 


{ repare ns for | Worth the while. | 
| Chit. |  Odjed#, But you-will fay, How doe you 
: _gatherthe do&rine out of the T. ext ? what 
_ ground have you forthe do@rine out. of the 
words of the Texte 2° 2 SR eats 
An(w. Yes, it is one of the maine paff. iges. 
of the Texts it was the feope, and purpofe, 
and fending of Joba the Baptitt: for the Text |..- 
faith, He shall goe before Lim tathe.fpirit and 
| power of Elias. Who fhall goe before Iefus 
Chrift? Zehz the Baptift.. How thall hee be 
fitted ¢ He-fhall havethe (pirit and power of 
Elias. And what {hall he doe? He feall gee 
| before him in the [pirit ana pomer of Elias; 
toturne the hearts of the fathers tothe children ; 
and thedifobedient tothe wifdome of the juft, 
to make ready 4 people prepared for the Lord, 
L#ket.17.The Lord prepares a fic worke- 
man for this .worke. Joba. was to prepare a 
| peosle forthe Lord, and therefore heecomes 
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inthe [pirit and power of Elias : Thatis, hee 
had a wonderful! abilitie befowed upon | 
him by God, whereby he might deliver the | 
Word of Gedto mens hearts fo powertul- | 
ly, asthereby he might firand prepare them 
forthe receiving of the Lord Iefus; andhee | 
made a company of defperate finners to 
| quake, yea, hee made Hered, who was afin. | 
full wretch,to ftand in feare of him.So then | 

we fee God fitted ohe with 2 powerfull mi- 

niflerie,with the [ptrit and power of Elias:and | 
being fo fitted ot God, hee was fent for the | 
purpofe to prepare mens hearts for the recei- 

ving of the LordIefus. And therefore this | 

mutt bea {peciall meanes foundlyt > prepare | 
menis hearts for-the entertaining of the Lord | 

Iefus Chrift. So the doGrine is cleere and | 

plaineourofthe Text: = sw 

_ der. 23.29, the Lordthere {peaking of his | 

Word, comparesit ro fire : in the 28.verfe | 
the Lord was {peaking of dreamers There 

areacompany of dreamers, faith ke, burlet 

hitn that hath « dreame, tell adreame and hee | 
that hath my Word , Ios him [peake my Ord 

faithfully. Isnot my word like fire? ver.29. | 

there isthe power of the Word. Lookeas|| 

itis withthe Gold:fmich,-his mettallis full | 5#/¢ =~ 

of drofle, and hee'muft trie it, and clen{eit, | 

and purifie icin the fire, beforedr bee fit to | 

make aveffell of : fo it is with the-drofiie | 

| foules of finners, every heart hath abun- > 
7 | F 3 - dance % 4 y 
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_ dance ot droffe, for many finfull abomina- 
‘tions harbour in the poore foule of a man, | 
Ir muft bea powerfull minifteriethat is able. 
bythe power of the Lord to fet fire on the | 
hearts of men, to. mele-their foules, to pull, | 
“downe their haughtie {pirits, thereby,to fe-| 
and preparetheir foules. for the receivingof | . 
the Lord fefus Chrift, that fothey might re- 
_c¢ive comfortand confolation from him. pei 
| In Hofea6.5. itis.a phrafewee thall meer |. 
_withall: for there the Textfaith, 2. have 
_ hewenthem by my Prophets. The Church is 
‘compared toa-Vineyard, the godly to the 
- Branches, the Word to the ptuning and cot. |" 
_ting of thefe Branches. As it was-.with the | 
buildiag of the marcriall Temple of Solo. |: 
won, there were many. fturdy Oakes andtall| 
Cedars that were to be hewen and fathioned: 
| beforethey weuld be firfor the building: fo | 
itmuftbee here with the trees of righteout. : 
neffe, our finfull foules : fome of us have. 
fiurdy hearts like. Oakes, and fome have 
proud and lofty heats like the.2114 Cedars of 
| Lebanon : thefe ftouthearts and lofty fpirits 
muft bee cur downe by the axe of Gods 
‘word, and levelled and fittedto lay hold up- 
on, and bee fettled unto.the Lord. Iefus 
Chrift. Every mans foule, elpecially thofe 
foulesthat Belong re.the.ele@ion of grace, 
are ground that mutt betilled and plowed by 
the word of God 5, their fallow grounds 


_ | can becaft into their foules. 1 Cor.3 9. there . 
( andtherefore God by his word muft plow; 
| his holy Spirit in your hearts. And that. 
‘} place, 4é#s 3.37. will make the Do@trine 

| cleereand evident: Saint Peter wasa man of 
{a ftoucand courageous {pirit, and hee fpake - 
| God hath made that le[as, whom they crucified, 
| thee things (faith the Text) thatis,the word” 
: ‘powerfull 


‘| their foules, they were pricked in their hearts, 


Nowthey were prepared in fome meafure 


"| the power and efficacie of ‘it confi%s : fe. 
| condly, how this powerfull minifteriedoth 
| worke upon the foule to ‘prepare it for 
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mul be broken up, before any feed of grace : 


the Apoftlefaith, You are Gods husbandrie; 


up the weeds of finne and corruption which. 
arein you, before he can fow the graces of: 


home unto the Iewes, hee tells them chat {| 


| the Lord and Chrift. “And when they heard 


y delivered aad brought home to” 


and [aid, Menaud brethren, what foal we doc? 


tofeekeafterfalyation. | 

For the better underftanding of this 
point,two thingsarete beconfidered: firft, — 
what a powerfull minifterie is, and wherein 


Chrift. | | it RES 

Fir, what‘is this powerfull misiftery ?. 
‘wherein doth the power of the minifterie, 
and of Elias confift? Iris difcovered in three 


Te ee 
A powerfull 
Miniftery | 
confifteth in 
/ 3 @ things. 


“irft, in a particular application Of the 
: F 4 — truth 
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truth tothe foules of men, with courage, 
‘When a fai hfull Minifter out of undaunted. 
nelle of fpiritdoth in.a {pecialland particu- 
larmanner apply the Word vato the foules ; 
of them, over whom heis fer = this isa pow- | 
| erfull miniftery,. 1.Xings 18.21, there ‘the 
miniftery, of E/as is mentioned : for-the 
Textfaith, Elias came unto all the people, and 
aid, How long halt ye betweene two opinions ? | 
| if the Lord be God; follow him, but if Baal be. 
God, follow him. It wasin a time when Ppeo- 
plehad departed from the Lord. El/#as -a¢- 
this time did net.cometoone man alonein a 


corner, and fay, You fhould doe well to 
confider of the cafe, howit flandss it is yes 


ty defperate, I would-with yOu to returne- 
unte.the Lord, it will be your beft courfes | - 
hee doth not doe thus,, bur-he same to all the. 
people : and marke how hee [peakes, 7f Baal 
b¢ God, follow him 3if the Lord be God, follow 
im. Away with this halting : what? nei- 
‘therhot.norcold ¢.A man cannottell where: 
to have you:intend One.thing or other: if 
_ Baal be God, why fo; if the Lord b6e.God,fo: 
make fomething of it.in this cafe: thus: bee 
Speke toall the people, faith the Text.. And 
_we fhall obferve the fame in Joby Baptift, 
that had he power and {pirit of Elias, Matth, 
3-7. hee did notgoe there behind the.doore 
to {peake, butheefpaketo the Pharifees.and 
|| Sadduccs afterthis manner, Oye generation 


profitable : for our SaviourChrift him- 


the word of God patticularly, may becom- 


T be preparation of the Heart. 


of vipers, who bath forewarned you tofiee from i | 
“the wrath to come * Asif he had faid, Youare | 
‘they that- oppofed Chrift, and fer your | 


feluesagainft the Gofpell, you have hardned 
y ourhearts,you will’not enter into heaven 
your felues,not fiffer orherstoenter in. Why 
who hath forewarned you to flce from the wrath 
tocome? Neither is thisa ftrange courfe or un- 


felfe'nfeth it, in Mat} 23. 23. from thence 
to the end of the’ chaprer; ‘the phrafegoes | 
thus, Wee unto youS cribes,and Pharifees,Hypo- 
critessOur Saviour Chrift hath given us this 
patterne. Theexplication ofthe point is no- 
thing elfe but the drawing out of a fword: : 
and the particular application of it tothe 
hearts of the people is likethe ftriking of 
the blows The word is*compared to a 
fword': as, if'a man fhould draw a fword 
and flourifhit abour,and fhould:not ftrike 
a blow withit, it will doe no harme : ‘even 
foitis herewith the Minifters, littie good | 
willthey doe ifthey doeonely explicate, if | 
they’ doe'onely draw-out: the fword of the | 
Spirit’-forunleffe they apply it unto the 
peoples hearts particularly, little good may | 


| 


the people exped,: little good fhall the} . 


Minifterdoe: A’ common kind of teaching 
when the Minifterdoth {pezke onelyhove- 
rincly, and inthegenerall,and never applies 


pared 
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-paréd to the confufed noife that was in the 
| hip wherin Jone was ;when the winds blew, 
‘|.and the fea raged,andagreat ftormebegan: 
(to arife. Thepoore Marriners ftrove with 

might and maine, and they did ~ende- 
_} vour by all meanes poffible to bring thefhip 
| to the fhore: every one cried unto hisgod, 
_| andcaft cheir wares in to the fea, andallthis. 
| while Zonas was faft afleepe in the fhip;but: 

|. whentheMarrinerscame down, and plucked 
| him up,and {aid Aréfethon' fleeper, and asked 
| him, Who art thou ? whence arcthou ¢what 

| isthy name? call xpen thy God, left we pertfh. 
_| When they thus behaved themfelues toward 
| Jonah, then he-was awakened and rowfed out, 

ofhis flcepe. Thecommon delivery of the 

_| word is like that confufed noife + there is 
|. matter ofheaven, of-hell, of grace, of fin. 

| fpoken of, there isa common noife, and all 

| this while men fit and fleep carelefly, and 
| never lookeabout them, but reftfecure:buc. 
{ when particular application comes, that 
| fhakesafianer, as the Pilot did‘Zowz4, and 

vaskes him, What affurance of Godsmercy 

haft thou ¢ what hope of pardon of finnes, | 
| of life, and happineffe hereafter ? You are 
| baptized, and fo were many that areinhell : . 
| you come to Church, and fodid many that 
{ arein hell: but whatis yourconverfation in 
| the meantime? Is that holy in the fight of. 
| God and man? When the Minifters of eis 
, ake 
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fhake men, and take them upon this fafhion 
then they begin to.ftirre upthemfelues, and 
toconfider of their eftates. Thisgenerall and - 
common kind ofteaching is like an endite- 
ment withouta name: ifaman fhould come 
tothe.affizes, and makea great exclamation... 
-andhave no.name to his. enditement,:| 
alas,. no. man..is-. troubled. with ir, | ° 
no man _feares it, no man: fhall re- |}. 
ceive any punifhment by reafon ofit. Soit 
is-with this common kind of preaching, it | 
‘Is.an enditement withouta. name... Wear- 
reft none before wee particularly arraigne 
them beforethetribunall of the Lord, and 
Shew themthefe and thefe are their finnes;: 
_and that aifleffe: they. repent. and. forfake 
| them, they fhall be.damned: for then this | 
would ftirre them up, and make them feeke 
to the Lord.for mercy sthis. would . rowfe | 
them out of theirfecurity, and awakea them, | 
-and makeshem fay:asthe Ilewes.did: to Peter } 
and the reftofthe Apoftles, en and bre- 
shren,. what fhatl wee doe.to bee. faved? | 
Aits 2. 375 
The fecond thing whereinthis powerfull 
mimiftery difcoverethand . manifefts it felfe, | 
is, when the Minifters of God out of founds | 
neffeof argument, and plaine:.evidence.of | 
the will of God,and the {pirit of God,:make 
truth knowne tothe {piritsof men:when a 
mans doctrine goeth.{o geiarded: and con- 
firmed 
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‘firmed with Scripture, and found and plaine 


demonftration of argument, that they ftand 


as Mount Sion,and-are undeniable. This is 


the fecond thing wherein the powerfull de. 
livery ofthe Miniftery confifts; and this is 


‘Saint Pes/s meaning, when hee faith, THe: 


kingdowmesf God confifteth notin words, but 


- 60 power, 1 Cor.4..20. The kingdome of God, 


| that is, the Gofpel of the kingdom whereby 


Si vis mie flere 

dolendum eft 

primunipfi 
iC4L, 


God rulethin thehearts ofhischofen. Now 


‘this confifteth not in words onely ,not ina 


company of fine gilded fentences, where 
there is nothing buta jingling and atinkling, 
nothing but dfound of words ; there is no 
kingdome all this while, no povgr all this 
whilein fucha kind of preaching: this will 
not worke effeQually inthe hearts and con- 
{ciences dfmen. ‘It is with this kind of prea- 
ching as it is With rotten buildings, which 
areall painted over, but have {carce a found 
beame, or any other timber to bear: up 


| the houfe : foitis inthis cafe, all thisjing- 


ling andtinklingofwerds may delight the 
cares of the hearers, butthe poweris wan- 
ting that fhou'd drivementoaftand. 
Thirdly, a powerfull miniftery appea- 
reth in this, when there isakind of fpirituall 
heatin the heart,whenthere are holy affect. 
Ons, andthe ‘heartof the Minifter is anfwe- 
rabletothat' he communicates and delivers 
unco ‘the people.“Looke what thofe et 
Rescakiniie nee ‘bee 


bee which he communicates to others; his 
-owne foule fhould be affected wich them be- 


fore, and atthe time of delivery of chent,that 

fo lie may fpeake home to the hearts'of the 

people: Por out of the abouindance of tie heart 
the mouth [peaketh: faith our Saviour. So 
that the foundationsand pillars ef a mans 
fpeech are not in thetongue, but they pro- 
‘ceed out ofthe heart. When thefpeecly is rai- 
fed out of the feveral affections, weuleto fay, 
Gracious f{peeches, mercifull {peeches « the 
meaningis, words arifing out of grace, and 


{ words arifing out of mercy. When the 


heart of a minifter goeth home with’ his 
words, then he delivers the word powerful: 

ly and profitably to the hearers. He that 
mourneth for fin when he fpeakes of it, will 
make otheis mourneaifo : he that carries a 
holy.indignationagainft finne, he ftirs up the 
fame indignation in the man that hears him, 
And obferue chat. when-a man{peakes from 

the heart, he {peaks tothe heart: and whem a 
man {peaks from the head onely, and ‘from 
the tecth outward, (as weeufe tofay ) hee 
{peakesto theeare onely, he fpeakes tothe 
conceit onely. Welofethe the greateft part 
of our {peech, and the ftrength of our fpeech 
unleffe wee fpeake out of thé aboundanice of 
ourfoules. When aman {perkesagaingt fin, 
hee fhould {peake with a holy harred of it 
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from his very heart. W hen'a man fpeakes-of | 
| the | 
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Mat.x2.34, 
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the mifery of poore creatures that arein the 
gallof bitterneffe, and under the power of 
“Satan, he fhould mourne for the judgement | 
that God hath appeinted tor.them : and if. 
men would doethus,' they would make o-: 
‘thers mournealfo, It was an obfervation of 
| ahely man upon this place, Wehaue piped | 
{but -ye haue not danced: we haue mourned, 
bur ye haue not weeped: That he that would 
| affe@ others with any thing, muft firft bee 
|-affe@ed:withall himfelfe, hee muft mourne . 
‘before others will forrow.: his heart muft be © 
| affe@ed with therruch that he delivers to o- | 
| thers,before he can make others to beaffcet- 
| ed-with it. ‘I compare a mans word and 
| the delivery of it to an arrow: draw it up. 
to the head ina bow, and thenit will both » 
carry-levell, hitfure,and faftentothe marke - 
the word we {peake is the arrow, the deli- — 
very ofitcoldly, like the fhooting of thear- 
-row witha fmall ftrength ; but the delive- - 
ry of it with trucand hearty affeétion, is 
the drawingit uptothe head,and then fome- 
what will be done,then we fhall fhoot home - 
into the hearts and-confciences of men,and 
| makethem ata ftand. Itwasafpeech of 
Deut32:3: | caofes, Let my doctrine drop as the dew, as 
the raine upon thegrafe. Mofes his do@rine 
| is compared to dew and to raine, now if 
| there come agreat raine,and a mighty wind 
withit, efpecially a whirlewind, it carrieth | 
all | 
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all before it ; fomerimes it. breakes up the 
‘foundations of houfes, and fometimes rends 
up trees by: the roots, and overturnes -all» 
things with the violence of it. The Do@rine | | 
and: truth whichthe Minifters of God deli: 
ver, is as the raine: now the holy affe@ion 
wherewith it isdelivered;is likethe whirle- |. 
wind, Whenthe truth of God is delivered} 
with asholy violence,.and: hearty affection |. 
by Gods fervants, evermore it makes way,it | 
beats downe,and breaks all before it, it wers | 
more and finkes more and farre deeper,then 
any kind of other reaching... 

Sothen hee particularly and foundly ap- | 
plies the word ‘of God’ to: mens hearts | _ 
and. conf{ciences, that evidently by Scrip- 
tures and ftrong arguments convinceth 0» 
thers with an holy-and hearty affection; this-| - 
man performes the miniftery of God pow: 
erfully, OF TAK FRITS LI TO rb ok 
_ Nowweemuftfeehowthis powerfullmi- | 32. 
nifterie worksupon thefoule and heart of+| How apew- 
apoore finner, to fit: and prepare him for | ‘ee ide 
Ghrift Jefus...: ; ' | upon the 

And firft; this kindof preaching doth-| beattto pre 
difcover the very fecrets ofa mans foule,to- 
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Chrift, , 
gether with the vileneffeand wickednes that | s| 
is in the heart : fo that the foule feeth that. y 
it never faw» before, and:apprehendeth 6 
that which. before it never conceived. The y) 
foule ofa poore finner that before lay under /; 
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0 game minifterie, when it comes to be under 
| 4 Powerfull miniftery, and fees things par- 
ticularly applied & followed. oh, how then 
it beginsto be at a ftand UHeo4.13. © there: 
| the Text faith, The word of Gedis quick and 
| ‘power filljand fharper than ny twordged [wore | 
| plercing even tothe diviaire slander of foule, | 
and [pirit, and ofthe joysts ana marcow, and 
i$ Adifcernmer of thethos@hts and intents of the | 
heart. Whena man preaches powerfilly jhe 
Preaches asif- hee! were in thebefome’ of a} 
man:he may tell him things iti his eate which 
hethinksno manknowes of, Thercfore, faith | 
Saint Paul, 2 Cor.4. 1.2, (eciug we have this | 
minifery, as websverecelwed mercy we Faint | 
| #0t.. Bat haverenounced the hidden things of \ 
aifbonefly, wot walking in craftineffe, ‘BbE | 
handling the word of God deceitfn'ly, bat by | 
manifefation of the truth, commending our 
clues toevery mans confcsence in the fight of 
Ged. As if hee thould fay, Wee doe not fet 
= | another colourupon thé word of ‘God: as 
| | (the word implieth being taken from tradef- 
_ | Menthat would feta faire colour & gloffe w- 
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-Pontheir wares,and make them feem other- 
wifethan they.are:) we doe not doe thus, 
faith the Apoflle :but our word goeth home 
vnto your comfciences,and difcovers whatis | 

inyourhearts.Lus 913d wel 1 gap ab fim 

_ Secondly, as the word powerfully prea- 
ched.doth dilcoverwhat is ina ‘mans’ heatt: 
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{and driveth his foule to an amazement by. 
| reafon ofthe fin that isinic :foalfoit drives” 
| the fouleinto an awe of fin, fo thar it dares. 
‘not meddle with fin as it did befores it over-_ 
| poureeh the foule ofa poore fianer, and | 
‘makes him affraid of fin, and nothing butthe 
ward can docir, nothing but the powerfull | 
| delivery of the word wil] doit.Lwke 3.9,10. | 
{ when Zohn» preachedthe word powerfully, | 
| the people came to him,and asked him,/aying, | 
| pphat {hall we doe? Then came the Publicans | 
| (which were ranked among theworffcompa. | 
[ny ) to be bsptized,and [aid unto him, Mafter \ 
what foall we doe 2? And the fouldsers asked | 
him, What fhall wee doe ? Sothatallcame un- | 
| der the powerfull miniftery of S. Jobs. So | 
| matth.7.29. where the Text faith, Carif | 
taught asone having authority, and wet as the | 
| Sevibes and Pharifecs : what is the meaning | 
of this ¢ The meaningis, hee taughtas hee | 
would command mensconf{ciences: notthat | 
‘he convertedall he preached unto (forit is 
probable that Saint Peter converted more 
| thanever Chriftdid:) but heedid command 
| the confciences of men, he made men either 
yeeld’to his doGrine, and be humbled, or 
elfe he madethem know, that they fhould | 
be condemned by his word for ever.Our Sa- | 
viour did not preach as the Scribes and Pha: | 
rifees,that made a lazie tale to the people, 
| arid whenhe was gone, no manwasaffetted | 
| Cat: with ! 
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-withir, No, no, Cariftt. commands th} 
con{ciences of men, and cither made them | | 
iealetohistruth, or elfe fealed them up to 
condemnation. His do@rine drave the foules | 
of his hearers toaftand, hee did- convince |. 
their confciences that that which hetaughr 
| was true, they could not deny it And 
this is to teach with authority, this is the, 
| Mature of the worke of the Lord in the mi- 
niftery of the word when ig commeth with]. 
power : fo that it is plaine, that.a power-. 
full miniftery, which witha Particular ap. 
plication couragionfly applieth the word of |. 
God to mens foules, and with foundneffe of |. 
argumeut conuinceth, and with zealous and 
fervent affe@ion is delivered, will both dif. | 
cover fin, and over. power fin in the hearts} 
of men, andfofitand Prepare them forthe | 
receiving, entertaining, and welcomming of 
! the Lord Iefus Chrift. | 
¥ Reafons of The Reafons ofthe POintare twos .. 
q the point, te Firft,.God appoints this powerfull mini. 
ie fterie asthe meancs onely to prepare men for 
Chrift :therefore nothing can doeitbefides, | 
Secondly, God worketh onely with this | 
‘meanes, and bleffeth itonely 5 thisis'the 
fword.ofthe Spirit. The Spirit of the Lord | 
movethenely with this means:and therefore 
nothing bur this-can do ir. hak 
| 06. but(fome mayfay) corre@ionsand af. | 
| flictions prepare men forthe Lord show then. 


isa power fullminiftery the onely meanesto 
doeit? ' ? 

Anf.1 anfwer,that affi@ions may prepare 

mens hearts forthe word, but not immedi- 


fed unto men, goe thus farre, they open the 
eyes ofa man info much that he is willing to 


Lord... Thefe croffes and affli@ions may 


word, andfend fora faithfull minifter, and 
heare him :but the word, that muft worke | 
beyond affli@ions, to prepare men for the 
Lord. ; f 
| 06, But fome may obiect againe,that the | 
| word of God doth{ometimes harden men, | 
- how dothitthenalone-prepare mens hearts | 
for the Lord ? : | 
Aafy. 1 anfwer, thatthe word of God is | 
but an inftrument: now the Lordis a free- | 
Worker, a voluntary agent, as we ufe to fay 5 | 
| he may doe what he will,and whemhewill | 
| with his inftrument, A powerful miniftery 
is the only ordinary meansto prepare mens | 
hearts for. Chrift sbut God worketh ° with 
| this means wherehee will, and upon whom | 
? G2 hee | 
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ately for God :thatis, thefe, ifthey be blef- | 


heareand attend unto the word,and be infor- | 
‘ned-by it, and is content torake the coun- | 
fell of God + butthe word is that, which im- 7 
; mediately prepares mens hearts for the : 


-makea mantothinke and confider of him- | 
{elfeand of his fins, yeathey may makehim | 
thinke of a better eftate, and to-defire the | 
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he will. Andashee may prepareaman for 
| himfelfe by this meanes, fo he may harden. 
him by it:the word is ableto prepareaman, 
but God worketh withir, upon whom hee © 
will, and how he will, as it pleafeth him. 
The Vfeof this point is firft for Minifler:,. 
Is it fo that a powerfull mioiftery is the {pe- 
ciall means-ordinarily to: prepare the foule 
for the Lord ?'then from hence the Mini- 
fters of God may feethe reafon of thelittle 
good they doe inthat courfeand place wher- 
inGod hath fet them:-here lieth theground 
ofit, we preach and take paines, but the 
-worke of God profpereth nor in our hands ; 
after many. yeeres hewing there is notone | 
‘mountain levelled, fcarce one finner brought: |. 
home to the Lord Iefus, and truely prepared |- 
for him. Whatis the reafon of this? Surely 
leaving fecretsand times unto. God;(forGod 
‘may convert whenhe will, and thereare fea- 
fons. whercin-God: will not vonchfafe any 
faving grace unto men : but leaving. thefe* 
thingsto God, )this wee know in gencral, 
that God is-as powerfull as ever he was.the 
miniftery is as effeQuall as-ever it-was, if ir 
be performedinaright manner. Weneed 
not complaine as Eii/ha-did, Where és the 
God of Elijah, 2? He is not wanting : butifthe. 
[périt and power of Elias be wanting in us, the 
fault is.ours.Forthe {word ofthe fpirit isas 
“powerfull as ever ictwas. If the miniftery of | 
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| God were difpenfed asit fhould, .ic would { .— 
| beas effz@uall aseverit was,it would worke 
| to faluation. But where liesthe faule? Alas 
| that liethin the minifters of God, whe doe 
not performe the worke of the miniftery as 
itfhould and with that power they oughe. 


A {wordina childs hand, though never fo 


harp, willdoe noharme:butific be put. into 


a {trong mans hand, he wil make it cut deep- 
ly. Toc many of Gods Minifters haue weak 
hearts, little affection have they to the peo- 


~ | pleot God,litlelabour isthereintheir hearts 


to. pluck men. unto heaven, they doe not 
ftrive with foules.as they oughtto doe, they 
doe not ftruggle with the hearts of men:if 


| they have their profits and liberties, they _ 
i carenot., And hence itis that little good 1s 
| doneby. them, they dofo marveHoufly faile 
| in theformer particulars. Whereis that par- ; 
| ticular andcourageous applying of the truth 


to mens foules and confciences¢ Alas, what 


| coveringstheyhave! freinds,they muftaor-be 
| difpleafed:and great men they areafraidthey © 
| fhould bee offended. Ie is pitty but their 
| tongues should cleave to the roofes. of their 
| mouthes, ifthey {peake any thing the Jefle 
| for thefe bafeand by-refpe@s than God re- | 
| veales.and requireth of them. . Their flight- 


ing and paffing byis the reafoathat men pro- 


| fit fo little by their miniftery : they are atha- 
| medtotell, and affraid :ofpeak to thehearts | 


iasuebdldeaapdooeeaenee bien te. satan isc =. eos 


| 
| 
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| of mien) and reprove them for thole finnes 
-which they are not afhamed or affraid todoe 
inthe face ofthe world. They convince not 
fofoundlyasthey ought todoe,they doe nor 
-getherin thofe arguments which may make 
| thofetruths undeniable, and mens con‘cien- |) 
| cesataftand. If they can-butcarelefly, and | 
| idely talke out the-hourt, what becomes of, | 
| the-feed, what becoies of the word, what | 
| becomes. ofimens foulesthey carenot:againe | 
| they wantthat holy {pirituall affe@ion which, | 
they fhould deliver'Gods word withall unto. 3 
| bispeople, This.is thee famine ofall, Minifters 
| doe not deliverthe word witha heavenly, 


* 


| hearty,and violent affection, they doe not. 
| {peake out of the abundance of their affe@i- | 
| ons. fthey would fpéake “againft-fin with a. | 
holy indignation, it wouldmaké'men ftandin. 
| awe of fin, they talke of it overly,and fay, |tis. | 
| notgocd to profane Gods Name & his Sab. |. 
| baths, andolive'an-ungodly life: But they 
doe not {peake from their heartsinthis kind}. 
A fturdy meffenger,, if hee-come toa mans | 
| houfe; to fpeake with him, He will hor bepar | 
| off, he will take no denial; bur he will (peake 
| with him, ifit be poffiblé, Beforé hégots 2: | 
| way: butfend'achildiofa meéffagéto a man. | 
| ifa fervant doe but tell him’ his maiftéris not-| 
| at leifure, or tha: hé may-fpéake with him 4- 
nothertime;he will eafily be put off; and goe 
away before hee hath délivered: his meffage. 
| igen SOE cheat 
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| Lhe preparation:of the Heart. 


Soit is with a Minifter that performes his 
office with a hearty ‘affection. For when:a 


| will haue.no anfwer, he willnot bee dallied , 
| withall, he will take no deniall, but will haue 
‘that hecame for. If aman fhouldfay, he is 


him now, he will fpeake with shim another 
time; he will notgoeaway withthis anfwer, 


j you) did you but know the good things 


| your hearts, and will fpeake with them bee 


_|-ofthis world, butfor your fins. The day is 

| comming whenthe heavens fhall mele with 
| fire,and ye fhall heare the voice ofthe Arch: 
| angell, fayingarife ye dead, and. appeare be- 


Away from me all yee workers of iniquity, 1 
‘know you net. Oh this may be one day your 


cafe. | 2d 8S 
And 


1 man. fpeakes from his heart (in:this:cafe ) he: 


1 not atleifisrero {peake with him,or to heare 


|-but he willteli hing, I-cameto fpeake with. 
| your hearts, and- Iwill fpeake with: your | 
| hearts: he will fay tothe people, ‘Tell: your 4 
| hearts you that lovethe world, and the pro. 
‘fits and pleafures thereof (and my heart tels” 


dthar are in Chrift Iefus, did you but 
\-:know. whata happy thing it isto have the - 
|.affurance of Gods mercy, you would never - 
| love din, or delight in wickedneffe as you - 
\ havedoneheretofore. Icametofpeake with — 


| fore wepatt. Grieve nomoreforthethings - 


forethe judgement feat of God; where you | 
‘(hall heare that wocfull and bitter fentence, 
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The preparation of the Heart. 1, 


And wee that are Minitters of God, ‘ 
doe mourne for you, and tell your foules,we 


muft have forrow from you > wee cameto’ 


{peaketo your-hearts, we came for hearts, 


and we will have hearts before we goe. And | 


thisis the firftufe of the point, to difcover 
unto us what is ‘the reafon that the Mini. 


fiers of God doe folittle goodin their pla- 


ces 3 it is becaufe this power is wanting.in- 


thent. ‘e ‘ 
__\ The fecond ufe difcovereth unto us the’ | 
fearefull: eftate and miferable condition of 
thofe that have lived a long time under a | 
powerfull miniftery, and yet havenot found |: 
their foules fitted and prepard forthe Lord: |- 


by the fame ;itis a feareful! fufpicion that’ 


God: will’ never conferre any. goodto that. 


foule: hethat hath lived under a powerfull 
miniftery many yeeres, and yet is-not 
wrought upon and framed te the truth of 
God, it cannot be certainly concluded; but 


it isgreatly to be fufpeéted, that the meanes |: 
| willnever profitthat man, Lookeas itis wich 
the Mafter Carpenter, when hehach turned 
“every pecce of timber,and taken-what he wil} 


for his:turne, hee tells them that bee under 


_ him, Eetthis be hewed. andthis be framed 
) and made fic for the building s-afterward he 


finds one piece broken; and another crackt, 


and another knottie : Whywhate faith he, 
{. here is no {quaring of it, thefe peices are fit |. 
for: |. 
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Let the word 
| to prepare 


Chrift. 
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be powerfull’ 
thy heart for 


| Devill himfeite so00d. But what thal! Ithink 
thatam not ficted and prepared for «Chrift: 
| by this great meatis’ Alas, thou maiftijuft- 
dyfufpeé that God ‘néver‘intends good'to— 
‘thy foulevitis ne abfolute conclufion;burit . 
isa'preat fufpition, that thofe> which ‘have. 
‘lived'under a powerfull miniftery halfeadot 
wzeh yeers or longer, and have got no godd, 


‘nor profited under the fame, itis a fhrewd | 


‘fofifpicion; I fry, that: God' will fend: them 
sdowne ‘tohell : therefore fufpe@ thy owne , 
‘foule; andfay, Lord, will’exhortations ever | 
iprevailer will inftrudtions doe meany good? - 
will terrours'and reproofes’ ever ftrike my 
theatte Why, T have. heard Sermons that 
owould have fhaken the very {tones. I trode 
|| tipon, that would have moved thevery {eat 
| fate upon,thevery fire of hell sath flathedin © 
my face, I have feeneven the plagues of hell, 
{and ifterrors can doe me good,why not then 
| ‘thofe exhortations; inftru@ions, admoniti-| 
| Ons, andreproofs. that I haveoften had I 
‘have’ had as powerfull meanes as may bee, 
| which yet never did me any good. The Lord | 
be mercifullrofucha poorefoule. The Lord 
turne the heart offacha poore finner,thathe 
may lay hold of mercy in duetime: | 
Thethird ufeis aufle ofexhortation.: Isit 
fo thata powerfulliminifteryis able to. pre- 
|-pare the Youle ofapoore finner for the Lord 
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Lhe preparation ofthe Heart. . 
ef God powerfully preached labour thatthe | 
word may befoto you, asivis init felfesitisa | 
preparing word,Jabour,you that it may pres | 
pare your-hearts to receive Chrift. You that: |. 
be hearerse very one labour to faue thefoule |. 


prayer 
s 


of another: Jecthe father fpeake concerning. | ; 
‘his children; andthe husbandconcerning his; |: 
' wife and-hisfamily, ahd the wifeconcefning) |’ ° 
her husband; Ohwhen willitoncebe, when | Z 
_willthetimecome that my. child may-be fit |) : 
_ ted forthe Lord,,,when, will it bee that my. | A 
_poore family, my poore wife,my poore hus- |; Z 
band fhall bee prepared for the Lord ¢the | s 
Lord grantthat he may: be prepared, if net Y 
this funday,yet on another;if not atthis Ser- | < 
mon, then atthe next...Lord humble your. | Z 
hearts, and giue way to the word of God, | i, 
and faffer your foules to be wrought upon : 
byit: for the word of Godis: powerfull to | g 
prepare you forthe Lord 3 but the Minifter f 
muft hew your hearts,andhackthem,hemuft-| ; 
| frame and fafhion your foules before they. | é y 
can be’ prepared. Give upyour foules there- fj 
fore to the word, and come untoit with holy.] - | 
difpofitions:lecthe Minifters of God cut and 4 
hew you,letthem doe any thing that may do | f 
and fathion you, and frame and prepare you 3 
for the Lord Iefus. Asicis withmen, when ly 
they fet Carpenters on worke to build an- . 
houfe, then they comeevery day, and aske | Stile, 7 
_. them 4 


weatueiadhatine” 


reparation of the Heart. 


4 


them, How doth the work goe onzhow doth | 
the building goeforward ? Wien you goe 
home, fodoe you reafon with your felves, 
| and aske your owne hearts how the worke of 

the Lord goeth forward inyou? Is my heart 

yet humbled ? am I yet fitted and prepared 

for Chrift ? Tthanke God am in fome méa- 

{ure ficcedand humbled; andtherforeT hope | 
| the building will goe forward. Thus try and 
| ¢xamine your hearts whether they bee fitred 
| and prepared to receive the Lord fefiss. 


; 4 Sees e's s 
the a SP oe 3 rs De seo 
. = * & 
~ 4 pad 


© 


1 \ : 
ae ae ie ae ae anes va on 
Sd cap A EF EL 


5 ou 

eines 
itr: aS 4 
Ni 


ES 


INGRAFTING 


| INTO CHRIST, 


; Mal. 3.1. | 
And the Lord whom yee fecke prall fuddenly | 


conse tuto his Temple, 


RAs H E laft day (asyouremem. | 

D ") ber 3] finifhed the do@rine of 
Ne9-7),! humiliation of foule, where- 
3, by the heartis prepared, and 
Sey. the foule is emptied of it felf, 
“= and ofall carnal! confidence 
in any cutward excellencie,and {ois conten: 
: | te 
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| 94s The Soules ingrafting into Chrift | 


Chit. But before I come to that whichis. 
to follow, givemce leaveto preface for my — 
felfe, that the order of the wotke may bee 
morebetterand cleerely conceived, and that 
the weakemay be holpenin their condition, 
| and have their hearts enlarged to feeke unto 
God. Now inthe way of preface let me thew 
how farre we have gone: fecondly, let mee 
thew you how I meane to goe On in this 
worke,if God give leaue and liberty. Forthe 
firft: I told you that the maine which wee 
aimed at, is, to take notice how the foule 
| may come to‘have an intereft anda title to 
Chrift, and howta come to be poffeffed of | 
him} afid‘ofallthat ereat redemption which : 
he hath wrought.’ Now the application of 
| this difcovers it felfe in two things : firft, 
there muft bea Preparation : fecondly, there 
muft be an ingrafting of the foule into Chrift 
before the heart can come to be partaker of 
thatfapS or of that faving grace which is in 
_Chrift, and which wil] flow from him to 
ali that have any. intereft in him through 
farciye ; | 
There muft bea preparation, before the 
finner can come'to receive Chrift. For as 
before converfion he wanted grace, fo hee'is | 
hot capablein the next padlive powerto re. 
ceivegrace, For asthe Apoftle faith, the | 
| Catnall man isnot fabje@ to the law of God, | 


tedtobeear the difpofe of the Lord lefus 


‘The Soulesingrafting into Chrifl. 95 


morindéed can be ; for the maturall man per | 

cetves not thethings of the Spirit of Gad, Bay, | tCor,r4, 

he cannot receivethem, lecanfe they are foo- , 

lifhueffe tohim.So that there muft bea prepa. 

ration of the foule, before Chrift will come 

and take pofleflion ofit - and an emptying 

of thefoule, before Chrift will All ir. 
Now this preparation madeit{elfeknown, | Pr hea 

(as youremember)in two particulars - firtt | @ands intwo| 

in the difpenfation of the worke on Gods | things, | 

part, that is, the Lord drawes the finner from: it: 

himfelfeand his coriuption,and breakes that 

curfed league and combination that is be- |. 

tween fin & the fouleshe rends the heartfrom é 


| it:foras our SaviourChrift faith, Ne man can 


come tothe Son, except.the Fsther draw him, ; 
: e » BIE 
John 6.4.4.Secondlyas the difpenfation on : 
Gods part: fo thereis fomething|for thei dif. 
pofition which God workes upon the hearts - 
ofall that he will prepare for Chrift: and that: 
| is knownin two workes, contrition, and hu- 
miliation, which we have already handled. | rwothings 
Thefe were not things ofmeere comple, | pe rae 
ment, but ofneceffity required,as wee haue | “*: 
difputed : and it is requitite, that the foule 
have both the workes of contrition, and. of 
-humilation. For there are two maine hin- 
derances which keepe the foule off from 
Chrift : as firft, fecurity in his owne. effate, 
whrreby theheart is blinded and -deluded, 
and {ets up his ftand,and‘is atreft and quiet | 
in| 
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96 The Soules ingrafting into Chrift.| 
in his condition, and hee feeth no need of 
{ any better: and from hence naturall men 
thinkeit needleffefor Minifters to difquict | 
them ; andthey fay, What weuld you have | 
done by us¢ Andthey thinkeit a matter of 
curiofitie, either to have their hearts -chan- 
ged, or their lives . reformed, | 
Now therefore the Lord fends in 
this worke of contrition, and pierceth the - 
heart chorow, andietsin the horreur of his 
vengeance, and makesthefoule feetharif he |- . 
will have his fin, he muft have his damnati- 
ontoo: and by this time the foule comes to 
fee need of achange :and heefecthifhecon- 
tenue thus, he is an undone man, and thall 
bedamined for ever. Thus the Lord pluckes 
away the foule from that fecuritie wherein 
naturally itis fetled. Thefecond thingwhich 
keeps him off from Chrift, is-carnall.confi- 
dence: for when the finner‘feeth his mifery 
by reafon ofhis finthat lodeeth in his heart, . 
and that hath been committed by him,then 
he begins to feeke {uceour, and to {cramble 
for his owne comfort. Well,he feeth that 
finis dangerous, and he will mend now,and 
reforme all thatGod condemnes himin, and 
hethinkes ovt of his owne powerto fave his 
-owne foule, andto give God centent,and to. 
’ make amends forall thathe hath doneamiffe. : 
This is his carnall confidence which he hath 
in his owne felfe-fufficiency : and here ma- 
= ny | 
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ny thoufands of foules perifh, refting meer. 
| dy inthe huske and fhell of their prayers 
}and heating, which in themfelves are geod 
| and commendable, butthey are no Media- 
| tours or Savioursto us. Therefore, that the | 
Lord may plucke the foule from this car-_| 
nail SAR deeice he fends out another great. 
“| workeof humiliation, and makés the foule. 
| fee che weakneffe, and emptineffe of its du- | 
| ties, and chatthereis enough in its beft fer-, 
| vices to condemnehim,and for which the | 
Lords wrath may confound him for ever. 
| And now the foule feeth that notwithftan- | 
| dingall his prayers and hearings, yethis fin | 
| remaines, yea remaines unpardoned,his cor-’ 
ruptionsare not fubdued, his coufcience not’ 
quicted:and therefore defpaiting of all help | 
in himfelfe, or inthe creature, he fallsdown 
1 at the footofthe Lerd, and iscontenttobe | 
at Gods difpofe sand when the foule is thus | 
‘fired, then it is prepared to goe out of it | 
felfe,andto lay hold upon the Lord ITefus 
‘Chriftand uponthe fountain ofallthat good | 
that works all goodin him. This humiliation | 
works,anid thisis the fitting of the foule for | 
“Chrift. ? 3 7 
Thusfatre we have gone: all this while 
the pocre finner is like the childrenofJ/ra | 
el travellingin the wilderneffe, partly inthe | 
| valley of teares, and partly in the vaft wil | 
-derneffe ; they ‘did not immediately come : 
H : into 
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| 98 TheSoulesingrafting into Chri, | 
raat ee | intathe Land ofCanaan,but were wandring |- 
| under the hands of 40fes, which wasatype |. 
| ofthe Law, and Jg/buaatype.of Lefus Chrift, \ 
andEgypethe refemblance ofa mans mufery |. 

under fin and Sathan.; and.their wandring 
in. the wilderneffe was like the humbling: 
and breaking of thefoule,thatthe Lord may 
| doe it good, | Now wee are. juft upon the | 
coafts of Canaan, and hard byall thofefpiri- | 
tuall good things that Chrift hath purcha- 
{ed for us : and whenthe foule is thus fit. 
| ted and prepared, there is nothing to.bee|_ 
done butto goeinto thegood land and take | 
pofic fon: I meane whenthe heart is thus | 
rent from himfelfeand his corruption,then | 
he muftlay hold upon Chrift,and enter into. 
the good Land : but before wegoe, we mult 
haue thecommand ofonr fpiritual Jofbwato | 
fetusin poffeffignofir,. , 
Thus yon ee ig ects like a graft. cut. 
offfrom the old ftock by. contrition, and al. 
fo paredand fitted by humiliation,in regard 

of any felfe-fufficiency, - 3 

i Now the nest partthat we areto handle,is, | 
the ingraffing of the foule.inte Chrift ; and |_ 
I willdoetwothings inthe handling of this 
| Sreat work of ingraffing Firft,I will difcoyer.| 
| thegenerall nature.of this worke,leaving all | 
| the difficultics and particul irs of it till afters 
ward, if Gad giv, libetty :fecondly, I will 
fkew you how the foule is ingrafted into 
J Chiift. ? 1. What 
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| “x.Whatthis ingraffingis. This being in 

| Chrift, may be thus defcribed toyou- Itisa 
| worke “of the Spirit of God, whereby the 
| Humbled finner ffands poffeffed of Chrift, 
-andallthe good that is in Chrift.. In this | 
defcription you may take notice of three 
things, which are the {peciall guides to you 
for Berne rftanding ofthat which we will 
treat of. 


Firft, that the humbled finner ftands ‘pof- 
| feffed of Chrift: for he thatis not humbled. 
and broken heatted, hath nothing to doe 
with Chrift, nor comfore comming from 
‘| him. Tufethis phrafe, He Randspoffefiedot 
Chrift, rathér then that, Hee poffeffech 
Chrift ; becaufe the worke lies on Chrifts 
| part. The Spirit of thie Lord Tefus takes pof- 
feflion of and humbled finner, and makés © 
| him part of his care, and hee comes by that — 
| meanes to bee intereffed into the care of 
| Chrift: Chrift pofléffeth him, and by this 
| meanes he comes to be poffeffed of Chrift:{o _ 
{| that allhe hath, is meercly the worke ofthe | 
Spirit of God upon him: as the Apoftle faith | 
Gal.4..9,But now that you hine known God, or | 
rather areknéwe of God, {tis not what wee | 

| conceive,or what wetknow, but what bee 
| knowsand conceives-and in PAi.3.14.Saint | 
Paul {trove hard, Ifthat I may apprehend that | 
for which alfa lam apprehended of bim. He | 
‘doth not fay that hee is able to apprehend | 
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| God, but that God comprchendshim + As 


itis with a little child, that is norable tOgoe {> | 
| of it felfe, the father takes the child in his | 
and and thenitis abletogo.Thechild holds |. 
the father, not becaufe ithath anypowerof | > 
itfelfe, but becaufe the father holds him . fo | 
/wehold the Lord Tefs Chrift, becaufe we | 
_areholden of him: for the humbled foule | ’ 
ftands poffeffed of Chrift,becaufe Chriftma- 
_keth him his caré,and his charge, and takes 
pofleffion of him,and therefore he comes to. 
havean intereft in Chrift. _ tenes 
Secondly,as he ftands pofleffed of Chrift, | 
fo he is made partaker of all the {piriruall - 
§00d things thatare in Chrift:ftillthéa@ion | 
| lies chiefly upon Chrift,and wefo move,as 
| Weare firft moued by.him ; and wefo worke 
as we are wrought upon by him: He is made 
| pattaker of .all. the good in Chrift, noe | 
| becaufé hee can challenge it, but becanfe | 
} the Lord will-convey and communicate jg. 
to him, Thefe two things you thafl obferueto - 
begeneral operations,and to go through al] 
the works of application of Chrift:asinvo- | 
cation, the Lord by his Spirit dothdraw the |. 
fouleafter him there is the poffeffion of |. 
Chrift, and then the foule follows Chrift, | 
and comésto him:and injuftification,Chrift |. 
undertakes forthe finner, and layes downe | 
the payment ofthe debt for him,andthen he { 
freeth the finner from the debt : thus the fou] |. 


| all the priviledges of grace, in meckneffe, 
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i ther taketh himinthe roomeand right ofa | 
| fon, andthenhe ftands further pofletfed of 
erace and withailthe Lordeftateshim in 


and holineffe, and he fets his fealeto him, 
and gives him his marke:.and withall, he is 
free from the power and dominion of his 
| corruptions. So that thefe two are generall 
| things, and have a kind of conveyance of 
| themfelves over allthe whole worke of ap- 
| plication of Chrift, 
|. Thirdly, thelaft thingin the defcription is 
{ thiss Allthisis done by the worke of Gods 
| Spirit.Forthe graftcannot be planted, till it 
| be cutoffand pared. Itmuft have the fame 
hand that cut it off, and pared it by contriti- | 
| onand humiliation : for the fame hand of 
| the fame Spirit muft ingraft the foule into 
| Chrift. | . 
| Now forthe following difcourfe, we haue 
| chofenthefe words ofthe Prophet -1Z4/e- | 
| chy, from which we willtake onely fo much 
| as willferue our turne for that wee have to 
| {peake. . | 
|  Thefe werdsare nothing elfe buta Pro. 
| phecy of the minifterie of Jobs Baptitt, 
| and inthem twothings principally. confide- 
| rable: | 
| Firft, the worke of the miniftery of Johz 
| Baptift, 04.3.1. Bebold, I fend my meffenger 
| H 3 - £0 


FP heSoulesingrafing ito Chri. won | 


1 isneerer ftill: andin adoption, God the Fa-} 
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| vex Lhe Soules ingrafting into Chr a 
«fb prepare my way before mee. ee 
_ Secondly, The confequent good that 
| flowes from this, 4d the Lord shone ye 
| feeke fall {uddenly come into hisTemple, — 
| As great men have their harbingers to 
| make ready their way beforethem, and to 
| make preparation for them before they 
-|come to any place ; fo itis withthe Lord 
| of life, heeis the great Commander of the 
| world, it is he that takes poffeffion of the | 
| hearts ofall that’ belong to life and happi- 
| neffe :but before he comes to take pofleffi- 
| on,he fends Jobs Baptift to preparethe heart 
and when it is fitted, then he cames fudden- 
Ly into his Temple. | 
Here confider, Firft, What the Templeis. 
Secondly, What it is to come dxto his-| 
Temple, and how Chrift commeth intoit. 
_ This word Femple, befidesthe natural and 
literall fenfe of it, wherein it aimes at the ma- 
: teriall Temple of Ierufalem, which we will 
| cantstem; | 20t meddle with, istaken fpiritually, and fo 
| pleis{piritze | itis to be conceived here:and thenitimplies 
| all, | the Church of Chriftin the number of che 
| faithfull. You thall fee the phrafe of Scrip- 
| turetointimarefo much,1 Pet. 4.17.1 jndg- 
| ment bein atthe honfe of God, what fall the 
end of the ungodly be, that obey not the Gofpell: 
| of God? There the houfe of Ged is oppo- {| 
fed to them that obey notthetruthofGod:: | 
fo that they that obey thetruth,thatare wile 
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| lingto bee at the difpofe of God,and re- 
forme their lives after his will and word: | 
they are the houfeand temple of Chrift. | 
| Asin generall, all the people of God, thus | 
obeying the word of God : fo in particular, 
eucery Chriftian man and woman. is the 
| Temple of Chrift.As the Apoftle faith, You 
| arethe Temples of the living G od. Asit was in 
the materiall Templein Ierafalem,the glo- | 
| ry ofthe Lord filledit, and the Lord {aid he | 
would dwell in itfor ever: fo the heart true- | 
| ly prepared is the Temple ofthe Lord, and } 
| the Lord Chrifttakes poffeffion, and rulesin | 
it, and filsit with all grace. This isthe mea- | 
| ning ofthe firft word. Itis plaineby force of | 
| argument: The word Temple is to beetaken | 
in the fame fenfe in which the way to the 
temple istaken: but the way to the Tem- 
pleis the fitting of the foule and the heart for | 
_ | Chrift, for fo all the Evangeliftsexpreffe it: | 
| Jobe faith, Repent yee forthe kingdome of hea- : | 
| venis at band, Mat.3 12. Alfo Ifatah faith Pre. | 1fa.49.33 
| pare ye the way of the Lord, make bis paths | 
| fraight. So that the preparation of the way | 
to the Lord is nothing elfe but for peo- | 
| ple to repent of their fins. Repenting and 
| preparing are both one. But more efpecial: | 
| ly that place of Saint Luke,ch.1.ver.15+17- | 
| where fpeaking of John Baptift, hefaith, He | 
| fall bee full of the holy Ghoft : nay, Hee fhall | 
: ir in the [pirit and power of Elias, to wine : 
H the’ 
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difobedient tothe wifedome of she juft,to weake 


ready 4 people prepared for the Lord: The wa yi 
isin the heart of a man, and this preparation | 
isthe turning of their hearts tothe way of the | 
juft men. Aadthat other place in Lake 3.5.6 | 
can admit of no other fenfe, Every valley | 
Srabibe filled, and every msountaine and hill | 
| foall be brosght low : And all flefh faall fee 


she falvation of God. Thefe wordscannot be 


literally underftood, for there was no moun- 
tainesto beremoved, nor novallies to bee | 


filled up, for Chrift wasno temporall King: 


but the meaningis, aremoveallof all thofe | 


mountains and impediments that ftood bes 
eweene Chriftand the foule. Thus youfee the 


“Temple prepared is nothing, but the heart | 


truely broken and humbled. 
Secondly, let usfee what it isto comein- 


tothis Temple. Asthe way and the Temple | 


was, fo the comming into this Templeisto. 
be {piritually underftood, and that is, when 
the Lord fefus Chrift comesto take poffefii- 
on ofhim : butconfider this, he comes like 
a King, and,therefore hee hath Job Baptift 
to make way forhim, The comming of a 
King difcoversit felfein two-things: firftthe 
King taketh the Soveraignecommand ofthe. 
place where heis,and if there be any guefts 
there,they muft begone, and refigne up all 
the houfe to. him: fo the Lord Jefus comes 
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to take fove raigne poffeflion of thefoule. Se- 


| condly, the King brings all his provifton 


with him {othe Lord Chrift brings all pro- 
vifion forthe foule with him. 

Sothen the meaning isthis ; When Joba 
Baptift by the power of the word hath 
wrovght upon the foule,and made it humble 
and’ lew,and willing to be atthe Lords dif- 
pofe: whenthe broken heart feeks fora Sa- 
viour,thenthe Lord comes fuddenly, andlike 
-aKing. Youhumblefoulesconfider this he 


willtake poffeffion of thofe humble broken © 


hearts of yours, and he willbring his owne 
provifion with him; he cares for nothing but 
a-veffell emptied, and a heartthus fitted and 
prepared :he will bring provifion enough,of 


comfort,ofvocation,of adoption, offan@ifi- | 


cation, and the like.. 


In this part of the verfe thus opened wee ne 


havetwo doétrines: firft, thatthe Lord Iefus 
Chrift will not delay to come into the heart 
thatis truely humbledand broken, Who is 


the Lord ? Chrift. Whatisthe Temple¢ The | 


heart truely humbled. And when comes he? 
Suddenly :this is the ground ofthe doGrine. 
The fecond is, the Lord Tefus takes poflef- 
fion ofthe foule humbled, and provides for 
it ashis owne: he comes like a King, as-I 
faid before. This is the ground of the fe- 
cond point which difcovers the nature ofthe 
implantation :the firft difcouers the appur- 
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j: Doll. > Porthe rite iste ays ac 
‘irae The Lord Iefus will not delay tacome inte 

‘intoanhum | the heart truely bembled-as I may fay, he lay- 
‘bledheart, { eth all other werkes afide, as if hedid looke 
fornone but this, how hemay come home 
to the heart truely humbled. The Lord 
will not come at a proud worldly minded 
man :No, the Lord leavesall ; yea heaven 
and all the world, and onely lookesafter, 
and loues to live with the humble broken 
Heart #88 a Reka Sod | 
For proofe ofthe point. This is the rea- | 
fon why the Scripture doth not content ic 
felfe to fhew the marvellous delightthatGod 
hathinfucha {pirit. See how plenteous the 
Scriptureis to fhew how ready the Lord is 
to callin attheheart of the humbled foule, 
and torife, and lie,and reft, toeat,and drink, | 
and fleep with thehumble heart : nay when 
he is come, hewilnot away againe, as wee 
may fee in that example ofthe loft fon, Luke 
| r5.20.Heefaid, IF will arife and goeto my fa. 
ther, and fay, Father, I have fiened againft 
heaven and before thee, anda not worthy to 
beecalled thy fon, make me as one of thy hired 
fervants, Asfoone as everhe refolved of 
tlie worke, marke how the father behaues 
himfelfe towards him, though he were bale: 
and beggarly in his condition. He might 
-have faid, Let thy Harlotsandthy Queanes _ 
helpe thee: Buthe faw hima far off,and ran 
| to 
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could receine any acknowledgement from 
him. This is the marvellous enlargement of 


And when hehad kiffed him, the loft child 
faid, Father, have fisned againft beaven,and 
beforethee, aud am no more worthy to bee cal. 
led thy fon. But the father faid to bis fervants 
Bring forth the beft robe, and put tt on him,and 
pat aring apon his band,and {o forth :as ifhe 
had faid, It isno matter what thou haft bin 
| new thou art come home, and haft hum- 
bled thy felfe, 1am glad of it : Thus he paf- 
feth by allthe former mifdemenours. And 
fo it isinthefame Chapter,ver, 4.5. 6.1 fa 
man have athundred fheep, and lofe one, will 
he not leauethe ninety nine, and feekthat which 
was loft ? And whenhee hath foundit, hee 
Layeth it on bis [honlders rejoycing. And 
when hecsmes Lome, he calleth together bis 
riends and (aith, Rejoyce. with me, for 1 have 
found my loft fhcep. 
Themeaningis this: The loft fheep is tie 
of 
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| to meethim, and fellupon his neck, and kif. | 
'fedhim. Though he werea wretched creature | 
_yet now hebecaufe the father faw him hum- 
ble, he remembers not that he had been with | 
Harlots, all wasforgotten; the father faw |. 
him afarre off, before the child could fpie | 
_him, hepittied him before he could confeffe | 
his fin: he was more ready to meet him than | 
he wastecome,and hekiffed him before he | 


the Lord to receive an humble broken heart | 
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| loft finner that is wandred from the Lord Je- |. 
| fus Chrift. The foule, that after all themer- | 
cies and favours that God hath thewed to}. 
allure him, hegoes away from God,and then | 
one drops.ina ditch, and another is loft in 
the wilderneffe or Forreft : yet hee leaues all 
to feeke the loft fheepe,and leaveth not fee- 
king till he findethit, and if hehath found it 
he reioyceth. Forehe Lord will leave all 
tofeekea poore loftfinner,andthe more need | 
thou haft, andthe more loft thou art in thy 
felfe, the more labour will the Lord take ro} 
| find thee out: and though thoucanftnot goe | 
the Lord will carry theeupon his fhoulders, 
| and when thou art.come home, heerejoy=| _ 
ceth exceedingly. This fhewes the marvel. | 
lous bounty otthe Lord to Poore finners : | 
it is the {cope of the Parableconcerning the 
Pearle, Matth.13.4 5.46. The kingdome o 
heavernis like unto a wife Merchant man, who 
having found one Pearle of great Prise, went 
and fold all that hehadto bay it. The pearle 
isnothing elfe-bue that rich mercy of God | 
in hisfon Chrift, and Chriftinthe promife ‘i. 
is the Pearle, and the Merchant-man is every | 
Chriftian man that wants mercy and com. 
fort to releive himsfor he faith, Whatis al] 
the worldto me if my foule wants mercy ? 
Well he knowes where the Pearle is. What's 
the price ofit 2 Sell all. Selling of all is no-| 
thing but this when a man is content to} 


part with finand all carnal confidence in him. 


} Of fin, and utterly unable to faccour.him- 
felfe, and is content to part with wit, or: 
parts, or gifts, and all that hee hath for the 


“thing will quiet thee bue the Lord Chrift, 
and mercy from him, then take mercy. If 
chapmen bid roundly, you fhall not need to. 


to.comfortyou, and patdon. you ¢ then lay 
away all your lifts and corruptions,and the 
world,and allthehaunts of your-hearts,and 
allthediftempers thatarein them. Dothis, 
| and the Lord will give you the Pearle, he 


Me 

. The Reafons why the Lord will not delay. 
to.;come tothe humbled foule,arethree: 

» Reafot.y.The Lord TefusChrift was fent 
for this very end by God the Fathér,as Aas. 


hoxfe of Tfrael. And notonely fo,but Chrift 


was loft: theend of God the fathers fending 


was, to feekand fauethat which was loft,that 


own mifery,and loftinregard of his owne 
infufhiciencie 
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{elfe, and he feeth himfelf miferable becaufe: | 


Lord Tefus Chrift :thenfiddenly he hath | | 
the Peagle. If it be fo faith the Lord,thatno-.| 


ftand higling for it. Would you have Chrift | 
will give you Chrift, and mercy frony | 


15:24.,lam not fent but untoshe loft feep of the |. 


came for that end :as Lwke 19.10. The Sox |. 
of man is come to (\ek, and.te fave that which 


of him,and the maine {cope of his comming. 


is, that is loft in the fightand fenfe of his | 
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-infuficiency-to helpe himfelfe-; for the loft g 
man is willing to-be guited by another. If} 
you fhould finda man in the wildernefle,and| 
fay, Friend, thisisnet.the way,would nothe| 
be contented to heare andto -yeeld toit?So} 
‘ifthou be loft, ifthou feeft thy owne thifery 
for fin, and chatif thouliein thiseftate chou- 
art a damned ‘man, and ifthou fee thy felfe| 
loft in‘regard of.thy owne infufficiency to: 
help thy felfe, and that thou art notable to! 
gct out of this condition and mifery, wherein 
| thouart willing to bereformed,and to bee| 
‘difpofed of : then ‘know that the soxne} 
of man, theLord Chrift lefiss, came to fecke| 
and fave ach loft finners.sand when hehath:| 
found them, he will not-leave them in:this:| 
loft eftace, but will fave them. [f this be then: 
theend of God the Fathers fending him, and'| 
_ thefcope of Chriftscomming to fave the loft | 
finner, then certainly above all hee will| 
bee faithfull in that for which hee-came, | 
hee swill.undoubtedly fave thofe thar are} 
loft. : aytud Mel tee aad AES Sell 
Reafox 2. Becaufe the humbled broken. 
hearted finner isthe fitteft fubie@ to fer outs! 


at 


the fe praifes of this glorious work of our rée|, 4 
demption ; he isthe :fitteft for God to work, : 
upon, and forthe Lord Chriftto dwell in, | E 


| and he isthe fitteftro fet out the praife ofthat 
‘ich grace in Chrift, as the Apoftle {uith, 
| Ephefit.11. Whoworketh all things according | 
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; where the preat frame of mans faluation 
may) beft be {een : (for thereare many dark 
| thopsthat deceive the buyer, and marre. the 
{ warestoe ):for the humbled heart faith; The 
-| worke ofthe Lordis marvellous inoureyes 
j:and ought to. be marvellous im our hearts. 
| No man will dwell-in a houfe, bute where. 
| his credit may bee maintained, and for his’ 
- conveniency. :-if either ofthefe may be hin- 
dred by it, he will not dwell in that houfe. . 
| -Its'no wonderthen though the Lord Iefis 
}’come to’dwell in the heart of an humbled 
‘ffoule, Chrift would work, and the humbled - 
} foule is contented with itzand Chriftwould 
| havealltheglory from the humbled foule, 
| and he is: wellcontented to giveall the glory 
to God. Weufeto fayin thef{chooles,Ifany 
-{ man have difpofed of his dwelling, and fra. 
| med thebuilding,and fitted it,he wil fet it up 
| excepthe either want wifedome, and knows — 
| not-how'to doeit : orelfepower,andisnot - 
| ableto perfe@ that worke which he hath be. | 
‘| gun. Thefe cannot befall God. A wifeeffi- 
}-cient caufe never framed any matter, buthe 
| brings inthe frame, and ‘fets it ap. Hee that 
| hath fitted and ‘framed all the materials of 
| his building,if he will not makeup the frame — 
|} for himfelfe, ie is either becaufe hee wants 
“power and cannot doeit,or elfe wants wile- 
dome and knowes nothowto doeir, but the 
| Lord that hath fittedt he heart for himfelfe, | 
Be eres that 
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{that all may be done by him,andailthe glo. 
ry of theworke cometohim agaiac,he nei: | 
| ther.wants. power nor wifedome to finith 
{the worke ; heehath begun, and.therefore | 
‘| he willnot deférre, but will come faddenly | 
{and take.poffefionofhim. . . | 
|), Rea(os-3. Laftly, the Lord will not. de- | 
| ferre to-come to dwellinanhumbled heart, | 
becaufe all hinderancesare now takenaway, 
{and therefore the place is ready to receive 
| him, and he ready. tocome, certainly hewill | 
|-come without delay. If there be any hind- | 
derances to keepe out Chrift ic muft be ei- | 
theron Chrifts part, or on our parts:butin the | 
| humble heart there is nothing to hinder it, 
1 If any thing keepe us off from Chrift, itis 
‘either becaufe we loue our felues, or our 
‘corruptions. Now the humble heart hath | 
| renounced both of thefe, and the humble | 
| foule faith, My fin fhallnotrule me,and,my | 
felfe cannot fave me, therefore let the Lord | 
Tefus Chrift come and. take poffeffion | 
of my heart. The humble heart hath renoun- | 
| ced fin and himfelfe,and now he would have | 
the Lord Ie{us Chriftro be his King and Sa- | 
viour.] Now all the hinderances muft bee | 
| on Chrifts part: and that cannot be granted 4 
for Chriftis fo farre from being unwilling | 
that he defiresto come in:for he hath knockt | 
}.at many a proud heart:Behold, 7 (land atthe | 
| dooreand knock: ifany man heare my voyce, | 
| { AKA | 


“ee 
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ing. =<“The Soules ingrafting intoChrift, | 
| and open natome, Iwill come into him andwill | 
| (up with him, and Lewithine,Rev.3.2.0:And | 
| in other places he faith, Forfakethy fins and | 
corruptions, and receive thy-owne falyation | : 
and be norunder the rule of finne and thofe| 
bafe lufts. Open my leve,my dove, my wadefi: | 
led. Surely ifthe doore.were open he would | ‘ 
comein:nay himfelfe faitl fo profeffedly, | 
asin that place aforenamed. Oh-hee hath 
knocked many. atime at the heart ofa poore | - 
wretch, and {aid ,[f 4sy man will open to me, 
f willcome in, If any, He that promifethto 
| come inif the doore were open, thereis no| 

Uunwillingnefle on his part: butin the hums | - 
-bled foulethere areno more lets, for he hath , 
thrown away fin in himfelfe,and {aid, Hove | 
you not, I regard you not, letthe Lord Tefiis | - 

comeand rule in thisfame brokenheart- of | 
mine. 

_. Thus gather up all:Ifit be the end of God 
the Fathers fending Chri(t, and the {cope of | 
Chrifts comming, and if the glory of his | 
grace bee much more advanced this way, 
and if-there be no hinderances, then im- 
mediately expe@ him, hee commeth fid-: 
denly. 
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| Pye. 1. Vfer. Theufesare manifold: Fitft, itis 
| preatcom= | around of marvellous comfortto every hum : 
} hurabled bled foule: let not ftubborneand rebellious|. J 
| foule, wretches that fay, Wee will:not have this]. | 
‘man ruleoverus ;let-notfuch,I fay,meddle! 
| | with) 7 
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| with this comfort. To you I havenothingto 
| fay now, hereafter I fhall fay fomethine to | 

_ you to-your coft. But -all you foules thas | 
are willing to give way to Chrift Iefus, and | 


to breake open doore tor Chrift;and all you 


| of loofeneffe and vanity they arecomein a- 
‘gainft me,'and all the fins that Ihave com- 
‘mitted, the-guilt of them ‘yet remaines, and 


‘quieted, burmy old fins fliein my face. 
‘But are your hearts thus perplexed with 
the fight of fin, and with the expe@ation of 
the mifery of them,as in truth thereis much 
caufe to lament ? Artthou thusbroken hear- 
ted, and thus perplexed? And canft thou fay, 
Were my heart rid of my finnes, | fhould 
bee comforted ¢ Then, I fay, notwith- 
{tending all thy fins, }f the Lord fee thee 
humbled, hefeethnot thy finnes, hee will 
come and-comforc thee: kt all thy finnes 
2 come 
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that-have any evidenceof:this work, I fay | 
-all you broken hearts goe your way with | 
| comfort, Chrift-willcomfortyou,nay, hee | 
| will meecyouat home. Me thinks’ this is e- | 
\'nough to-comfort the -heartof any in the | 
| world. Then let what can befall us; the Lord | 
| Chritt: will come fuddenly. . | 
_. But fome willfay, Many aremy fins that «| 
| lie hard upon me; and'my abominations: 
‘come in like troups,and all the old train band 


‘T cannot get ftrengeh'againft them,but fill 
‘they. prevaile ; for my confcience is tot 
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: come and rifeup in armesagaintt thee, the 
Lord Chrift. will come fuddenlyand then 
mercy willcometo pardon, and grace will | 
-cometo fuccour thee againft thy.fin, 

But what ?.will the Lord come into this ' 
wretched, vile,corrupt heart ofmine? What || 
will Iefus Chrift come into this Temple 2. | 
Indeed he may cometofacha man that is |. 
humbled; but he will never come to fucha’’| 
wretch as Tam; I have finned thus'and thus.” 
See what the Text faith, Apoe.3.2, Behold yr |. 
fland atthe doore and knocke, if any man will | 
heateand opens: he doth not fay; I fland-at | 
the doore of a Nobleman,but at every bafe | 
adultererer and drunken wretch, Jfthe drun- : 
kard and the adulterer will open the Lord | 
willcome in and fanGifie him,and take pof= 
feffion of him, and:rule in him,and cleanfe 
him from all bis lufts. and corruptions. 
Though thy lufts and abominations be ma- 
‘ny, that willnot hinder him. seks: 
Andas thereisadmirable comfort againft 
fin, fothereisadmirable comfort againgt all 
mifery. He knowes nothing that knowes not 
that allthe Chriftian worldis in an uprore, 
and thatthe enemy dotk workeabroad. But’ 
though you doe not fee thefe, you may fee 

‘| the world oppofing, and the Divell tempt- 
‘ting, andthe wicked cafting reproach upon. 
all hands, and. your hearts begin to bee 
daunted, and fay, 1 would profeffe Religion, 

| but }. 
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but my father would be difcontented, and 
| fhame, and diferace will.come in amaine, and 
‘| mifery and-perfecution willcome, notwith.. 
‘| ftanding the ‘Lord Tefus Chriftis comming | 
|intothofe foules of yours. For if you bee} 
| foundly humbled, Chrift comes fuddenly, 
land then come what can come, in all trou- | 
| bles “Chrift- will comfort ‘you, and in all | 
‘l weakneffes Chrift will firengthen you, yea, | 
| he will let the {piritof glory reft upon you 
| here, and glorifie'you with himfelfe for. e- | 
4 ver hereafter. Inallwants there iscomfort: | 
| though friends, and meanes, and allgo,yet | 
| Chriftcomes: and the further thy friends go | 
1 fromthee, the nearer will Chrift come to 
| chee. Letyour foules be herein refrefhed for 
ever. Mony, as the Proverbis, ax/wers all. 
| Amanwillchange honour, and leave his’ 
| place for money: and we ufeto fay, Money | 
| will doe it. If you want honour money will | 
| buy it, and whatfoever the world can doe, | 
{money can doe. And hereuponit isthat the | 
tich man faith, I haveit by me- ifhe wants | 
| a houfe, hee hath money that will buy | 
it. You ‘that’are ‘humbled goe your |, 
| wayes;and eat your meat with glad hearts | - 
the Lord accept of you,the Gedof comfort 
refrefh your hearts yet more againft thefe | 
| eronblefome times. Itis the fpeach of Chrift | 
to his difciples; Feare mot tittle locke, it #5 | 
your fathers willto give you @ kingdome.{f a | 
ans ie broken. 


Luke 12. 3 Be I 


| Vier 
| Theyareofa 
§ naughty fpi- 
i rit, who en- 
4 dure notbro. 
ken fpirits, 


= ‘A 
' : 


| will comfore him. Ifthe humbled foule goe 
| im. nay,if it were pofible for the hum: | 
| bled foule to. goe.dawne.to, hell, the Lord | 
| ;Chrift would come into, him, » for whepe- 
| difmaied, Chrift is thine, y 
| toall, Chriftisthe Godo 
| tte father of all mercy :-thow haf many 
| Wants and weaknefles,, and Chrift is the 
| 4Y good and, perfeé gift, and he will com, 


| lookein : ifthou art banifhed, h 


| fidering whatwondertul Priviledges we have | 


| and triall. Doth Chrift c 


| endure the prefence of poore broken Kear. 


the malters.advantage,and ifthe childlean 


ee 
ptt) Sie ne 


broken and humbled foule goe into prifon, 
Chrift wilgoe ro all the prifons in Chrigt 


— 


{ene 
dome buthe will find him our,andtherehe 


intothe Indies, Chrift will bee there with 


foever eis, Chriftwil be.Feasenonbe nae 


| : ouhavenot one: | 
ly .a Kingdome butaChrift, and heanfwers. 


fall comfort, and | 


God of all AMercies 5 from him comes eve. 


fort thee, . Wherefoever thou arts Chrifhwill | 
? ¢ will wank. 
der up. and downe all wilderneffes byt hee 
willfind thee, and fave thee for ever, Ifwe 
benot comforted, iris a thame for.us, ‘con: 


INA BUte: a a, 
_ ¥fe2. Thefecond.ufe 


is for examination 
ss HTL: Come tuddenly in: 
to the heart truely humbled and prepared ? 
Letus trie then, and takea tafte-of the fpirits | 
of fuch men that arenot able to bearenor 


ted finners. If thefervane. will not lie, for 


iq 
his | 


his bafe courfes, and will not give a-carnall 


hearts rife with marvellous defperate in- 
‘dignation againft fuch men, they:cannor 
thinke ofthem with any quiet, they cannot 

r fo loofeand vile, hee is regarded 5 but 
the humblechild is trampled upon, and they 


argument ofa graceleffe fpirit: either Chrift 
erres; or elfe thou art out of the-way, either 
Chriftis tobe blamed: for his praétice, ‘or. 


| and art thou. weary of them ?.Thou art a 
| graceleffe foule,:and an’ enemy. to the Lord 


raoh and the Egyptians: indeed the Egypti- 
ans did -alwayes diflike them, . but now they 
were an abomination tothem, This wasno- 


and this Egyptian fervitude is our {pirituall 
bondage under finne. How doth thy heart 
ftand towards thefe poore foules ¢ Art thou 
cairied with indignation againft them @ It 


| isfan argument of a heart void of grace, and - 
I that 


<= 


le WY 32 be 


father content according to his mind, marke | 


how their {piritsrife againft fuch men, their . 


@ookte fight of thems if itbea feryant ne-. 


faytohim, Youhadbeft.goe to your holy . ) 
brethren, and tothe company of fuch and: 
{uch precife. ones. . This is the:undoubted . | 


-thou.Dothhe come ‘to fuch asare-humbled, 


of life, Whenthe people of Iracl beganto. 
{peake of goinginto the wildernefie to facri-. 

cetothe Lord their God, they did. ftinke, | 
and were abominable in the.eyes of Pha- | 


thing elfe butatype : Pharaoh isthe Devill, | 


ey, ee ; 


+. 
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fore the Lord will requite theein thy owne 


fociety and art not able to live with them, | 
and art leath to be feene amoneft them,and . 
dareft not fhewthy-felfe to come within che 

-compafle‘of'a broken heart, left thy drunk-s 
ken companions revile thee for the fame, and 


‘thou knoweft them not. Thisis a fhrewd. 


_ * 


of thofe poore Saintsin glory. =~ 


broken kear- 


ciety in the world; and ‘therefore reioyce . 
thou in their company. Let us‘not thinke 
/much to cometofuch, as Chrift comesto- | 
_Tetus net-thinke that the bafeneffe of their 
_ perfons, or the meanneffe of their eftates, will 
beany caufe forus why we fhould difcard or 
difdainetheir company. Be- fure that thy 
‘foule bee. farre from this carnall diftem- 
per. | | 
Happily thy carnall friend will fay, Thou | 
wilt difgrace thy perfon to keepe company 
with fuchas thofeare. Makeanfwer for thy 
felfe, and againfttheir face, and fay, They 
are my betters: yea the Lord Jefus Chrift 
bleffed 


“Lhe Soules ingrafting intoChrift. | 
“| that thou artan £gyptianto this day, there. {| 


‘| kind: andthat thou art now weary of their ‘|: 


fay, artturneda Puritan now? will youbee 
-of their company.¢and then thou fweareft | 


figne thou fhalt never enioy the company | 


The 'thirdufeis a ground of inftru@ion : | . 
_and we hencelearne how to make choice of .| 
_our companions, Learne ofour Saviour,the | 
broken hearted finners, are the beft. for fo«. 
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bleffed for ever, keeps company with them, | 
. | ‘and-fhallnorldoeittoo ? The Lord Iefus 
| defiresnobetter company, and’ fhall.I goe. 
any further? 1f he bee afound broken hear- 
ted finner, itsno matter what his condition 
be. Asthe Apoftle Saint Zohn faith, That 
yon Abfomay have fellowship with us,1 lohn 1, . 
3, Why,(may-fome fay’ ) what great mat- 
ter is that? The Apoftle faith, our fellow- 
fhipis no fmall matter : for it is with God: 
the Father; and with Iefus Chrift. There is |. 
nevera poorefoule, though hee goe barely, | 
and faremeanely, butif his heart bee truely 
humbled, his fellowfhip is with Iefus Chrift 
which is nolittle matter. Zech.8.23. when 
the Lord: had’ honoured the Tewes there 
came many‘ citizenstothem, and took hold 
of the skirt of alew, and faid,We will go\ 
with you: for we havebeard that God is with | 
yen, Sodoe thou. Doftthou fee a broken | 
hearted man, lay hold on his skirts,dwell in. 
that: houfeifthow canft,and fay, I will live | 
with thee for ever. God is with thee: nay, 
the Lord is in thee: yea, the company of 
an humbled foule is even acorner of heaven | 
here uponearth. Itis-feintruth,and there- | 

fore let it be foin your judgements. What 
isittobein heaven? Wee fhall beever with | 
the Lord: thisistobein heaven,1The/.4.17, 
Isthisto beinheayen ? -Then wherefoever | 
thouart, thow art with Chrift; thouart in | z 
lreaven. t We 
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; heaven. Whenfoever thou art in thecom. 
‘pany-ofa broken hearted finner,thou art with: 
Chriftjand therefore in heaven: and when- 

“foever thou comme inte their company, 

C hrift Iefus will give thee the meeting. Your | 

‘fafhionmungerscountita matter of creditto- 

“have Court fathions:thisis the Court fathi- 
on, and the Courtis where Chrift our Lord 
and King is: Chriftdwels in fuch'a houfe,| 

and in fucha heart; and therefore as thou- 

' doft hope to.be with Chrift for ever, rejoyce 
to be with {uch perfons: this is the onely 

way thataman mufttake to chufe hiscom-] 

‘pany. Doe good toall neighbouts, and al} 
Chriftians, and hope'wellofall; but reloyce’ 
efpecially in thofe whofe hearts are truely | 
broken.in ‘the fight and. prefence -of the| 
Lord. soe ;: | i TRESS a 

4.[¢ isa ground of thankfulneffe to all} 
thataretruely humbled before God. “Thus{ 
you oughttohave your hearts ftored: with : 


Vie 4. 
Be thankful] 
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Eine of | thankfulneffe - nay,to ftand and wonder 2 
Chrift to thy 


‘the goodnefle and kindnefleof God, I would 
havea man fpendall histimethis way. When 
‘the Lord Iefus hath gone through’ many '| 
Countries; and paffed by many tich,and ho. 
nourable, and great onesofthe world, and 
that hefhouldlookein ata poorefamily,and 
knocke at a poore mans doore, and that hee ' 
fhould lookein ata poore wretched heart of 
a wife or ofachild, thisis marvellous mer- 


poore foule, 
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cy. If agreat perfon, efpecially a. Prince 
sor Monarch, did looke into a poore. mans 
| houle,or come to vifit-amanin prifon; what 
| wouldithe world fay.? Oh,the like was ne- 
-ver heard of, the King himfelfein his owne 
-perfon lighted: there, and ftaid there, and 


4 wentintothe dungeon, and» conferred with 
shima greatwhile, .Mehavould-bee befides | 
_themfelves.ifthey ‘had this:favour fromthe Z 
King. In Lake 1.43, when AWary.was with ABS 
child ofthe Lord, and caine to vifit Efiza- lg 
beth thee faid to: Mary; Whence ts this tomee Te 
that the mother of myLord fhould come to mee ? >> 
I feeno ground nor reafon for this, there is oY 
no werthon my partthat I fhouldlooke for eS 
fiich favour, Now iftthee were fo ravifhed > 
with the prefence of: Mary the: mother of oY 
Chrift, what maiftthou bee then in regard By 
of the prefence of Chrift:-himfelfe thar is (8 
cometolodge in thy heart? Thowhaft caufe / 
| to be ravifhed with admiration; and to fay, 
‘Whence isit thatnot onely the mother: of 2 
| «my. Saviour, but even my ‘Saviour himfelfe, j 
‘| fhould cometome? Whatto vifit mee that Aa 
oppofed him: andto vifit methat-have pre- i 
| ferred: my bafe' lufts:beforethe blond ofthe. ig 
Lord: Iéfus.Chrift ?, Whence comes this ¢ | § 
| It was that which Se/omon tooke notice of in y 
| the firft of Kéngs c.8.v.28.for-whemheihad H 7 
buile the Temple; andthe Lord‘had enga- | Hi ) 
gedhimfelfeby promifetocome and dwell ie 
a west adds taints Ve 
: 
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; inthe fame, he faid, Zs ¢ true that the Lord 
will come to dwell upon the earth? Bebald the 
| heaven of heavens is not able to containe bins, 
|-mach leffethis Houle that I have made.As it. 
was inthe materiall Temple, fo muchmore 
inthe {pirituall Temple: for thy heartis his 
Temple. Therefore thou maift reafon thus. 
withthy felfe, and fay, Isittrue? will the } 
Lord dwell uponthe earth ?-the beavers of hts. 
| veus cannot contaive himsand fhallthisearth- | 
| then mud wall, this earthly. Tabernacle, and 
this finfull wretched heart ¢OhthattheLord 
fhould cometo dwellin fuch afoul! thisis a 
mirrourofmercy. Doe you humble foules — 
| as the Centurion did when Chrift was come. 
| into his houfe.Z.ams not worthy (faith he ythat | 
| thou fhouldeft some under my roofe sbut fpeake 
the word onely, and my fervant hall be whole. 
‘So fay thou Lord I am not worthy that chou. 
| fhouldeft comeunder the roofe of this finful 
wretched heart,only fendthy Angels to vifit . 
me, and thy word tocomfort me: but forte | 
| come in thy owne perfon from heaven to 
fuch:a poore creature asTam-; the Angels 
| muft come from heaven to wonder at this’ 
mercy, and to magnifiethe Lord for it:ther- | 
fore as you haue received Chrift, walke wor- 
thy of him and be thankfullto the Lord to 
thefame. . aoe 
The laft ufe ofthis DoGrineis for exhor- 
tation. Youfee the meanesthat God appone 
ted 


| difpofed,, and without all queftion Chrift 
-| wallcometo comfortand:refreth thee upon 


appointed forthe conveyance of grace, and 
‘mercy to you, nay, that Chrift him(elfe 
may take poffeffion of you, anditis the way 
and meanes that will never deceiue you. 
Would you have Chrift to dwelhin you ?: 
then be- humbled, and bee not-wanting to 
your felues, andtnen Chrift will never: bee 
wanting to you: labour to get this humili- 
ation, and Chrift will come immediately 
‘into your foules.. Haveaheart but rightly 


_alhoccafions.. Yourfee the way to get a 
Saviourto.come and dwell invou,then walk 
or any quiet to thy heart, before thou haft 
-diftempers, doe not thinke the time long, 
and fay,] hauewaitedlong,and many ayeere, 
_and- I have looked many a wifhly long!ook 
the Lord feeme“to delay in the performance 


wilt thou comfort me ? P{al.t19.82.Nay,lay 


owne fault why Chrift comes. not: thou 


in that way, and giveno reft-to thine eyes, 


‘gotten this frame-ofheart. Takeheed ofall 


_and yet I cannot heare of the Lord Iefus to | 
'vifit chis poore perplexed heart of mine, If | 


of his premife, fayas David did, Ah, wher. 


the blame where theblame is, and cenfider: | 
thy owne fturdineffe and vilenefie :it is thy: | 


wilt not open, andtherefore Chri@ is noc | 

come: thou doft not prepare for him, and | 

for this canfe it is that thoudoft not enjoy: | 
| the 
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They» that 


would haue 


Chrift dwell 


in them muft 
be willing to 
; be humbled, 
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riji.| & 
‘the company of fucha blefled Saviour :a ¢ 
St. Peter faith, 2 Pet.3.9. The Lord is nes 
| flacke, as [ome men count flacknege, but the. 
| Lordtakesthe beftfeafon, andis long fuffe- : 
‘ving towards us. ‘When the feafon is, wee 
fhall have itsfor itis not hisflacknefle. The 
‘time isnot long, doe notthinkefo, hee hath 
not forgottento be gracious toa’poore hum- 
‘bled: foule: but looke into thy owne heart 
and way and‘feethy owne folly there Haft 
thoup:epared often, and waited‘long, and} 
“yet thou heareftnonewes ofa Chrift,and of } 
mercy ? Aligoe to thine owne heart, and. 
| fay, Surély I am ‘in “faule, the wound is 
inmy {clf: others havereceived a Chrift,and 
he would havecomeinto my heart too:for 
ought I know. Nay, heis as willing tocome 
to thee astoany, but thy owne hafty heart 
fhutsthe doore againft him : therefore bea- 
bafed kindly, and the Lord will come, and 
net tarry. Did you ever account of the com-. 
ming of C hrifts prefence ro:youe Was the 
| prefence of Chrift ever worth the having ?” 
and would you not have himtocome ‘into-|_ 
your hearts, that will bring grace and glo- 
} ry, andmercy, when hecomes¢ as Like ro. 
9. when Chrift was come in‘o the houfe of 
| Zacheus, he faid, This dav is falvation come 
{ 40 thy houfé. So that when Chrift comes; | 
j mercy and allcomfort comes.Isnot Chrift, 
and fulvation by him worth the having ? . 


If ever you. hope for:.Chrift; whip out.all 
| buyers and feliers out of the Temple, and 


‘take poffeflion of you. . 
motiuestoprovoke you .toit. - 


Lord Iefus Chiift,than caft outa company 
of bafe lufts, It will ftick oneday hard upon 
that mans:heart, when he fhall feethe mar: 
vellousexcellency ofthat redemption which 
Chrift. hath wrought, and the beauty ofthat 


his,and the glory and happineffe which hee 
hath prepared for, and will beftow upon his 
fervants : when (I fay )in the houre of death; 
orinthe day ofjudgement, he fhall,fee him- 
felfeutterly deprived of this graceinChrift, 
he willthen gnaw his owne flefh that hee 
hath loft heaven and happineffe (it may be) 


If] had caftaway the world, I might haue 
had Chriftand:mercy : andthe Adulterer 
willfay, If1 would have caftaway my bafe 
lufts and corruptions, Chrift -would haue 
dwelt in my heart, and would have purged 


lf [had Jaidaway my owne vanity; and my 


| owne pride, the Lord would haue taken poft- | 
3 {effion ' 


a QS ie 
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then you ‘hall hearenewes of aSaviourto 


|. I-havefpokenof the meanes how to -get |. 
an humble heart; now let me‘giue you two |- 


Firft, confider whatan vareafonable thing 


isa Motives 1.4 
litis,that thoufhouldeft ratherkeepeoutthe |: 


| grace which-Chriftworkesin the hearts of 


for one bafe luft. The covecous man willfay. . 


| my heart:and the proud hipocritewill fay, 


ee ee 
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feffion of my foule, and hee would have 
| brought glory, and falvation, and-comfort. 
| Ah woeto me that ever'I was borne, that 
I would not part with bafe lufts; and with | 
wealth, but that I was content rather to. 
‘pare with Chrift Tefus, than to forgoe 
thefe corruptions.» Whatan unreafonable 
rae isthis ¢he will-curfe himfelfe one day | 
forit. . 
2 As itisunreafonable, fo in the fecond 
| place what an vncomfortable thing will it _ 
bee: Ahthink of itin time:torthe time will | 
‘come, at the greatday ofaccount,when we. 
| thall: ‘need a Saviour andcrave his prefence, 
and'be forced to defire C hriftto come tous, 
What ‘a‘cut to our hearts will ic then bee, 
that we havefhat our hearts againft him ¢- 
When the fins of thy youth thall {eize upon 
thee, and thou fhalt fee hell gaping ready to 
fwallow thee up, and deftru@tion ready to 
take pofleffion of thee, and Sathan fhall 
lay grievous accufations againft thee s and 
time(I fay )fhallthen come that thou wilt. 
fay, Ahthat Chrift wouldcometo {ane and 
helpeme a pooreforlorne wretch |. Will it 
not then bea gallro.amans heart to thinke 
of it? It will make him fay, With what 
| heart can I looke for grace or mercy from” 
Chrift, before whom I haue preferred the 
|. world, and my bafe lufts, and the delufions 
| Of the world ? and when the Lord Iefus 
eon _ Chri 
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| Chrift by his mercy didlabourto allure me, 
and {aid openly to me, My. fiver my love, my 
dove, my undefiled, Iwould ‘none of him :i¢ 
is that: Chrift whom my ‘heart -reje&ed, 
and whofe bloud I trampled under my 
feet, and fhall Inow cometo him for mer- 
cy.¢ Nay, how juftly may the Lord anfwer 
meas hedidthofepeople in: Zeremy ? Ter ir. 
27.:\who inthe time of theirtroubledid fay; 
tothe Lord, Arife.and helpe ws : but ‘the 
Lord made them anfwer, and {aid, Where 
areithe Gods that thouhaft madethee 2: lee them 


avifeif they can fave thee in the time of thy | 
trouble: fer according to the number of thy 


| 


Cities arethy gods, O Iacob. So will it bee 

with you: you muft away one day, andgoe | 
before the Lord Iefus : die you muft,andto | 
judgement you muft come, to give an ac. | 
count forall. Can you anfwer one of a | 
thoufand ? canyou ftand againft the fierce- | 
nes of his wrath: Ab, how willthofe woun- | 
ded foules behelped ? Onely bya Chrift. | 
Then Chriftand grace will bee worth fome- | 
thing. When you lie looking every houte | 
| for the laft gafpe, then you will cry formef® | 
cy, and Chrift, and would give a world for | 
him - but -Chrift will make you anfwer, and | 
fay, Remember the time wherein thou | 
wouldf not havemeecto rule, or right that | 
heart of thine: thou wouldeft nothave mee | 
to fanctifie thee, and wouldftthou have me: | 

K | 


to Chrift, 


~ ee - be ut ite 
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les ingrafting intoCbrift,| 
|. to-fave thee now ¢'No, no: let thy bafe lufts | 
_and corrupt companions fave and fuccour 
thee, and procure confolationto thy-foule, 
wofull comforters are they all:. youwill. 
then think ita terribleching that this. Chri 
Tefus( whichnow youwill not haue your 
Saviour to purge and fandtifie you) thal then’ 
be your Iudge,2 The/fir. 8. The Lord lefas: 
hall come in flansing fire rendring vengeance 
$6 all that know hinsnet. Thouthat wilt nor 
haveChriftto take away allthy fin,8to rule 
inthee, and thou that haft thru Chrift 
outof thy heart, andfrom thy houfe,thou, 
wilt wifhthat thou mighteft never come 
tojudgement -but Chriftwillcome te thy 
coft. Thou wouldftnot haue Chrift teruje 
in thy heart: therefore he will come in yen- 
Seance to execute uponthee all chofe plagus 
threatned, and which thow-haft deferyed ; 
| andthen ftoppe him in judgément, if thou 
canft. Now the way is ready, and the 
meanes fet faire before your eyes -takethe 
right courfe, and the Lord Iefus will nor 
deferreto come fuddenly,doeyou whatyou 
fhould,and Chrift will doe what you defire. 
06. Ah, faith one, itis marvellous hard 
to bid adieutoall lufts and corruptions, and 
, to cut offthe right hand, and to-caft away 
the right eye, and to part with every dar- 
ling diftemper. Ah, faiththe covetous man, 
-ifTcouldhave Chrift and the world too 
io BES then 


| liation asthe Shechemite did of circumci- 
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then I could be contented tohave Chrift : | ° 
and the Adulterer faith, If I could haue | 


Chrift, and my Queanes, and my lufts:and 


the Hypociite faith, If { might haue Chrift | 
and my fecret haunts of heart,then I would | 
be willing to yeeld-, butif all thofe corrup- { 
tions muftbe facrificed, and if Chrift muft | 
take away all my corruptions from mee, | 
and worke allin mee,this will be tedious. | 

Anfw It will be bitter and tediousat firf,, | 
but it will quit all coftin the end, and it’ 
will never repent youthen of all-yourteares | 
that you haue fhed, nor 6f all the anguith of | 
heart which you haue had,when you fhall | 
haue mercy and bee for ever comforted | 


thereby, and by this meanes haue a 


way made to everlafting life. T would | 
haue the heart ofa poore Chriftian doe as | 
| shechem{aiththeheartofHamsor did when he | 
would marry Dinah Ges.34.22 .23. Come | 
Let us be circumcifed as they are. Shall not 
their cattell, and their [nbftance, and every | 
beaft of theirs be ours? Their heards are great | 


and their wealth is mighty,and allthis thall | 
be ours. Thushe periwades the hearts of | 
the people to yeeld to him init onely, but | 
through the defire oftheir goods. Let mee. 
plead fo with the foule ofan humble fin- | 
nerin this kind :thou muftthinke of humi- 


fion; I muft never fee the faceof drunken- 
K 2 nefie 
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~ 4 hefle more, I muft bid adieu to all carnal] ; 
| profits and pleafures: Ah this goes to my 
heart, this pinches indeed, this ftrikes to 
the quicke. They would bee circumcifed | 
though it were painfull : how much more 
maift thoureafon with thy owne heart, and 
fay, It is tedious and irkefome, butit wil be | 
comfortable hereafter. Let us bee circum. 
cifed and bid adicuto all our lufts, thall not 
alithefubftance of C hrift Iefirs be ours? Let 
us forlake the world to have C hrift,and not 
onely mercy thall bee ours, but euen every | 
grace and comfort#hal be ours,as the A po- 
Kile faith, The God of all comfort and cowfolats. 
on ts eurs. If thou wiltbe humbled,and part 
with the world,and cut away every luft,and 
throw. away all whatfoever, then-all the! 
| pleafures ofhis right hand hall bee ours: | 
and all the happines of heaven thal be ours 5 |. 
nay,allthe fatneffe of the earth fhall be ours, 
| 4fatim dives | Suppofe] muft pate with thefe,¥ thall haue 
ch. quiowm | Chrift for my riches; andif I part with 
| gating "| friends, I thali haue Chriftto fand by me, 
tas | and if I part with honour here, I thal] 
have.Ghrift to honour me 3and if I part 
with joy here,! thall havethofe joyes which | 
are Not.conccived by the ‘heart of man. | 
You fathers fpeake of it to your children, 
and you husbands{peak-of it to yourwives: 
let every foule be humble > and take al] 
mercy. Shallnor all be ours ? Fathers 2d. 


7 hiker 
iets ae 


& eat. 


hard for me, fo that 1 may gaine a Lord 
Iefus Chrift, if I know mine owne heart, 


-andif]-knowit not, let the Lord make it 


knowne to mee. I {ee no fufficiency in my 
felfe; over my finto fuccour meé, and I 
have hada careto be burthened,and yet I 
{fee not a Saviour. 

Anfw.1 an{wer to this ;Isthistrue 2 and 
is thy heart humbled as thou faift ¢ then T 


fay, the Lord Tefiis Chrift ts come,and hath 


come manya day though thou perceiveft 
it not.Sofooneas thy foule is thus difpo- 


fed, the Lord Iefuscomes, and that fudden- 


ly too, though thou knoweft notat what 
time. As when Jacob fell afleepe uponthe 
ftone,and the Lord had made known him- 
felfe to him, he faid, Surely the Lord was 
in this place, and 1 was net awzre of it, So 


I fay,thou haft beene truly humbled,and 
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vife your little ones, and friends advife one | 
another. | | 
| -04.But the poore foulefaith,! confeffe no- 
| thing fhouldbee hard, and nothing fhould 
be deare, andi hope nothing fhall bee too 


Gen:28, 56. | 


the Lord Chrift is truely come, and thou |. 


knowett it-not. 

06, Butcanthisbethat the foule thould 
bee. poffeffed of Chrift,and not apprehend 
a Chrift ? | ee 

Anfw. Yes, it isnot onely poffible, but 


it is too.ordinary : and the reafons why’ it 
: RG 30 sical 
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; oo pisf0, and the Rinderaneeswhich keepe a} 
| foule from feeing, they are thefe foure in| 
particular:fortherebe foure lets on our Part..| 
1. Firlt, Chrift may come into thy foule, | 
and thou doftnot know him. Asone man 
| COmesto another mans houfe, and happi- | 
ly onethat he hath loved and defired too: 
yet his gheffe is fuch, and the diftance of 
the time folong fince he faw him, that he 
may be thereand hisfriend:never the wifers| 
fo thou maitt complaine that the Lord 
Chriftis notinthy foule, ce yet knoweft noe | 
when he is there:this isthe ordina 'y miftake 
in the foule,as itis inthe fight. Mat.14.2 55 
'26.37.C hriftcomestohis Difciples walkin ah 
*ponthefee,and they wereall affraid, becaufe} 
they had thoughtthey had {een a Spirit, and’ 
they cried owt for feare:but Chrift faid, Re sor 
afraid,itist.Chrift wasthen mot heer to c6- 
| fortthem, whentheyhadthought ithad bina 
Spiritto afftight them: andthe fault was in. 
their underftanding,they could not difcerne 3 
him. Asi: wasin the bodily fight, foitis int 
the (pirituall eye:thou faiftitismany a day 
fince the Lord Iefus did open mine eyes, } 
and burthenmy foule, and’ made mewea- : 
‘Ty, and made my finnes loathfome to my | 
felfe, and Icould even-be contentto be rid} 
of my felfe,. tobe rid of my fln. Whence | 
comesit that thou art content to fee thy fin? 
and whence is-ic that thouare burthened |. 
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| rid of thy felfe, and fin, and all ¥ Is it not 
from Chrift thy Saviour? whence isicthat | 


ter C hrift,and fhee enquires of Chrift, for 


\ ked him fora Saviour.SoI may fay to thee 


with it,and that thou are content to bee 


thou art contentto lie under the word of 
God, and to bedifpofed by itvIs itnotfrom 


Chrift ¢ Did you never heare of a poore | 
countryman that went to the King in his — 


hunting, and asked him where the King 
was? It hath beenefoin many deare faints 
of God - as Johp20. 13. 145 cre. after 
the death and refurre@tion of Chrif, 
Mary went to looke for him, and che An- 
gell{aid, Why weepef thox ¢ and whom {ce- 


keft thou ? Oh, faith thee, Becaufethey have 


taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him, Her foule did yerneaf- 


Chrift, and thought him-to be the Gardi- 
ner. Chrift faidto her, Mary why weepeft 
showe then fhee turned her felfe, and faid, 
Rabboni, thatis, Mafter. Mary loved Chrift 
and was acquainted with a Saviour ; yet 
now becanfe of the fuddenneffe of it, the 
underftood him not, and therefore thee af. 


poore humbled foule, Why weepeft thou 
and thou faift, Oh, I feeke a Saviour, if 


you can tell me the way whereby mercy | 
may be derived from himto my foule,I be: | 


feech you advife me of it 3if you know the 
way how I may carry my felfe before 
K 
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‘the Lord, thar i may find mercy in his fight | 
. let me knowit. Thetruth is Chrift is there, | 
| itis he that makes thee looke after aChrift, 

and it isChrift that makes thee fecke unto | 


him for mercy ; thou feekeft to a Chrift | 

| fora Chrift, | . 

Secondly,asthe foule ofa poore finner | 
knews not Chrift though hemeet him in his 5 
way,and out ofthe weakneffe of his judge-| i 
ment, and by reafon ofhis ignorance, hee ' 
knowes not his prefence: fo in the fecond : 
place thou attendef nor to the Lord Iefiis | : 
when he is come: therefore he: comes meek. | ‘ 
ly, and quietly, and ‘calmely-and fpiritual: | 
ly, notwithftanding thou regardeft him nor. : 
Chrift came into the midft ofhis Difciples | ‘ 
when all the doores were fhut, and they q 
attended not to him :- fo thou knoweft not 4 
ofa Chrift, becayfe thou atrendeft not to! 7 
-him-and his comming. Confider this welf «| ' 
themainehinderancéisthis, when the heart : 
ofa poore Chriftian is marvelloufly taken 
{ afide with his owne weaknefie,and diftem-} - : 
| pers, and troubles, and his: mind isallupon : 
| them, Chrift pafléth by and hee regardeth i 
hot : as Luke 24. 5. when Mary came to ! 
| fecke for Chrift, the Angell {aid to her, Wy 
| feeke you the. living among the dead: ° So! 7 
| this hinders an humblefoule from the know . 
| edge of Chrift - wee looke-upon our cor- : 
ruptions and rebellions, and rub the fore ‘ 
| daily i 
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| daily, and we thinkethus, can grace bee'ia 
fach a, heart as this ¢ and will rhe Lord dwel 
infuch aheart asthis, thus vile, and: thus 
peftered with many bafecorruptions? Thou 
| canft never fee him there- Why feekeft 
thou a Chrift to.comfortthee, among ftthy 
owne corruptions, that would hinder thee 
from feeing him, and from receiting mercy 
from.him ¢ It was not for want ofeyes that 
Hagar did not {ee the weil, but becanfe fhee 
did not fearch for the Well. {oit-is-with 
_apoorefonle, | 
The well of life isin. Chrift, thereis 
the fountainof all grace and mercy the well 
is hard by us, nay it is within us: but alas 
we fit like Hagars, and. thus wee lye and 
periflzin our difcouragements.1f a maa pre- 
pare for fome great perfon, happely fome 
|_King ordeare friend,, and one thit.he hath 
1 long looked: for : if he comes not,then she 
gets himinto.a clofe walke, and there shee 
fits fighing and mourning for his ab{cences 
and while he fits thus,the manis come and 
hath beene long in, the houfe before hee 
thinkes.of any. fuch matter; and when he 
comesin,he beginstoaskeif the King orhis | 
‘friend be come.Oh, fay they, heeis.come } . 
longagoe:where have youbin? wewondred | 
whatwas become of you, Iuftfoitis here: 
for when we are weldred in our owne. for- 
row, and thinke thus, Oh, when will: it 
7 once | 


Simile, 


Sitsile, 
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| defperate difcouragements :.and then the. 


| and fhines there: but let him come from the 


| we 2 be that hath [ecne me hath feene the Fa 


_ way,then he defirerh to fee Chrift :this is. 


Ing, and waking sit is the Spirit of Chrift 
| that makes you willing to part with fiane. 
| Hath Chrift beene fo long with you,and do 
you not know him 2 : | 


eas aad i ial 
rears 


once be? The foulelookes long for Chit 
to comfort him, and becaufe hee receives: 
not comfort, he goes into the dungeon of 


Lord fefus comes to refrefh that foule,. 


though hee perceives it not.A man may fic | - 


long ina darke cellar of dungeon before he. 
can fee whenthe Sun comes into the houfe 


cellar, and then he thail fee the Sun thine 
cleerely.So when the Son of rigkteoufheffe 
fhines intoa man, and reveales himfelfe, he 
gets him dewneinto his diftempers,and wil 
not looketo a Saviour; the Son of righte- 
‘oufnefle is come and thines, and hee per- 
ceiuesit not. And as Phillip faid, Toba 14.8, 
Shew us the vather and it fafficeth. Then Le: 
{as faith unto him, have I beene fo re 


time with yo, avd yet haft thou not kn HE 


ther : he defireth'to {ee the Father, and yet 
when hee feeth Chrift,he feeth the Father. 

5o itis with this bleffed frame of foule:for | 
whena poote foulemourns underthe bur. 
then of fin, and defires that the word of | 
God may prevaile with it, and take all a: 


the Spititof Chrift humbling, and breaks 


The 


i 


| prefenceby our owne fenfe,and by fome ex- 
| traordinary fweetneffe that the foule ima- 
gins fhould be with him ifC hrift werethere. 
This isthe nature ofevery poore creature: 
he fets up a kind of imaginationin his owne 
head, andthinkes if C hrift were come once 
there would bee extraordinary {weetneffe 
and joy. Now fetting up this imagination 
in his owneconceit, hee will heare no o- 
ther evidence if he cannot find this, and 
fo mif-judgeththe prefence of Chrift. This 
was the failing of Géaeen ;for the fpirit of 
- Chrift, came to him, and faid, The Lord is 
| with hee, thou mighty mas of valour, And 


. as,why then is all this befallen us ? and where 
be all his miracles that our Fathers told us of, 

faying, Did northe Lord bringus up from E- 
‘| “eypt ¢ but now the Lord hath for[aken us,and 
delivered us into the hands of the Midianites 
Judges 6.12.13. The Angell knew what he 
{aid sbut marke what: he replies; And hee 
would not be perfwaded that the Lord was 


it is for all the world with the poore 


| Gideon faid , Ob my Lord,if the Lord be with — 


there, becaufe the enemy had the upper | 
hand - he thought God» was nov prefent } 
with them, becaufe theenemies were vexing | 
then?, and: prevayling againft them : bus | 
| the argument was naught,. for the Angell | 
was certaine of that which he fpake. Tutt fo: | 


broken |: 
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The thirdis, becaufe we judge Chrifts | 
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broken-hearted finner that now is oppre{-. 
fed with many corruptions. Sometimes. 
when the faithfull minifers {peaketothem 
| and fay,Goe in peace you broken-hearted 
inners, the Lord is with yous; Oh,faythey, | 
afihe Lord were with us, why doth lb this 
befall ws? Whyareour minds fo igno- 
rant, and our hearts fovileand finfull ¢ and - 
why. are our corruptions foviolent. Can 
the Lord be here and fo many weakneffes. 
too * The Lord»hath done ‘great matters 
for thera, that he hathdone good too, and 
they have rejoyced with ioy -vn{peakeable 
| and glorious :the Saints of Godhaue been 
more then conquerours through him ‘that 
lovedthem, and have {ubdued their corrup- 
tions :but yet we areunder the power of 
our finfull, poyfonfull, venemous hearts 
Rill, Canthe Lord bee with us, and all 
 thefe abominations not onely:prefleinupon 
-us, but.even captive us Yes,.you miftake 
the prefence of Chrift; he is-as well with 
| youin the.oppofing of fin, as in the ever- 
comming thereof: therefore the argument 
is falles. Thefame Apoftlethat was fome- 
times more-then a:conquerour, was fome- 
| times led captive,as Rom.7.23.and heethat 
|. did walke after the {pirit of Chrift, hadthe 
| Fle/h lofting againgt the S pirit,aud the Spirit 
Mg itnft the Flefh, Galis.t7.. Thisisyour 
|| imagination, that ifence the Kinigcome te | 
: your 


your houfe, and keepe court, no Traitour 
muft come there: yes, Traitours are ever | 


on. Though wherefoever Chriftis, there 


Chrift. It is juftwiththefoulein this cafe, 
as iffeme Gentleman fhould: receive the 


he did not prefently fendfor him into the 
prefence chamber,and advancehimtofome 


- refarreQion tohis owne fenfe; and if hee 


where the court is, they follow the courts | 
for there they thinke to accomplifh theif | 
-_villany.And you thinkeif the King come | 
to your honfe, he muft hug you in his arms, | 
and prefently promote you to all honers:{6 | 
the ioule faith, If Chrift were with me, I } 
fhould have abilitieto doe my duty, and | 
fhould have more power againft corrupti- | 


ereat place of honour :he isthere, though | 
he will not ‘prefently fend for yous: ‘This | 
was the faule of Thomas, loh# 20.25. hee | 
would haue tied the certainty of Chrifts | 


YW 


isfight of fin ; yetthis extraordinary fweet- | 
neffe doth not follow : but becaufe they | 
have not this, they thinke they have not | 


King into his houfe, and yethe wonld not | 
be perfwaded the King was come, becaufe | 


1 


t 
i 
i 


could not doe this,and that, he would not'| 
beleeue that Chrift was rifen: for fo the | 
Text faith, the Difciplesallfaw it, and did | 
witneffe it, but heconfines all to the com- | 
paffe of his ownefenfe; except he could fee | 
| inkis bandsthe print ofthe nailes, sag : 
| 1S | 
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|. bis handinto bis fide ,he would nor beleeue. 


Iuft fo it is for all the world with the poore 


humbled, broken foule: When a man de- | 


pends upon fenfeand fome ftirring appre- 
henfron: Oh, faith he, if could fee thate- 
vidence of Geds love, and had that affu- 
rance, and if my heart could thus breake 
| for my fio, andif I had this abilicy with all 
} careand cheerefulnefle to all holy duties, 
then [-could beleeue that Chrift were come: 
| thisitold you before,you will not belecue 
that the King iscometo your houle,except 
he will fend for you prefently into his pri- 
| vy chamber, and make youthe favorite of 
the Kingdome, And thereforcit befalls the 
foule ofa poore finneras.it did good old Za- 
| 606, Gen. 45.26. his fonnes told him that 
| his fonne lofeph was alive, but his heart did 
fiat, for hecould not beleeweit :but-when bee 
faw the Charists that his fon bad fest for him, 
| his {pirit revived within him, and he faid, 
| It 48 enough, lofeph wey fon is yet alive, ee. 
| Thus it is with us, wehavethe meffengers 
| of God, and the teftimony of Scriptureto 


| confirme the prefence of Chrift;but we will. 


| not beleeue except wee be charioted with 
| chat power and ability, and that feelingsand 
| except you have your hearts fully fatisfied 
| according to your owne imaginations, you 


| willnotbe perfwaded that Chrift is come 


| into your hearts. | 
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we doe not mif-judge the prefence of Chrift 


and doe notaccount of his comming by eur | 


owne fenfe:yea, though wee were in the 
chamber of prefence, and have had much 
experience of ( hrifts prefence with uss yet 


there is another hinderance which keeps of | 


the poore foule, and thatis, when our eyes 
bee hindred that wee cannot fee Chrift 


though he were before us: when the fting | 


of con{cience remaines, and the Rercenefle 
of fometempraion preffeth in upon us, or 
fome worldly inconvenierice fits hard u- 
pon us,and that our thoughts are wholly 


taken up with them, and the firength of | 
our imagination iswholly beflowed vpon | 
thofe, how to prevent them, fo that wee | 
cannotfee C hrifi:when a mans mind is thus | 
wholly imployed,and all his thoughts thus | 
bufied, partly about the guilt of fin,how his | 
conicience may be quieted ; and partly a- | 
bout temptation, how it may be removed 
fo that hee hath no leifure to fee Chrift, 
thoughhe knew him well ifhe were but in | 
the calmnefle of his heart: It befallsa poor | 
fouleinthis cafe asitdid the Difciples that | 
were going to Emmaus, Luke 24. 16; for | 
when Chrift came and joyned. fides with | 
them intheir travels,and weat with ine | | 
the [. 
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The fourthalfois on our part, Beeit fo | 
that either we have abilitieto know a Chrift | 
and that we fee his commingin, and that | 
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the Text faith, that ther eyes were holden |. 
| that they fhould not know bim.Seethe ground 
of the holding oftheir eyes:'Chrift prefen- 
ted himfelfein hisowne proportion;there- 
forethe fault was not in the fubftance that 
they did fee. The fault was notin the eare, 
for that was not hindered in any meafure. 
neither did Chrift blind their eyesany way, 
| for theireyes were thus farre opened, as to | 
| fee the way, and walke cheerfully in it. 
| Whatdid holdtheir eyesthen? leaving ex. - 
-traordinary thingsto God: it wasthis, their 
| thoughts werefo bufied about the death of 
Chrift, and his refurre@ion, that they did 
not know Chriftthough he were with them 
| and therefore Chrift asked themthis quefti. 
i Luke agit7. | Ons What maner of communication is this that 
4 Sic. you have one toanother, and are thus fad 2 
And the oneof them {aid to hin, Arttheuouly a 
| frranger in lerufalem, and haft not knowne 
she things which are come to. paffe there in 
thefe daies? And bee faid unto them, What 
things ? Aud they fayd unto him, Concer. 
ning lefus of Nazereth, which was a Prophet, 
mighty indeed, and word, before God, and 
all the people.We trafted that it hadbcen bee 
which fhould have redeemed lfvael : and bem 
fide allthis, today tthe third day fince thefe 
| things were done, and whetherhee be rifen 
againe we know not. Wee find this by 
/ CommMON experience, a man that hath ws 
13 min 


ere ‘ 


TheSoules ingrafting intoChrifi, 145 


= dl ; uae 
mind poffeffed with fome fad meditation, 
though his familiar friend be neere him, yet | 
he difcerneshim not : fo the Difciples faw 
not a Saviour though he were in their pre- 
fence: thereforeinthe 32.verfe,when Chrift - 
had opened the Scripture, and revealed 
himfelfe to them, fee what they faid, Did 
not our hearts barne within us, when hee talked 
with us? Asif they fhould fay, Wee had 
pregnant teftimonie enough of the divine 
prefence, but we had no eyes to fee it’: the 
burning of our hearts was argument enough 
| chatic was Chrift that {pake tous; Sowhen 
the foule of a poore broken-hearted fianer 
istaken up partly wich the hurry of imagi: 
nations; partly with the violence of fome 
temptation, and partly in regard of fome 
worldly miferie that falls upon it, it is fo 
taken up withi-,thatit cannot fee the Lord 
Tefus € hrift,chough hee hath fenfible expe- 
rience of Chrift, and the heart burnes in 
love to Chri't. Thisisthe reafon why ma- 
| ny a poore foule, when Sathan lets fite at 
him, and {ome heavy tempration preffe:hin 
upon him, reveale never fo many comforta.- 
ble promifés, yet by reafon thereof wecfind 
it by experience, that alwayes thofe diftref- 
fed fpitits forget whatfoever is {poken, & all 
their mind and talk is uponthe evill,and the | 
violénce of the temptation, and they a:tend | 
.|notrothe comfort,and to the promifes re-’ 
th pane a onn¥ealed 
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vealedto them: their. cyes are held in this 


manner, that though they are neere to. 


Chrift, and even in the privie chamber, yet. | 
they will not take noticeof Chrift, becaufe- 


their hearts are thus. held. off from the ap- 
prehenfion of his prefence. In Pfalwe 73. 


| 23: whenthe Prophet David was fallenin-- 
to a defperate perplexitic, becaufe of the 


profperitie of the wicked, fo that he began. 


to queftion his owne condition, at laft hee |. 
faid, Nevertheieffe, I am continually with.| 


thee: thou halt holden mee by my right hand, 


He could not fee Gods providence over | 


him, and his prefence with. him, becaufe his. 


mind was fo taken up with the profperitie:| 


of the ungodly : hefaw all their pompe, and, 
their glory, and-how their. eyes ftood out with. 
fatweffe,and that he wasbeatenevery night: 
by reafon hereof (I fay.) heefaw not God 
upholding ef him,and going with him, 

- So gatherupthe former paflages; partly 
through ignorance,becaufe wee know not 


. Chrift when we fee him, and partly through 


carelefnefle, becaufe wee attend not ‘to him. 
when heis come, and partiy becaufe we mil. 


| judge the prefence of Chrift upon.falfe 
grounds, and partly theeyes are hid by. the | 


hurry of fomecemptation, or feme worldly: 


extremity that we cannetfee Chrift though 
hebe with us': thefe Bethe fir hinderances. | 


And | . 


On QHr parts. 
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}ofconfolation in Chrift, fothe Lord Tefus | 


Andasitisthus with us,fothereareother | Ane for three 
hinderances which letusthat we, cannotap-| Chivas f 
prehend'a Chriftsandthey arethefe. °° | | 
“ Firft,im general ; aswe depriveiour {elves | 


through our juft deferving doth withdraw 
himfelfe from us: Asin Efay 18.7.1 weil | 
waite nponthe Lord thas hideth his face from 
the bon{é of 140sb, and 1 will looke for him. 
And in Pfalmé31.22. 1 [aid in wy hafhyI an | 
cut off from before thine eyes : nevertheleffe | 
‘thon heardeft the voyce of my. fapplication, | 
when 1 cried unto theé: « Both thele places | 
‘doe makeit cleere, that many times though 
the Lord !efusisneere the foule, yet he’ ap- | 
prehendsit not. | 
Nowthe Lord Iefushidés himfelfe upon | 
thréecaufes efpecially, -<- 0 
“y, When the Saints of God ‘fall ‘into | 
fome gtoffe finne, and fome fcandalous  of- 
fence, or elfe tamper with fome bofome 
corruption, and areat truce withir, though 
it bebue fomeinfirmitie: thea the Lord le. | 
fits juftly hides himfelfe, and withdrawes | 
the apprehenfion of his prefence' from fuch | 
afoule. Forthefearethetermes whereupon | 
the Lord hath promifed to reveale himfelfe, 
to wit, fo farreas: wee labour to ‘walke with 
him. If the Saints of God fall off fromhim, | 
and bréake off themfelves, it i$ no wonder | 
though the Lord Tefus hide“ himfelfe ‘from | 
<i. OOD PO CORE 2 FI 
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them: heis with them while they are with 
him. No longer, no further doth Chrift 
engage himfelte to bee with us, but upon 
' thefe termes, Je67 14.21. Hee that bath my 
Commandements, or kecpeth them he it wthat 
laveth me, and he that loveth me, fhall bee 
: loved of my Father, and 1 will love him and 
| masifeft my [elfetohim, The Lord will ma- 
nifefthimfelfe tous : upon what grounds ¢ 
| If wee'will love him and keepe his Com- 
| mandements. But if we breake the conditi- 
onon our parts, and falfifie that wee have 
promifed to doe, no. wonder thengh the | 
Lord withdraw himfelfe from us. You fee | 
itis thetenour upon which he promifeth his. | 
prefence. Now if the Saints of God fall 
{candaloufly, and be overtaken.wich.fome 
grofle fin, this builds up: the partition wall, 
that Chriftcannot be difcerned : as it was 
with Davia, Pfal.51.10.. where hee faith, 
Createis mee a cleane heart, O Ged, and re- 
new aright [pirtt within me : hee waseven 
to begin the world new againe. And it is 
Gods wife dealing with: his. owne fervants:. 
for God willnot brooke finne in his owne 
fervants:.and they muft know, if chey will 
havehim to dwell in them, they muft not 
give way to any bafefinne,if they doe, hee 
| willwithdraw himfelfe from them: aot that 
| God forfakes finally whom hee loved once, 
but hee willtake away the fenfe and appre- 
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| henfion of his pretence , that though he is 
there, yetthe foule fhall not feeir. And alfo 
i when they give way to fome fecrez diftem- 
per, and are at truce with fome infirmitie, 
and they will be parlying with it,and med- 
dle too much with it, it ts juft with the 
| Lord, and ordinary, to withdraw the pre- - 
| fence of his grace from fuch a mans foule. 
If a Chriftian be overtaken fomewhat more 
than ordinary, with apeevith fpirit, or if he 
| be fomething too eager for tke world, fo 
that hee grow cold in holy duties, and is in 
danger to lie and diffemble for his gaine, it 
is juft with God,. that this man fhould 
{cramble for his comfort, and welter up 
and downe without any evidence of Gods 
love, Andalfo thongha Chriftian commit 
not finne outwardly, yet if hee give leave 
to any finne, and beat truce with it, though 
they feeme to hate it,and yet let their medi- 
tations runne upon it, and parley with fome 
fecret imagination, &c.it is jut with Godto 
hide himfelfefromthem. And others there 
arethat- live with men, and fee their evils, 
and yet will not reprove them. I have 
knowne many of thofe to have gone out 
alltheir dayes without any comfort. And 
itis no marvell though they cannot fee 
| Chrift, becaufe they themfelves build up | 
the partition-wall betweene Chrift and 
them :the Lord Jefus Chrift is not able to | 
| L 3 brooke | 
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| aso The Soules ingrafting into (brift, 
a ~ || ‘brooke it, that hee is thus fleighted and neg- | 
| le@ed,and that any finfull bafe diftemper | 
fhould bee attended to, to keepe company | 
with it rather than with Chritt: Chritt lefus | 
| diftaftes ic infinitely, and therefore with- 
|| drawes the apprehenfion of his prefence 
| fromfucha perfon. , vires 
| The fecond caufe why the Lord hides | 
himfelfe, is, when the fairhfull fervants of 
God begin to grow careleffe dad luskith to | 
holy duties 5 and becaufe God hath made 
knowne his good will to them, therefore 
they begin to grow careleffe and fecure. | 
Whenthe Lord fecth this, that they doe a. 
bufe his favour, fo that how they begin to } 
grow fecure and heartleffe, and to flag, and | 
to grow fluggith, itis jut with the Lord td} 
| eftrange himfelfe from thatfoule, and it is | 
| juftchacthat foule fhoald-find him(elfe loft, 
| thatheemay quicken up himfelfe. ‘When 
| Ghriftians grow ‘cold in prayer, and care. 
leffein holy duties, the Lord taketh away |} 
thelight of his favour, and hee leaves thole 
fluggifh heartsto themfelyes ‘ nay, God is 
| foreed evenagaintt his will and mind}. even 
for the good of thofe Chriftians, r6 take a. 
| way the comfort of his p:efence’': fo that 
| aow-they begin to thinke they never had 
| grace; Ifthe Lord did not thus; they would 
| Never mend their paceynor quicken uptheny. 
| deivestocany holy-duties.. Add this is the 
’ sdogic eo reafon | 


The Soules ingrafting into Chrift. 
reafon why many lie downe'in forrow, ‘and ~ 
thinkethey never had any grace at all: the’ 
Lord feeth it, and perceives it, that unlefle 
he fhonld bring them to this extreme haze- 
zard, they would never be drawne outfrom | 
that'defperatefecuritie:' but by this meanes 
inthe end:‘God makesthem fiad their hearts 
and tongues againe, and makes them confi- 
der from whence they are fallen. Oh, faith’ 
| the Lord; mercy is as good when you have’ 
it, as when you wantit, the time was, when’ 
you filled heaven and earth with your pray- ° 
| ers,and youcould pray earneftly, and you 
| couldigive. the Lerd no refts you prized: 

Opportunities, and now you have many op- 
portunitiesand flight them, Ttis juft wish’ 
God; when we beginto bethustongue-tied, | 
andto be fecure,andto thinke all is wel(now 
thre Lord hath humbled our foules, and par- 
| doned our finnes,and fhewed us hisfavour) 

for a time to leave thofe foules of yours, 
though hefaveyou inthe end :to fend you 
ahell upon earth, thar fo youmay ftrive'to | 
-receivethat mercy and comfort which for- | 
| merly you had, and now: have fleighted/ 
| Thus heedealt with the Church im Ca#t,5: 

2,3. when Chrift knocked atthe doore; ‘and | 

faid, Open to mee, my fifter,mey love,my dove, 
my undefiled ; for my head ws filled with dew, 
and ray lockes with the drops of the sighs: the 

made anfwer inthis manner, I bave put off 
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| 152 Lhe Soules ingrafting into ( drift, 
"moat, how [ball put te on Pat Bedoeer OR 
foed my fiet, how fhall 7 defile them ? Now 
when Chrift withdrew himfelfe, then thee 
found her feet againe, and followed Chrift 
with much labour from place to place, and 
could not be content till the had found him. | 
And. foit was with the holy Prophet, I faid } 
tamy profperisie, I fhal never beremeved ‘but 
_when hefaw God going away from him,fee | 
how he beftirreshimfelfe : 04, faith hee, Z'| 
cried to thee, O Lord, inthe time of my trou. | 
6le: Then he could pray, and heare againe, | 
and recount Gods former goodnefle, and | 
performe hisformerduties. Thavefeenethe | 
father dealefo withthe child. when the fa. | 
ther is going onin his journey, if the child’ 
will not go on, but ftands gaping UpOA vani- | 
tie, and when the father calls, he comes nor, | 
the onely way isthis, the farher fteps afide | 
behind a bufh, and then the child runnes and | 
cries, andif he gets his father againe, hee | 
forfakes all his trifles, and walkes on fafter, |. 
and more. cheerefully with his father than f 
ever. So whenthe Lord Iefus:Chrift fome. 4 
| times makes knowne himfelfe to us, and | 
would carry us on in a Chriftian courfe | 
| cheerefully, weare playing with trifles, and | 
| Srow carcleffe, and cold, and worldly, and 
remifle in prayer; and dead- hearted; the 
| onely way to quicken us up, is, to hidehim. 
| felfe,and to make us give our felyes for loft, 
- | and |. 


and thenthey that could {carcely pray once | 
_awecke, now will pray three’or foure times | _ 
_ aday.. Here eth | 
: Thirdly and laftly, the Lord doth hide 
| himfelfein hisinfinite wifedome and father- | 
_lycare by way of prevention, that his fer- 
-vants and children might not fall. into | 
fome evill.. Hee will not beftow the fenfe | 
‘and {weetneffe of his favour upon them, | 
left they fhould bee proud thereof, and | 
4 prankeup themfelves in regard of their pri- 
viledges, and bee carried with.contempt of | 
the weakneffe of their fellow brethren:nay, 
if they had that which they defired, there 
were no living with them: therefore the | 
{ Lordin his care and goodnefle is faine to | 
holdthem to hard-meat,and to keepe thern | 
to.afpare diet. Hee feeth it futes beft with | 
the hearts of wayward finnerss; enely hee | 
lets in fome incklings of his fayour.and | 
grace, and upholds the heart with fo much } 
mercy as may beare it up, and: yet but with | 
fomuch. Thusthe Lord deales with us as | oj fse: 
_awife facher doth with his child, hee feeth | ~~ 
_\ if he had his portioninhis hands, he would | 
| be riotous and careleffe, and therefore it is 
wifedome not totruft him: -with- his eftate, | 
but to keepe him low, and to keepe-him up- | 
on dependance, that hee may have better | 
fubjeGion from hishands. Soitis with the | 
Lord, he feeththat wee have unruly-hearts, | 
? | and i: 


‘and'thatif wee had that evidence of Gods | 
“miéfcy made knowne to us that wee would | 
_ have, we would be fo proud, and fo haugh. | 


aie 
HH 


| ous; that there were no living with us: ther. | 
| forethe Lord’keepes us fhort, and holds | 
| {ith foules tow, and keepesus ‘only in fome | 
. | hope;to hold up‘our foules : and the more | 
_ dépendance'thefoule hath, the more obfer. | 


provethittruc, J bave wany things to write | 
uate you , but'you are not able to beare them 
now ; youare not capable of them yer, As 
itis with a little barke, if ic thould have a 
| Seat maine matt, and broad faile cloathes, — 
_ then in ftead of 'carryingit, it would bee'o- 
| Verchtowneby them :therefore men propor. 4 
_ ton their maft accordingto their thippe or | 
| barkes andif it have skilfull Mariners, they 
| Hike failewhentkeycomeintothe {hall W | 
| Of'flarrow'Séas. “Thisisthe reafon why the 
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Lord deales fo’ with'us : the foule is dike 
the'fh’p, and the fenfe of Gods love and 
| Mercy is like the faile that carries us on ina 

Chriftian courfes and if we ger but a little - 
faileof mercy and favour, we goe on fweet- | 
lyand ¢omfortably; but if God give us a. 
boundance of affurance, our curfed rotten | 
hearts, would overturne, and in ftead of 
quickning ‘of us, it would ouerthrow. us ; 
| fothatthough God doth itthe faultis al our | 
i bes iit tel ada felues, J 
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ty, and {6 fuil-of contempr, and fo cenfori- | 


| Wahochath theLord from us. Experience | 
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| fclues, That I,take co bee the grounds, ) 


‘| king queftion, of Gods mercy and goodneés | 
| and at the houre of death, God hath;given | 


Chrift. 95: | 


ODD SLEEP LI 


why many a poore Saint.of God: hath} Note. 
{moaked out his dayesindoubting andmay |) 


them:a full affarance of mercy, and:{o-car- } 
ried them full faileto heaven : they. were 
not abletobeare this before. Asafaithfull 
Minifter of Godoncefaid to 4 poore woman 
| thar had beene long time: queftioning “her 
| felfe, and doubting of-her falyation, when 
at lat the Lord made it good unto her 
foule that Chriftwas her ewne, then. the 
|-Minifter fiyditoliher, ~The Lord wall not 
alwayesgiue his children acordiall, but he 
hath ie ready forchem.when they ar@: fain- 
ting. The comfort of Gods fpirit is bet- 
ter then wine, Cant 1.2, Now whena man 
hath: a’ proud, haughty, felfe-coneeited 
heart, if he had:much ofthis cordiall;;hee 
would forget -himfelfe, and, trample: upon 
| everyone; and thereforethe Lordreferues 
| this great mercyto thelaft:this:deprives, a 
|. Chriftian of abundance of {weetnefi¢, that 
otherwife: Godiwould:beftow uponshim. 
Let every:man therefore -goe. to, hisowne | 
| heart,and examine itsif while Godisiplea- | 
fedtokecpeus under hatchésyand'toknock | 
‘oft ourwwheeles,and leaue usin the duit, vat | 
yerin the meaneftidegrécsveean fnadle with 
-Gods providence,and fay3 Why dod.ptay, 
VF Te an 
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yrand God “anfwers not ? others crie, and 
‘God heareth them,and why doth hee not 
| heareme ?If-whenwe are under wee doe 
| Chus, then what would wedoeif we might 
| haue what.we would ¢ we would fay as the 
| peoplein Teremies tine, Wee will come xo 
wore at thee, we are Lords, leremy 2, 31. 
Therefore that the Lord may prevent this. 
proud {pirit of ours, and that we may walke | 
inhumility before him, it isjuft with God _ 
to’ withdraw ‘his Spirit from us 3.if you 
| haue not comfort, thanke your felues 
for it. | sh 
So then, gather up all, and the fumme 
is this; If wee have not-the apprehenfion 
| of Chrifts prefence with us, though 
hee is there, then either ic is becaufe |. 
ofour owneignorance or carelefhefle wee : 
know him net, ‘or attend not when hee 
‘comes; or elfe we mif-judgethe prefence of 
Chrift; and onely efteeme of his favour 
and prefence according to the extraordina- 
ry fweetneffe that we would haue, and hae | 
wee imagine fhould accompany the pre- | 
fence ef Chrift ; or elfe becaufe our eyes 
are held with the hurry of fome temptation, 
| and fome worldly inconvenience, that wee 
cannot {ee the Lord Chrift though hee bee 
within us; or elfe the Lord juftly hideth 
himfelfe from us, becaufe weare fallenin-. 
| tofome groffe fiane,or elfe parly with fome 
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private infirmities, and doe not labour to 

humble our felues mightily for them, and 

| ftrive againft them , or cife we doe abufe 
the favour of God ; or elfe wee have preud 
hearts, that wee are not able ro beace that 

“comfort that we would have: therefore (1 
fay )the Lord hid-s himfelfe from us to pre- 
vent evill inus. This I take to be the an{wer 
to the queftionin hard. 

- Comeinto his Temp’e. Here isa word that 
giues us foot-hold forthe fecond Doétrine: 
isto bis Temple. Thisis a word of propri- 
ety ; as inthat place when Chrift came in- 
to the Temple, and: faw thofe that bought 
and fold in it, He made 4(courge of [mall 

cords, and drave them all out of the Temple, 
and the fheepe, and the extn, and caft ont 


et ee ena eens 


the changers of money, and overthrew the} 


| Tables, loka 2.15. and he claimed the honfe 
_ for his owne, faying, 47 Low/e fhall be cal 
| led ahoufc of prayer 4 at.21,13. This word 
(Hay )isa word of propriety. Hee comes 
| not likea ftranger, or like 2 forreiner, but 
| Yikea King to his Palace, to take pofleffion 
of ir. Sothe DoGrineis this: | 

Ded, 2. Whenthe Lord 1 {us comeste a 
| foule truely humbled, hee taketh poffefsion ef 
| dt as bis owne ~ be comes into hts Temple. This 


an 


asa King to his Throne where hee fits, 
Rs: to the Kingdome. where hee paca 
to 


serine apatites eA 


isthe {cope of the comparifon:he: comes 


Do&.2 
Chrilt cakes 
pofleflion of © 
every hume 
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told you betore that the ingraffing of the 


foule into: Chrift,is nothing elfe,but when 
the Lord by his Spirit comesto take poflef- 
-fion ofthe humbled foule:fothat the foule 
ftands: poffeffed of Clrift, and is made par- 


| taker ofall thofe fpiricuall good things thar’ 


are in Chiift, This is general! to all the 
workes of applicationof Chrift, and the 
footiteps arero be feeneinallthe workes of 


of vocation, juftification, adoption, fancti- 


fication, and thelike: the Lord Tefus gets 
ground inthe heart byall thefe. As,in vo- 
cation, the Lord drawesthe foule to him- 
felfe, and the foule followes him ; injuftift- 
catienthe Lord undertakes for the finner, 
and unitesthe fouleto himfelfe, and makes 
it. one with himfelfe; in adoprionthe Lord 
makes him afonne, and in fanification.he 
fetsa ftampeupon him: but in.all fee and 
confider. there is -poffeffion, fo that: this 
worke of poffeffing the foule is generall to 
all, and fois fic for this place. See how 
fitly. it fuits to the worke of preparation» 
the finner refignes himfelfe intothe hands 
of the Lord, and he falls downe before his 
footftoole, and letsthe Lorddoe what hee 
will with him ; and whenthe fouleis come 
to ithisythe Lord Chrift comes: immedi- 
ately and :takes poffeffion of him, and doth 
ingage himfelfeto provide! for him. Thisis 
| the {cope ofthat place, Ezek. 16. 8. the 


emnncenneg 


a ae ee at ee, ee ee 


my felfe, and difpofe of thee as may be for 


therehe faith, Thou bearefEnct the reste, but 


\feedeth the branches, and giveth fatnefic 
_ | and ftrength to them, fo whenfeever the 
| fouleis truely fevered from finne, the Lord 


and provides for itas his owne. . 


Lord Chtilt (aw the Church ia her blood,and 
tooke charge of her, and faith ,Thow became 
mine :andthen follow allthe workes ofju- 


ftification,as inthe 9.10.11. Verfes: where 

the Lordentredinto acovenant with the |. 
Church, and tooke a charge of her as af |, 
hee fhould haue faid, Arcrhou content to 


be at my difpofe? then I will take thee to 


my owne glory. Rem.11. 28. {peaking of 


the Gentiles that were ingraffed into Chrift: | 


and the lewesthat were cut off that hee 
might crufh the proud hearts of the Gen- 
tiles, thar they might notbeehigh minded, 


the root beareth thee: the roote is the Lord 
lefus Chrift. Forfoit followes Verfe 17: 
If fome of tie branches be broken off, ana then 
being a wild olivetree art graffed in among ft 
them. Every man naturally is a branch of 
the wild Olive tree,and the roote shat :he 


muft be planted into, is the Lord Iefus,and: 

| this plantmuft grow no more upon the old 
| roote:therefore the Lord fefusmuftin mer- 
cy take that foule, and by the power of his: | 


might beare up thefoule;and as the roete 


Chrifttakesitto himfelfe, and beares it up, 
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_- Queft. But fomewill fay, Wherein doth 
this poffeffion ftand¢ 2 | 
- Anf. This fupreame poffeffion of the foul 


doth difcover it felfein two particulars,and 
thofe willgiue the reafon of it. Firft, the 


Lord Tefus undertakes for the foule truely 
humbled : fecondly, hee difpofeth of the 
foule fo frre as may make for his owne 
glory. | | 


the heart from evill, whereunto it was {ub- 
je&, and from which jt could notbe freed 


by any ftrengthofits owne ; what it could- 


do not for it felf,the Lord IefusChrift takes 
inshaadto doe forit.I told you formerly, 


that. when God opened the finners eyes,| 
-| and *hee hath feene his finne truly and} - 
throughly, and is pierced with horror in 


the apprehenfion of hisfinne, and he finds 


hath no power of himfelfe,as from himfelf 


_and therefore the foule in tuis, horrour of 
heart dares not meddle with finne, yet hee. 
cannot free himfelfe from the power of ic. 
| Hereupon hee faes out a {equeftration, and 
| ftands waiting if any man will take poffef-. 
| fionofhim; Ic will nor fubmit'to fin, and: 
| yet cannot fave it felfe.. Now the foule be.) 
: ingin this cafe, the Lord {efus {tzps big 
St the} 


Firft, the Lord takes upon him to thield | 


| 


| it'to bethe greateft vexationthat can befall) 
_hims the finneris weary of hiscorruptions, 
and defiresto be freed from them: but hee. 
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pay all,and ftand betweene all the hazzard 
that,can befallthe foulein this cafe: as ifa. 
houfe be fequeftzed, the man ftands tofee 


Protector of it: fo Chrifttakesit upon him, 
and refolves to ftand betweene the foule, 
and alithe mifery. that can befall the foule. 
And as it isin other countries ( and as it 
hath beene the ftate of the Low- Countries) 
if they be oppreffed with fome potent ene. 
my thatistoo great and mighty for them, 
they feeke to fome forraine Prince, and 
yeeldto him, that hee may lay what trie 
bute he will uponthem, provided that he 
will take the prote@ion of them : Whea 


| tection of them : So it is in the heart that 

is.thus opprefled and. befieged. with 
the finne that lyeth heavy upon it, and 
_ with many plagues that are fet fo clofe 
—againft him : What doth the heart 
doe in this cafe ¢ it falls at the feete 
-—offefus Chrift, and is content that-he fhall, 
doe what he will with it; only hebefeech- 
eththe Lord Chrift, that he would become 
| Lord ProteG@or of his poore broken bat- 
tered foule.; Now>the Lord Chrift be- 
comes Protectorof him, and takesacharge 
of him,and willfree and deliver himfrom 


: the Umpire, and faith I will takeall, and. 


if any willtake poffeffion of it, and be the 


they had rebelled from underthe King of 
 Spaine, Queene Elizabeth tooke the pro- | 


Simile, 


1) ey ee that ; 


Againft 3- 

| dangers 
Chiift under 
| taks forus.. 

| ok 


| that evill which itis oppreffed withal!,and 


| whichthe broken heart lies,and fromwhich 


ver him. Now thefoule groanes underall 


ing, Be thou comforted thou poore bro- 


-thee,andI will fatisfie Gods divine juttice, 


from which it cannot fave irfelfe.In Num, 
25.41.12.13.whem any perfon had flaine a 
man unawares,he right flye to the City of 
Refugeé,that he might be free from the hand 
ofthe Avenger :the Lord lefus Chrift,ts this 
City of Refuge, ‘andthe manflayer is every 
poore finner, that is befet with his fin,and- 
burthened with mifery by reafonofit ; hee 
fubmits to tle Lord Iefus Chrift, and the 
mercy of Chrift gives entertainement to 
him,and refcueth him from the evill which: 
he feared. There are three dangers upon: 


the Lord: Iefus Chrift-vndertaketh to free: 
him. * i 

- Firft; the juftice of God the Father is: 
provoked, and the poore finner feeth his 
divine juftice incenfed, and that he is not 
ableto beareit: and fecondly, Sathan lays: 
heavie things againft him, and layes claime 
tohim: and thirdly finneis powerfull and 
tyranous, and would ftill dominc¢re o. 


thefe, and faith, Oh, who will deliver me? 
Then the Lord: Iefus comes into refcue | 
him :- and whenthe heartiscontent to bee 
freed from -finne,G hrift makes. anfwer fay- 


ken hearted finner,'I will undertake for 


that! 
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thar it thailnot’execute wrath upon thee, 

and Iwill anfwer Sathans accufations a- 

| gainft thee, and I will fubdue all thy finnes 

that they hall not -prevaile againft thee co 

thy deftruction, but thou fhalt bee delive- 

\ red, Firft, fordivinejuftice : the foule feeth 

|a holy God,that willnot putup the wrong 

that hath beene-doneagainftthim, but will 

have his glory here in his humiliation, or 

| elfein-his confufion hereafter. Now when 

| divine juftice makesour againft apoore fin- 

{| ner,the Lord Iefus Chriftcomesin and puts 

| in baile for him: As it is witha man that | singiy.: 

| is arrefted, bythe Sergeant, he may haue 6 

‘| this liberty,to -putina baile, fo when the 

| wrathof the Almighty drinkes up a mans 

| {pirits, and dragges downe his foule to hell 

in his owne apprehenfion, ‘then the Lord 

| promifeth the poore fouletofee all fatisfied. 

| Comfortyourfelves you broken hearts, the 

| Lord Chrifts baile-will be taken for more: 

| debts then you owe: nay, the Father de- 

fires-no better{urety ; as hee himfelfe faith, 

| Mat.3.13.This is my beloved S onne,in whom 

1 am well pleafed -hee doth not fay with 

whom Lam well pleafed, but in whom, that 

J is, in him, and all that cometo God the fa. 

therinhisname. Thusthe Lord Iefus Chrift 

| doth,and foafinner isfreed fromthat wrath |. 

of the Almighty. Secondly, the power of 

Satan is crufhed,fo that he fhall never more 
M2 bee 


164, The Soules ingrafting into Cbrif. 
pei beeableto bee Lord and Ruler over the 
foule truely humbled : but wherefoever the 
Lord [efius Chrift Comes, Satan gives way : 
to the {upreame authority of the Lord | 
Chrift 5 and the Lord Iefus makes all to 
vanifh, and no more ro appeare or havea- 
ny thing to doe in theheart: as hee him- 
felfefaithin Rev. 1,.18.2have the keys of Hel | 
and of death. Y ouknow that he that hath the 
keyes doth all, he opens and fhuts, he lets 
in and puts out whom he will: fo the Lord | 
Chrift hath the fupreame command over | a 
hell and death, and he canunlocke hell gates | 
and bring out from the gates of death any | 
a poore finner tharis wronged by Satan:and 
a therefore whenthe Lord Jefus Chriftarofe | 
i he led Captivity captive; as a valiant tri: | 
umphant Conquerour leadesacom pany of | 
| poore captives. Now then Chrift having | 
conquered hell and death, wherefoeyer he | 
comes; Sathan gives way, and dares not | 
\ meddle there any more: Therefore Chrift |. 
faith in Lake ro,11, 1 fav Sathanfall downe |’ 
from heaven like lightnine, thatis,wken the 
Scepter of Chrift was fet up inthe Gofpel, 
then the Devill that cruel] tyrant fel down 
ona fudden, and was faineto give way,and 
hotto lay claime tothe heart. Thug finne 
is fhaken off, and comes to bee cafheered 
frem that foule for whom Chrift hath 
| Uhdertaken. Sinasit were challengeth pre. 


{cription | 
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| | {criptiontothe ioule, but Chrifthaving ta- 
| ken poffeffion,he fatisfiethall quarrels and | 


| shave hada poffeffionof his foule fromhis | 
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| bearesallthe charges of whatfoever finne | 
makes againft thefoule, and when fin faith 


| very birth to this day,and why fhould I | 
goe out now ? then the Lord Isfus faith, | 
\the iffueis out:and thus fin chantengeth a | 
right to the heart, but Chriftfaith itis for- | 
| given, And thereforethough fia beneverfo | 
i violent, yet the Lord Iefus faith, thatfoule | 
lis mine, and was created by mee for my | 
| owne glory;and howfoever finnehathcrept | 
|in, yet now depart, [am cometo take pof: | 
| {effion of it, Rom.8.3. there the Apoftle | 
faith, Whasthe Law could not dee, is that | 
| é¢ was weake through the flesh, God fending 
| bis owne Sonne in the likeneffe of finfull flefo, | 
and for finne condemued fiane in the flefh: | 
{ The phrafethat fits our purpofe, is this,the 
| Lord Chrift condemned fiane. The judge- | 
|ment of M‘ Calvin is this, To condemne | 
{ finnein the fleth is nothing elfe but thus; 
| as itis with aman that is in law, whenthe - 
| caufe goes-againfta man, and hee is caft in 
that he laid claimeto, we ufe to fay hee is 
condemned, Sinne layeth akindofclaime | 
to the fouleof apoore finner,and claimeth | 
a kind ofright,uponthefegrounds : Every | 
| fonneof Adamisa-child of difobedience;’ } . 
| and forthe child of wrath :But thatman is | 
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— |  achild of 4dem, and therefore the child of 
difobedience, and confequently death and- | 
damnation is due to that man, and here- 

upon hee is mine. Now Chrift anfwersall 
thefe pleas of finne, and makes fin fall off | 

from the caufe, and faith, It is true that | 
thofe thagare charged with the finne of | 

Adams, anare under the power of that cor. | 

| tuption which they receive from Adam, 

they arethe children of difobedience, and 
fo no wonder though they are fubje@ to 
wrath. He grants all this, but yet faith hee, 

| They for whom the finne of Adam hath | 
bin fatisfied, and from whom the guilt of it | 
removed, andthey for whom Chrift hath | 
conquered finne, they ought notto be con. 


demned, for they are delivered from this. | 
wrath : but fuch is this humble foule for | 
whom I have undertaken. Is the finne of } 
Adam imputed ? I have fatisfied for it:doth. | 


the finne of 4dam prevaile againft himeby | 
my death] have overcome finne and hell, | 
and hee fhall haue the benefit of my vio. | 
tie. Now inne falls off from the claime | 
| and lofeth the day. Ifthe fir iam» hath. | 
| finned againft God, the fecond Adam hath 
} fuffered : if the firtt ddan hath polluted the 
fonnes of men, the Lord Iefus by the pow- 
er of quickning,hath fubdued the power of 
1 corruption; fothat néither theguilt of finne 
Can beimputed,nor the power of finne pre- 
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vaile again{t the poore finer. tor whom 


Ghrift underraketh. 

. Sothenit is plaine thatthe Lord Jefus un. 
dertakes for the foule, and provides for it, 
asinall thethree particulars: : this isthe frit 
particular of the poffeffion. 

Secondly, Chrift doth difpofe of the foule 
for his beft advantage. This is one ipecial- 
ty, thata manwill difpofe all his occafions 
forhisowneconvenience, for hisowne be. 
hoofe, fo farre as may be for his owne bene- 
nefitand comfort. Sowhenthe Lord Jefis 
Chrift comes to take poffeflion, he will have 


the rule and command of the heart : Bue | 
when Satan thar {trong man armed keepes | 
the honfe, and finne rules in the foule (in a 

mans natural condition ) and that the foule | 
is attheir managing, and at their framing | 
and teaching, ic either lyes barren and fal- | 
low,or elfe brings forth nothing but thornes | 


and thiftles; as in ler.4.3. Breake ap thefal - 


low grounds of your hearts, and fow not a- | 
mong thornes: for the foule naturally being | 
ruled byfinne, is overfpread with thornes, | 
and.is altogether corrupt and deteftable,and | 
Satan and finne rule in the heart:and affe@i- | 
ons: fo thatnow the whole frame of the | 
foule bringeth out fruits of darkneffe to Sa- | 


tan. And henccitisthat the Apoftle faith, 
Rom.6.20.When yeewere the fervants of [in, 


yee were. free from ase bani that is, | 
a iatacinc tee 
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| Chrift difpo- 
feth the heart . 
i to him{elfe a, 


_ of the Lord Iefus Ghrift,and hee difpofeth- 


of it, fo as may bee forthe comfort of the: 
foule, and for the furtherance of the glory: 
of his rich grace. In Matth.20.15,when the 
fervants began to quarrell, becaufe they had 
but every mana penny,the Matter faid, Is # 
not Law full for me to dowhbat 1 will with mine 
owne ? {o whenthe Lord hath caft out core. 
ruption, and faith, This heart,and this hand, | 
andthistongueis mine, is it not lawfull for 
mee to: doe what I will with them ?: This: 
tongue fhall praife my name, and fhall. never. 
{peake vainly and foolifhly, and this heart | 
fhall love me, andthishand fhall worke for 


~ mee, 1 will difpofe of all for the advantage 
- of my great name. | 


This the Lord makes. knowne in three | 
particulars. for weekeepe out {elves to the 
generall, that wee may not increach upon: 
thofe particular workes whichareto follow: 
I fay, there are three particular a@s upon 


ehefoule, Firft, | 


oe 
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Firft, the Lord Iefus fits the foule for his 
feruice, which otherwife is alrogetber unfic 
for any fpirituall fervice, the Lord Tefiis 
puts thofe fpiricuall abilities into the foule, 
which may makeit: fit for Geds turne, fo 
thatit is now a fit patterne to expreffe the 
riches of his grace in Chrift Iefus: As itis 
with aman that hath paffed over fome part 
of his poffeffioninto the hands of fome pro- 
digall fonne, or fome naughty tenant,and 
theland isout of heart;when he taketh pof- 
feffion of it againe, he will be fure to order 
it that itmay be fit for ufes he will digge 
and dung and manure it, that fo hee may 
expect fome fruit from it - juft fo it is with 
every finner, he lies lay, and that wretched 
heart of his never defired any good, and 
his loofe tongue never {pake any good, it 
lay fallow, and it brought forth nothing 
but bafe practices, but when finneand Sa- 
than hath driven the foule out ofheare,thae 
it hath no power to doe any good, then 
the Lord Chrift comes and takes poffefli- 
on of the heart, hee taketh ic in from the 
common ofthe world,and he manureth it 
with the grace of his fpirit, as itis inthat 
phrafe,Rons.11.16, Thou art partaker’ of 


the roote and fatneffe of the Olive tree. | 


Thoughit were a barren minde, and a fins 
fulland corrupt heart,and a wanton eye the 


Lord hath taken. thefe parts of the body. | 


and 
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_ and foule, and mannured them,and convai- 


‘tpirit wherefoever he hath beftowed its fo 


eth fuch fatnes and grace,that the foule be- 
comes fit to doe him honour,and to receiue 
comfortfrom him, tag dh | 

Secondly, as the Lord fits the foule 
for his fervice, fo he maintains that ficnefle 
and that gracious difpofition of foule and 


that the foule, if ic benot negligent of its 
owne falvation, cannot lofethat fitneffeal- 
together, andthe Lord Iefus cannot lofe that 
glory which hee expeés from it : as in 
P(al.16 5.The Lord is the portion of mine in- 
heritance, and of my cup, thon mat ntaine/p 
my tot. The Lord lefus allowes a portion 
of graceto every foule that hee comes in, 
and he maintaines that grace. . 
_Laftly, hedoth improuethat fitneffe for 
the praife of his great name ; the Lord 
Chrift ever receives fome in-come of fer- 
viceand obedience,and that foule ever ree 
ceives fome comfort and confolation 
fromhim. This isthe difference betweene 
the firft and fecond C4dam : the fir 
Adam had ‘grace, but hee neither kept 
it nor improved it aright, he did not im- 
Prove that wifedome which God had gi- 
ven him to repell thetemptations of Satan 
and he did not improue his ftrengthand 
ability to keepe him from falling from God 
but when the Lord Iefus comes.to take 
poffeffion 
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poffeffion of a poore foule,he will norone- | 
ly keepe and maintaine the grace that hee | 
hath given him, but hewill quickenit,and | 
_ provoke that foule todoe what hee, fhould | 
doe in all obedience, and to receive what | 
comfortthe Lord hathin ftore for him.See | 
thisin fome paflages of Scripture: Jeh.15. | 
1,2. 1 am the true vine, and my Father ts | 
the husbandman. Every branch in me, that 
beareth not fruit, betaketh away : and every | 
| branch that beareth frait, bepurgeth it, that it \ 
| may bring forthmoere frait.Every poor Chri. | 
_ ftian,every poor woman,and every poore | 
_ Apprenticeand little childe, whom God 
| hath called, fhall beare fruit, hee purgeth 
them, and fo the Lord receives fome im- | 
_ provement of his graces, that he gives to | 
-thofe that he takes poffefonof. ) 
Sothen,letus gather up all; If the Lord | 
Jefus undertakes for the foule,fo that juftice | 
cannot proceed againft him ; and if he doth | 
difpofe ofthe foule, and fit it for his fer- | 
vice, and maintain that fitneffe,andimproue | 
it for his glory;then certainely hee doth | 
takefupreme poffeffion ofthe foulezand he | 
that undertakes forthe foule takes poffeffion | 
of the heart. | pen | 
vfex.Ecannot tell whether wee ‘thaue | Reproofe of | 
matter of lamentation or reproofe:Howfew | them thic | | 
have: givementertainmentto the Lord Lefus | Mee soilel | 
‘Chrift thave we not caufe to: lament our | Gon. | 
a condition |}: 
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condition, that she Lord Iefus hath paffed | 
by all ourcoafts,and is not regarded ?How | 
often hath hee come to thy bed-fide, | 
and befought theeto receive favour, and 
to be reconciled to God, and receive pare 
| don from him ?how often hath he entrea- 

ted theeto.confiderof that which was for 
| thy peace ? how. often hath he faid,Come 
to mee you rebellious children ? and, Ah, | 
| every one that will,come, and take-of the 
| water of life freely, and live for ever ¢ 
Where is the man that can fay, Chrift is 
| come, and that hee hath given entertaine. 
| ment to him ¢ as the man, when hee had | 

found the evidence of Gods love,aftermuch | 
doubting, faid, He is come, Hes come, Where | 
| fhalla man finde the Lord lefus Chrift¢ | 
| [fa man fhould goe from houfe to houfe, | 
| and from heart to heart,who keepes poffefe| 
fion? doth Chrift dwellin that heart, and| 
doth he rule in thatfoule¢ Oh, woe tous, 
| that we have fufferedthe Lord Iefus Chrift| 
| to defire entertainement,and yet would nor} 
| Teceive him:we have taken noticeof him, | 
| but wee'would none of hin. Who rules in| 
| that heart ¢ The-old Tyrant, the old Inft| 
| and corruption, as pride afd covetoufneffe} 
| thefe bearerule every where, bothin the} 
_| clofetand atthetable: the husband and the| 
_| wife, and allare proud ; thefe willnot out | 
| but retainetheirhold there ftill. Aad pro. | 
| -faneneffe, | 


Me. Glove i 
Martyr: 


: Ti 


Z a4 > 
ite cap eee ee 


See Reena nent eens entice 
T he Soules ingrafting into (brit. 193 
fanenes,and contempt of God and his ordi- 
nances, thisisthe tyrantthat rules in many 
families,andin every coaftin our land. The 
father fwears, and the child {weares.the ma- 
fter reviles Gods Minifters, and the fervant 
knows the lengthof his Mafters foot, and 
heerailes too, and the child heares it and |. 
followes the fame courfe. If thefe beare rule 
in you, the Lord Iefus Chriftis farre from 
you. May Inoccomplaine as fometime Ze. | 
remsiah did ? Ier.17.13. when the Lord was 
~ going from the people, the holy prophet 
‘looks longly after him, and faith,o Lord 
the hope of Ifrael, why art thon as awai fairing 
wan ? So may wee notiuftly complainand 
fay, Ohthat Chrift fhould come and offer 
‘himfelfe and not be regarded » When: the 
Divell thall drag downe your foules to hell 
and deftru@ion, then you will cry after 
him, and fay,Oh thou the hope of Ifrael, 
why doftthou depart.In Gen..19.2. when 
the two Angels came to Lotén Sodome (the 
one was Chrift ) Zor compelled them to go 
in. Chrift is not now unwilling, but hee 
-knockes and calls,and faith, open to. mse rary 
love, my devemy undefiled : he entreats the 
loofe perfon to forfake his bafe practifes, 
and the covetous perfonto leave hisoppref- 
fion, and to receive mercy : but: you fuffer 
Chrifttolye inthe ftreet; and defpife that 
word of his, and will bee at your owne car- 
: ving 
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ving. This cipecially tails foule.upon two 
forts of perfons. | 

The firft fort is all carnal profane oppo- 
fersofthe LordTefus. The carnall Gofpel-. 
leris content that Chrift fhould undertake 
for him, and bee his Prote@or, to defend - 
him from the plague of fin ; but he is nor 
| content that Chrift fhould rule inhim. He | 
| doth as the Inne-keeeper, that receives a 
| gueftinto his houfe,to makean-advantage 
| of him: for asthe Inne-keeper willcometo 
his gueftjand pretend great matters to him, 
| not becaufehe would havehis gueftto pof- 
| fefle him, but-becaufe hee would bee pof- 
feffor of his money, {o the carnall Golpel- 
| ler wouldhave Chrift for his owae turne, 
hee would difpofe of Chriftand mercy for 
| his ownepurpofe: and hence come allthofe 
fpeeches, God‘is mercifull, and, Haththe 
Lord Chrift created men to damne them ¢ 
| obsburmercyisfweet,and pardon is good. 
| Thisis thusmuch, yeu would have Chritt 
| co pardon finne, that you might commit it } 
| with leffe feareand more freedome. If you 
| did feeno Saviour, but that you muft needs 
|-be damned for it, you would -ftartle at ir. 
| But you would have Chriftto ftandby you 
| that you might finne the more freely. Oh 
| be notdeceived.doe youthinke that Chrift 
| willcometobean underling to your lufts, 
| and adrudge to yourbafe diftempers, whofe 
, | condemnation 
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. The Soules in 
condemnation is iuft,faiththe A poftle? No, | 
you are deceived,you fhall not have Chrift a | 
fervantto carry your lufts and pleafures to | 
heaven with you. The truthis, the Lord Te- | 
fus: will never bring comfort nor confola- | 
tiontothee, that wilt not bee poffeffed of | 
him, either haue both or neither, chufe whe- | 
ther you will. ieee 
| The fecond fort to be reproved,are a 

company of flie hy pocrices,that would part 
ftakes with Chrift,and part houfes withhim 
they could bee content that hee fhould have | 
fome roomeinthe houfe, but they will-dif- | 
pofe of all themfelues: as a man that lets | 
{ome roomes in his houfe, uponthiscon- 
dition, that he may have them whenhelifts. 
You swill pray againft finne, provided that | 
now and then Chrift willgive youleaue to 
pra@ife ir, and you willcry out againft it, | 
provided that yousnay haveaprivy feale,or | 
fome fecret licence for it,and you will pro. 
feffe bitrerly again bafe courfes, fo you | 
may haue feme backe doore and inward Luft | 
ftill. The. Lord Iefus dothnot fhare with a» | 
: ny man:can he havea°part andthe Divella | 
| part? nay, hee willhave either ali or none. | 

It was the tricke of an adulterous heart : 
| fer whenthere was’ contention forthe chil- | 
: | deenjthe harlot faid, Let st be neither shine | 
nor mine but divide it: Nay faith the mother, _ 
det her have all,Shee was the harlot,, that | 
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~ , would have the childdevided. 
So it is with an adulrerous and diffem. 
bling heart, that faith, Lee Chrift-have 
a part, and the world aparc :let luftsand 
pompe have a part, and Chrift a. pare, 
this is diffimulation with G O D, and fhall 
receive condemnation : there mutt bee 
no fharing. If yourhearts be guilty of this 
T charge you in che name of the Lord 
Tefus confider it, the Lord never came into 
your foules:you muftrefigne all to him,and 
then he will faue all:he will pardonall fin, 
and give power againft it. What a fearful 
thing wereit, ifthe Lord thould deale with 
youas you deale with him ? Suppofe thou 
couldftbe halfe damned; wouldit thoube 
contentto have thy heart go to hell, and 
thine eyeto heaven, or thy body tohell, and 
thy foule to heaven?therefore that thy bo- 
dy and foule may both befaved, refigne up 
up allinto the hands of thy Saviour, and let 
him difpofe of all herein the kingdome of 
-grace,and then he will take all to himfelfe 
in glory for ever. [ond 

| Vfe 2,1f the Lordlefus bethe poffeffor of 
i-Giveallto | allthe honfe, then let every one hauchis 
} Chrift whofe | Owne, doe not withdraw from Chrift that 
f itis. which is his. Whofeimage and fuperfcrip- 
| ce ger! : | Gon hath the foulee ChriftIefus haththe 
| ptotection of it, therefore let him have all, 
: | Let thine eye fee his works and wonder and 
fab admire 
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| admire at them:let thy miinde knew Ieflus 
| Chrift,whomto know iseternal life ; but do 
| not withdraw any thing from thetrueow- 
| ner therof,that hath purchafed it fulldeare. 
| 1 Cor.5.15 Shall take the members of Chrift, 
| and make thems themembers of an harlot # 
| Ged forbid, Thineeye,and thy tongue, and 
| thy hand, and thy heart,they are all Chrifts 
| members,he hath boughtall with his blood 
| and thou haft nothing todo withthat which 
| Chrift hath bought: therefore whenfoever 
| thy corruptions ftirre, and Satan tempts 
‘| and begges for theufe of thy mind or heart | 
| makean{wer and fay: ShallI take that heart 
4 chat is Chrifts, and‘ thinke bafely 2 God 
| forbid: Shall Itake the hand of Chrift,and 
| worke wickednefle with it ¢ The holy Apo- 
} ftleis marvellous peremptory in this cafe:as 
| 1 Cor.6.19. Glorifie God in your body and tn 
| your {pirit, which are Gods, and hee hath 
| bought youwithiaprice: your bedies and 
| foules are the Lords, hee undertakes for 
‘| both, therefore glorifie God in both. If ; 
+ a mandid cometo your houfe, and takethe - 
4 meat and drinke that you have provided, | - 
| androbyou of your money, you would 
take it very hardly, and fay, Ie is my 
| owne - S0,you are not your owne. There- 
fore if the Divell orthe world would pre- . 
‘| vaile with you, and enter into the ufe of | 
your heart or minde, tell him they are a | 
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thy owne, they are the Lords - I ESVs | 
Ciurts x hath come intothy heartand 
minde in mercy, and thereforefay 
it is the Lords, let him. 
doe what hee will. : 
with. It. 


Pe 


Gal.5.22. : 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, iey,goodnes | 
faith, Oc. pi 4 


#| which faith beleeveth, love | 

embraceth. And who {fo 

PSA; getteth this field and trea- | 

ua) ure, muftneeds go away re- | 

FIRES, * ° « ° 

> joycing info good abargain. | 

All this andall other graces and com. | 
forts worketh one and thefame Spirit: di- | 
reGing the heart to God, uniting it uuto | 
Chrift, and thereby comforting it abun- ). 
N 2 dantly | 


| Bove and joy. 
by the fpitit 
-wrought jn a 

| broken heart, 

| for embrae 

| cing mercy as 

) it deferves. 
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Eee ea 
|, dantly.All ishis fruit inus. At this time of 
-loueand Pye | 
The Sonar Domine: isthis, 

Doét. The Spirit of the Fatherkindlesin. | 
, the fouleof a finner, truly humbled and in- |. 
"lightned, loveand joy, to entertaine and re- 
_joycein theriches of his mercy, fo as be- 


_feemes the worth of it. There are three | — 


paffages confiderable, that wee may know 
- the.meaning of this Doctrine. 
Firft, this love and joy is no where to. 
be found nor feene, but onely in a heart hum. 
bled and: inlightned: For unleffethe heart be 

_ humbled, it feeth noneed of this grace and 
mercy, and therefore defpifethit, and isra- 
ther carried with a hatred againft that grace _ 
and mercy that would purge him ; and trou- 
bled with akind of wearineffe of the power 
of that gracethat would reforme his life and 
converfation: And though hee were hum- | 
bled, yetif he were not enlightned to feethis 
mercy and goodneffe of God, he cannot de- | | 
lightin it. I know there is wilde love and 
joy enongh in the world, as there is wilde 
Thyme and other herbes, but wee would 
have garden-love and garden-joy, ef Gods | 
owne planting: forfuch hypocriticall love 
and joy we willnotmeddlewithhere. | 
Secondly, this loveand joy is kindled dy 
the Spirit of the. Fathers for the Father 
Tearnes usthe leQure, and (as Itold you be- 


~Spirituall Love and Loy. 181 | 
| foreof the mind inlightnedykindles this ho. 
ly fire, whichis rightly compared tothe fire 
| of the San@uary,asin £ev.9.24 There came 
| afire from before the Lord, and confumed up. 
| on. the Altar the burnt offering , even thofe 
| {parkes of the pillar of fire which did typi- 
fie Chrifttothem. But whether this bee fo | 
| or no, I will not now difpute, for as the 
| Lord provided the facrifice, fo the Lord | 
| caufed the'fireto come downe from heaven: | 
| and’hence itwas that when Nadab and 4d:- 
| Ae offered ftrange fire, the Lord confumed | 
| theny, Lev.10.1,2: foit isin this holy fire 
‘| ef love and joy, wee-may flrike andende. | 
) vour, bur our fteele and our flint will not 
| worke thisindevour, nor ftrike this fire of 
love ‘and joy. It is Iefus Chrift from 
| whence’all fpirituall fparkes of grace doe | 
| come,’ and amongft the reft thefe of love | 
| and joy ;all other love and joy, thatis not | 
| wrought by the Spirit of the Father, muft | 
| be¢afheered and abandoned, it cannotreach | 
| to God, nor be pleafing untohim: It is that | 
| whichthe Apoftle inftrres in the generall, | 
| Rom.8.8. They that are in the flefh, cannot | 
| pleafe God butit mult be joy of the {pirit; | 
_\'which muft pleafe him. Now though the 
| fouletruely humbledand broken, that here- | 
tofore hath felt the weight and burden of | 
| his finnes, and is now feparated from them, |. 
fothathee daresnot meddle withthem, hee |! | 
: N38 i MARES * oi 
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f g dares aswell take a Beare by tiie tooth, and 


| fall quickeintohell.as take up thofecourfes | 
-againe, yethee hath not power of himielfe 
to bee enlarged in any love to entertaine 
_ Chrift, or fpiritually co joy in him, farther, | 
thanthe power of the Lord lefusinthe pro- 
mife fhall inable him thereto. Suffer me to 
inlarge my felfe thus :-The foule is like an. |_ 
empty veffell; it Riands not.atthe difpofe of | 
finne, or it felfe, butit is at the Lords difpo- 
ficion ;if the Lord will kindle any love and. 
joy, foitis, for of himfelfe heecannet doe, 
-it., As it is with fome Gentleman. in-the 
_Countrey,lie will becontentto letthe King, | 
have the ufe of his houfe for a while, but he, 
is not able to provide neceflaries for him, | 
becaufe hee isa meane man, therefore the 
King fends his provifion before, and-then, | 
comes himfelfe : Iuft fo it is here witha 
| poore humble broken-hearted finners the. 
| poorefouleis marvellous well content that | 
the Lord fhould come and dwellin him,and' |: 
difpofeofhim, but hee is notable to give: | 
him any entertainment: he hathnot any heat |: 
of holy affeGtions, or love, or defire,to.wel- 
-comethe Lord as becomes fo gteat.a Ma- 
jeftie:thereforethe Lord is faine to infufe 
Jove and joy,that by them he may bee wel. | 
—commed intothe foule of the humbled fin- 
ner. Now when the foule is come to this 
| | degree of fanGification, then.it can: worke 
| | : te 
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by it felte. Or thus: Ic.is with :a broken: » 
hearted finner,as with a‘burning glaffe; take | 
- facha glaffe, ic will burne any thing bythe: 
-heat of the Suane, yee ithathno heatin it’ 
| felfe, but receives.it from the Sun-beames, | 
| by vertue whereof it burnes whatfoever is 
beforeit: Luft fo itis with a broken-hearted | 
| finner. But all ftubborae finners are ke | 
| water, that willnot burne at all. I will goe | 
1 no further thanthe worke of preparation. It |. 
is neither finne nor felte fhall have power | 
1 over mee, {inne fhall not, amd felfe cannot | 
| rufeme: therefore I will waittill theSunne | 
| .of righteoufneffe will fhine forth from hea-' | 
| ven, fromthe beavtie of his {aaQuary ; and | 
{1 having received the beames ef Gods love | 
| and favour effedtually upon my foule, and | 
| being warmed by the Sunne of righteoul- 
| aefle, Ifhall beable to returne the heat of 
| loveto God againe. Thusthe Spirit of the | 
Father kindles love and joy ina heart hum- 
bled and inlightned.. | 
| ‘Thirdly,the Do@rinefaith,thatloueand 
joy are kindled, that they may entertaine and | 
-vejoyce in the rishes of Gods mercy, 1% the | 
worth of it. This laftclaufeis addedto dif- | 
covet the diftin nature of this love and | 
joy, from all thefained loveandjoy,thatall | 
carnalland hypocritical wretches pretend | 
to have tolefus Chrifts there is.a kind of | 
| loving and jeying -in the hearts of hypo- | i 
7 N crites, | A, 
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crites, “as afterward you fhall heare ioe. | 
fayes Iudas, Haile Mater fo the Phari 


fees | 
andthe people cut downe branches of the | 
tre:s to welcome Chrift, and crid, Hofanna, 


| Bleffed is heethat comsmeth ik the name of the | 
Lord. Andin MAstth.8.19. A certaine Scribe 
came, and [aid unte hin, Mafter, I will follow 
thee whitherfoever thou fef. And fo the | 
{tony ground, Matth. 13.20. did heare the | 
Word with joy ; and foloveand joye | 
| ecther: Butitis nor that kind of love which ‘ 
} came downe from Heaven, nor that which 
| will ever carrie your {elves 45 befeeming the | 
| mercieof Godin Chrifts for hee thatfaid, | 
| Haile Mafter , betrayed his Mafter with a : 
| kiffe :and Chritt mighthave faid, Is this thy | 
- | love and joy wherewith thou welcommeft | 
| Pharifees follow 
forfake him and ‘ 
fo they that before cried > Hofanna, Blef- | 
he name ofthe Lord, | 
within a while after they cry, Crucifie, crucie 
fie him.and the ftony ground received the 
Word with joy, and a while after came to 
nothing.: This is wild-fire, and foolih fire, 
asthe Philofopher faith, ic is bred and .ham- 
mered out by our owne ends and aimess but 
| they doe nor carrie themfelves befceming 
| therichesof Gods free Stace in Fefus Chrift: ) 
| thats thus; An hearcthtis kindled, beftowes | 
| the beft love and joy upon the Lord Tefas | 
| . | | Chrift, : 
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isthe meaning of that phrafe fo often inti- 

mated, Whofoever loveth father or veother 

more. than mee, ts not worthy of mse. Hethat. 
' prizethany thing more in love, or’ delights | 
in any thing more with joy, than in Chrift, | 
is not worthy of Chrift: Sothen, whofoe- | 
ver beftowes love or joy upon any carnal! | 
contents, more than upon’ Chrift, his love | 
and joy isnot brought fromHeaven, ir isa | 
falfelovethat will fade, and will not bring | 
him thar comfort: which hee lookes to re- | 
ceivefromit. This loveis called the fpiri- | 
tall love, 2 Timti7. For God hath not gt- | 
wen us the [pirit of feare,but of power,oflove, | 
and of a found mind : wee have not received | 
the {pirit of bondagethat is in preparation, | 
but the {pirit of love that isin vocation, It | 
‘is called fpirituall love, becaufe the Spirit of | 
God inthe promife kindles it, and joy goes | 
with it,as you fhallheare anon: and it is that | 
affe@ion alfo, in'the example of Zachews, | 
Lukexg.6. hee had a moneths mind to fee | 
Chrift, atid (asthe learned well interpret it) | 
he’had‘a blind defire, bue well fet on by | 
Chrift';'and therefore fee how hee labours | 
to preventall opportunities and occafions : | 
he runnes beforethe croude, and gets upin- | 
0° tree’,'and when hee was there Chrift | 
{aw him, and faid ;} Come downe quick. | 
ly, for I muft dine at thy. houfe, Here 


we 
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| Chrift, becanfe hee is the beft eG aE 


was |... 
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| wasthe voyceoft Ghrilt, and the kindreffe 
| of-Chrift too,and thiskindled-the fire,and 
| wrought loveand ioy, for thefetwo goeto- 
| gether ; andrherefore the Text faith, ee 
carae dowue and received him joyfully. This 
feemes to meto be the reafon and meaning, 
why fometimes inthe phrafe of Scripture, 
loveis put for beleeving, asin 104.3.18 19. 
Hee that beleeveth.ts net.condemned, but bee 
| that beleeveth not-ts condemued atready, be- 
| caufe hebeleeveth not in the name of the onely 
begotten Soane of God. And this is the cors- 
demnation, that light.% come inte the world, 
ana menlove darknelf[e more thanlight. The 
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receiveth not, for they are both one : hee 
Proves. this, that a-man not -beleeving fhall 
bedamned: why? for this # thegreat con- 
| denenation, that light is come into the world, 
ana men love darkne(fe more than light : 
| becanfe he will not love Chrift,and will not 
receive him, he-receives darknefle,andloves | 
darkneffe more than Chrift, iatimating the 
| ncere combination betweene thefe two, and 
the working and a@ing of them. There are 
many other places that fpeake of love and 
ioy, but none that fits this place of vaca- 
| tion. Ce ae | 
_-Nowtomake this good, there are two 
things neceflarie to bee propounded and | 
handled : | bo} 
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Text faith, He that beleeveth not,or he that |. 
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‘Firft, to fhew the reafon of the order of 
|: Gods worke, why after hope and defire 

there comesthisloveand ioy. 3 
S:condly, the ground of this love, and 


| trike fire upon thefe‘ two affections, and’ 


cleared, it willthenaypeare, how the Spirit 
of -God in the promife doth-kindle this love 
APIO G EA MF ROP ee leiiauoatls 


the order of Gods worke? why comes love 
and ioy next after hope and defire: I an{wer; 
. There are bit two affections , and there 
-need no more ( God being perfectly wife 
hath appointedit ) whereby thefoule fhould 


ifthe good be abfent,thenthe underftanding 


comfortable, oh that I hadit: then ic fends 
out hope, and that waits for that good, and 
ftayes till iecan fee it: “and if that good 
come not, then defire hath another proper 


this defire goes from place to place, from 
Eaftto Weft,from Northto South, éfaith, 
When fhallJ, amd how may Icome to the 
fight of Iefus Chrift? Asthe Spoufein the 
-Canticles fought to the watch-men to” en- 


‘wharit is inthe promifé,that will kindleand: : 


bring them home to the Lord; this being” 


Firft, forthe former. Whatisthereafon of 


fend to meet with any good that is abfent = 


fairh, that is agood to be defired, and very” 


worke, it: goes up and downe wandering, © 
and fecking, and {uing for Iefus Chritt, and 


| quireafter Chrift, fo defire wanders upand 
owne,. 


| " : | sagt nt eat aap 


BY 
Why after 
hope and dee 
fire God 


- workesloye 


and joy in 
the foule, 


| comes tothe Church, to fee if ic can heare | 
| any newesof Chrift: And thusit continues, | 
| tillat laft the Lord Iefus Chrittis pleated to 
| come himfelfe, after the foule hath hungred. | 
} forhim,and fought for him, as acarié faids | 


| thefoule goes from one place to another,: | 
| from Prayertothe Word, and fromthe Sa.” | 
| cramentto Fafting, and asketh of the.ordia | 
_| nances, Whereis my Saviour ¢ and faith, If | 
| you know whercheeis; tell me of him; that. | 
| Imay be poflefied of him, After this, the | 
| Lord Iefus Chriftis pleated to,come him-) | 
| felfe into the view of the heart,which long... | 
| eth thus after him, and faith asthe Propher, | 
Behold, thy Kiang commeth: Sohe faith, Oh-| 
| thou poore broken. hearted finner, here.is | 


ven this day to {peake peace and comfort to | 
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downe. For fol told you, it is the wa nde- | 
ting of the heart, and it neverceafeth going 


and enquiring, if itcan gaine any intelli- |. 
gence of Tefus Chrift. Icgoes to prayer,to- | 


fee.if it can {peake with Chrift there; and | 
from thenceit goes to. the. Word, to fee if | 
that will reveale Chrift, and.toconfereace, 
if that will mention it, and faith, See you 
the Lord Iefus Chrift The hungrie foule | 


oe 


Ob if you can, tell me where my Lord.is: So | 


thy Saviour, hee is come downe from Hea. | 


thee,and thou that haft fo long time prayed, 


tothee he faith, Here Iam, and all my me. BR 


rits are now becomethine, andto theethat i 
| doef | 


doeftthus hunger and defire Chrift, hee is | 
now cometocomfortthee. Now whenthe 
Lord Iefus Chriftis come within thy view, | 
and thy defire hath metwith him, thenthere | 
comes the othertwaaffections : he iscome | 
within fight, and now there are other affe. | 
Gions ftirredup, and fent out by the Spirit | 
ofthe Lord ro give entertainment to Chrift 
Iefus. Love leads him into thefoule, and tels | 
the will of him, and faith, Loe hereisIcfuss | 
Chrift, the Meffiah, that hath ordered thefe | 
ereat things for his Saints and people;-and | 
foyis the attendantto wait upon him, when | 
heiscome. Sufferme to expreffe my felfe | 
thus in thismanner, becaufe I would thew | 
the guile of the frame of theheart in this 
worke. | | 
Itis with a poore humbled finner, as it is 
with a malefaGour or traitor, whois purfu- | 
ed with a Purfuivant, that hath laid wait for 
him as farreasthe Sea,and at laft-hee is re- -| 
folved to yeeldand come in, He hath offen- | 
ded his Soveraigne, and hee is drivento a | 
ftand, he cannot procure apardon, nor hee | 
cannot efeape ; therefore hee iscontent to | 
comein,and yeeld his necke to the blocke, | 
that ashe hath offended, fo he may receive: 
his punifhment accordingly. Now as hecis: | 
eoing, he heares an inckling that there is. 
fome hopeofa pardon, and thereupon the 
poore man begins to reioyce, in hope he | 
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he may be pardoned; and then heareth o- | 
ther newes, which faith, if hee will but bee 
- humbled before his Maieftie,and come to | 
the Court, and importune him for pardon, | 
itislikely that he may be pardoned, nay it | 
fhallbefo. Marry (faith he) that Iewill with 
all my heart, and fo hee fets forward, and 
comesto the Court : his defire carries him 
thither. Thusic is(I fay) with apoore fin. | 
ner: heeis brought home tothe Court, and | 
about the Court hee attends, and askes for | 
_ every man that comes forth, Did you not | 
heare the King fpeake of me’ and, What 
doe you thinke of my cafe ¢ At laft fome of | 
the bed-chamber fay to him, The King hea- | - 
reth that you are mightily humbled, and | 
carneftly defire his favour, you fhall heare 
more from himere long, Atlaft,the King 
himfelfe lookes out at a window, and faith, 
Is thisthe Traytor? Yes,this is he that hath 
beene humbled, and lyes ar your mercy. 
Thenthe King calls out and faith, His par: 
donisdrawing, andit is comming by and 
| by, and fothe King fmileson him. Ohthen 
his heartleapesin his breaft, and hee faith, | 
The Lord preferve your Grace, I thinke | 
there was never fach a mercifull Prince | 
knowneintheworld. This is the love and | 
delight thatis ftirred up. Now when the | 
Parden is fealed and granted, then you fhall 
fee the worke of faith. A poore humbled 
~ | , finney | 
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finner is this malefaGor, that hath commit. | 
-tedhigh Treafon againft the God of heaven 
(for every finner hath rebelled againft the 
God of grace.) The ftubborne rebellious | 
, heart hath flood out againft the Lord God, 
which is high Treafon, though you little 
_thinkeit, when yougoe on wilfully,and fay, 
- This man fhall not rule overme. Well, bee | 
- humbled now intime, while you have mer- 
| cy offered: forif you bee not humbled, the 
Lord fhall fend a Iaylor to take and throw | 
youdowne to Hell, and therefore you had 
- better heare of it now than hereafter, when 
_thereisnoremedie. Perhapsthe Lord now - 
purfaeth a man with hisheavie indignation, 
_and lets flye at him, and fets confcience | 
on worketo follow him, andto dogg: him, 
faying, This isthy finne,and hell is thy por- 
tion, tohellrhou muft. Now the foule be- 
ing befet with Gods wrath, in conclution 
feeth hee cannot efcape the Lords hands s, 
and how to purchafe mercy he knowes nor, 
nor is it poffible otherwife for him to e- 
fcape,and yet hee hath nothing to purchafe | 
“mercy withal!, therefore hee is content to 
lye downe before God, faying, I confefle I | 
have finned, Oh Lord bee thou glorified, | 
though I be damned for ever, my finnesare 
fo many and fo vile, I cannot almoft d: fire 
mercy, but if the Lord will, who can let 
him ? Now when theheart is thus bi 
then 
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then there comes a noife a great way off in | 
the Miniftery of the Gofpell, and that faith, 
| Thy finnes are ali pardonable:: fo he lookes 
-up,and hope faith, Lord itmay beea dam- ; 
ned: creature may bee recovered, -a-dead 
dogge may bereftored to life, anda ‘Tray. | 
tormay be pardoned & receiued. Thenth¢ | 
Lord {ends-another comfortable meffage, | 
namely; Thatif thou canft but (ee a need of | 
merey, and looke out and: waite-for him, | 
thou fhalt be pardoned: hereuponithe peni- | 
tent goes:to the Court gate, that is, «hee | 
comes mourning to the Word, and. firh, | 
Oh yeefaithfull Minifters of Godyyou are | 
ofthe bed-chamber, and you -know.Gods | 
tinde, I:pray what doth God iintend:to. | 
wardsme*? Hereupon we that'arethe Mini. | 
{ters of God, wetellhim, your cafe is right, 
and happely if you attend upon God, you 
may.hearemore of hina hereafter : for the| 
Lord hearesthat youlye atthe Court gate, |) 
and that you arcexceedingly humbled; and | 
thus farre defiregoes. At laftthe Lord Ie- 
fus Chrift fhewes and. prefents himfelfe to 
the finner, and {peakes with him inthe Mini. | 
| ery ofthe Word, and faith, T hat fainting, 
weary, loaden heart. of thine fhall bee re- 
frefhed; and then giveth hima looke of mer- | 
Cy; fo that his hearé danceth within him, | 
_ CStill you muft underftand, that the Lord | 
alwayes {peaketh. by, ‘the Miniftery.of the | 
I sth Word, : 
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Word, and therefore looke for no ftrange 


Thou art hee that longs for my falvation, 
goethy way, have heard thy prayers, thy 
-pardonis granted and drawne, it fhall be de- 
livered to thee afterward. Now when a 


F; 


t 


| dreames and vifions ) while the Lord faith, | 


|| peore finner findes fome chearing of heart, | 
he may fay, The Lord fpaketo me, its done | 
in heaven, mercie is comming towards 
_| mee, the pardon is now’granted, and is in | © 
4 -drawing,and fhallbedeliveredto mein due | 
| time : now againe his heart leapeth within } 
him, and hee faith, Bleffe the Lord, O my | 
| foule,whoever heard of fuch mercy/what? | 
amy finnesbe pardoned ¢ and is the pardon | 
| granted and drawne ? if Inever heare more | 
ofit,and if I goe downe to hell,it is enough, | 
that God hath once fmiled upon mee in his | 
love, it isenough though I have the paines, | 
of hell uponme for ever for it. E/s 4.72. | 
Comfort yee;comfert yee my people, fasth your | 
God. Speake yee comfortably to lerufalems,ana | 
ery unto her, that her warfare is accomplifhed, | 
that her iniquity is pardowed- Se the Lord | 

| faithto poore finners, after they have waited | 
long enough, and God hath feene their de- | 
fires to be found, the Lord, I fay, faith, Tell | 
that poore man from heaven, and from ‘the 
Lord Chrift, and underthe hand of the Spi- 
rit, that his finnesare pardoned, ‘and he fhall | 
| bee received 'to mercy. E/4.66.1,2,3, THe | 
OQ Lora: 


ee 


—— r . - 
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Lord lookes to hin that is poore, and of acon. 
brite fpirit , and trembles at bis word, The | 
pore creature comes ‘and trembles ‘at every | 
truth, and when hee heares of mercy, hee 
| faith, Ohthatis fweet mercy indeed ,but it 
| is not mine, and. he thakesin the confiderati- 
| on of mercy, that he fhould heareof it, and | 

| not receiveit. The Lora lookes to. bim,thatis, 
| he caftsafweet looke upon him, and: lets in 
| fome {weet intimation of mercy, and faith 
| tothepoore'creature, I have an eye tothee, 
} and my love is:uato thee in the Lord Telus 
| Chrift and with that his heart leapes in: his 
bofome. Of this kindI take thactobe,ver. 
| 32-18,19,20. I have furely heard Ephraims 
| bemoaning and lamenting him/elfethue(there 
isa heart humbled, broken; and thirfting’) 
thouhaftchafifed me,and I was chafti(edas 
| 4 bnllocke unaccuftomed to the yoke: turne 
thew me, and I fbalibee turned,thouiarothe 
| Lord my Gods ‘Surely after that Iwas turned 
| L.repented: and after that I was infrudted! 
Smote upon my thigh: lwas afbamed, yeajeven 
confonnded, becanfe 1 did beare the reproach 
| of my youth. Here you fee Ephraim bemoa- 
ning himfelfe, as: if hee had*faid; am the 
man that baveenjoyedall the meanes in a- 
-bundant plenty; and>yet never profited ;the | 
Lord hath correéted: mee, and I was not 
humbled, Ohturnethoume then, O Lord; 
for thereis noabilitiein mee: ‘Now I fee the 
finnes |. 
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‘finnes that before I could not fee, and the | 
-pafeneffe of my evill courfes,and Lam even 
afhamed of the former abufe of Gods gra- | 
ces, andthe many abominations harboured 
and liked, Now matkewhat God anfwers 
in that place,Ver(e 20.15 Ephraim my deare | 
fonnee is hee a pleafant child? as if theLord | 
had faid, Since I {pake to him, I fill .re- | 
member him, allthe whilethat the Lord let 
in the fierceneffe of his wrath into hisfoule 
he earneftly remembred him, I faw allhis_ 
defires,and I obferved all histeares,and my | 
bowels are towards that poore hungry and 
Jonging finner, that longs for my goodnes | 
in [efus Chrift,and I will fhew mercy to | 
him. This isthe behaviour of the Lord to | 
the foule,and ofthefoule to the Lord again. | 
“Thus.you fee, the-reafon of the order of | 
Gods worke; loveislike the Hoft that wel- | 
comes the gueft,and delight and joy, is like | 
the Chamberlaine that waites upon the | 
gueft. This.is the very puife of the hearts | 
Now in thefecond placeI cometo the 


the promife comes to worke this, Firft, | 
what is itinthe promife? Secondly, how | 
comesthepromifeto work thisin the heart, | 
| and then we have the whole frame of the | 
worke opened.] anfwer; for the opening of | 
the point,and the difcovery ofthetruth,in | 
hand,.confider thus much. , | 
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-— Itis when the fpirit of Ged in the pro- | 
mife lets in fome intimation of Gods loye k 
into thefoule. The weight lyes uponthefe | 
two words, Lets éwsletsin( Tfay)andcon- | 
veyesfome rellith of the loue of God into | 
the heart, when the Lord doth expreffeany |. 
love, and favour, and: goodneffe, in that | 
powerfull mannettothe heart humbled,and 
longing for his favour, fo that it doth pre. |. 
vaile with the foule, andmakesthe foule to | 
be affedted with that rellith of his favour ; | 
‘This isthe ground of foue, thecertainty of |- 
a geod flirreth up hope, and the excellency | . 
ofthat good quickensup defire,and the pre- 
fence of this ‘good kindles love: there ‘is a | 
fulneffe that takes upall the whole frame of | 
_ | thework upon all theafe@iens of thefoule, | 
| Pialans. | In Pfalg2.8. iv is (aide Lord will’ com. 

| expounded. | avand his loving kindneffedn the day time > 
| what isthat¢itis a phrafe taken from kings 
and princes, and great Commanders in the 
field, whofe words of command: ftand for 
lawes; fothe Lord thall-fend out his lovin 
kindneffe, and fay, Goe out my everlafting 
love and and kindneffe, take 3 commiffion 
from me,and goe to that hum ble,thirftyaftd 
Aunger-bitten finner, and §0e and profper, — 
and prevaile, and fetcle my love ef Qually 
upon him,and faften my mercy upon him, 
I’command my loving Kindneffe, to! doe 
it. The Lord dothpata Commifiion into 
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the hands of his loving kindneffe, that it | 
fhall do good tothe poore foule,yea,though | 
he withdraw ‘his foule, faying, what I mer- | 
cy? will IefusChrift accept of me ¢ No, | 
no, thereisno hopeof mercy for me:In- | 
deedif 1 could pray-thus, and hearethus, | 

and performe duties with that enlargement, | 
and had thofe parts and abilities,thenthere | 
| were fome comfort, but now there 1s no | 
| hopeof mercy forme. We demand, Isthis 
| your cafe¢ isit thus and thus? Yes: you | 
are thus humbled, andhavethus longed for | 
the riches of his mercy in Chrift,haue you | 
| not?Yes. Then(fay we)graceand mercy | 
is yours. Lcannosthinke it;{aithhe; what? | 
| fucha wretch asI goeto Heaven! no, no, | 
Heaven would rather fallthen fucha finner | 
as Lthould come to be received there.Thus | 
he puts offmercy,and fhuts the door againft i 
| it, and atthe laft caft,when carnall reafon | 
_ builds up forts againft mercy,and fets up | 

ftrong holdsagainft comfort&confolation, | 
and neither Word nor Minifter cancomfort | 

them, then the Lord ( I fay )is faine to put | 
a commiffioninto the hands of his ‘loving 
indneffe: when the poore finner hath bin 
fighing, andlonging;and nothing will cone | 
tent himbutChrift,thé,theatheLord gives | 
outthe commiffion, and faith, Goe home 

to that poore foule,, and breake open the 

doores upon that weary weltering heart, 
. oO 35.3 and 


om 
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and knocke off all thofebolts, and rend off 
-thatveile of ignorance, and carnallreafon, | 
andallbafeargumentss goe ( fay) to that. | 
foule, and cheareit, and warme it, and tell |. 
him from mee, that his finnesare pardoned, | 
and his foule fhall be faved, and his fighes, | 
and his prayersare heard in Heaven : and { | 
charge you doethe worke before you.come | 
againe. oe 
Here isthe goodneffe of God} to-ex preffe | 
himfelfethus mercifully inhis Word to the | 
foule:if it were inmans power, no comfort | 
fhould ever cometothe foule ; but the Lord 
(bdleffed behis Name for it ) he commands. | 
his loving kindneffe to breake in upon him, | 
As itis withan High Sheriffe, when a man | 
| will not deliver up quiet poffeffion to: the 
owner, hecomes with his men, andbreakes 
-openall before him, and willeftate theman 
| into his poffeffion : fethis loving kindneffe 
| isthe Lords High Sheriffe,and whenacom- 
| Pany of Rake-thames of carnall yeafon 
would keepe outmercy, the Lordis faineto | 
ferid his loving kindneffe with 4 commiffion | 
to feazeupon the heart. aS Liles 
Now take notice of this, the ground of 
amans love is. any good which exprefleth | 
his prefencetohim:: as agood tecome was | 
theground of hope, andthe tiecefiitie and 
excellencie of thatgood,makesthe foule to | 
longafter it, fonow, when a good is nor | 
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onely prefent, but exprefferh his prefence, 
| and leauesa kind of remembrance uponthe 
‘foulé,that ftirres up love continually : but} 
this muft be done before love will come. As 
it is with the naturall body, if that which 
lyesupon aman, carries fome weight with 
it, thenit is eafily felt: but if itbeemarvel- | 
louslight, it may lyeupon us, and wee not 

| percéiveit, asa feather, a flye, or the like ; 
and if there comes any weight that affe&s 
the hand, eicher wet, or cold, er warmth, | 
thenhee feeles ic; butif it be light hee per- | 
ceives it not, as a mote may bee onthe face, | 
and not be feltaor feene: fo love in the foule | 
is like this touching of the body. | 
Now when loving kindneffeis not {et on | 
upon the foule,and when it leaves noexpref- | 
fionin the foule,the heart cannot be affected | 
with it, norreturne that joy and delightthat | 
otherwile it would doe : fo that there mutt | 
be aprefent good, and a good expreffing it | 
| felfe to the heart, and affe@ting the heart | 
therewith, and then this love comesto God | 
againt, Gods love affe@ing the heart, and | 
fetled upon it, it breeds a love to God a- | 
gaine, that is theground which S.Jobn {pea | 
keth of, 110b.4,19. Weelove him becanfehe | 
loved usfirft. As Itold youin theexample | 
of the burning-glaffe, it muft receive the | 
heat of the beames of the Sunne, before it | 
can burne any thing,fothere muft be ia 
O of | 
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: “of Gods love to fall upon the foulé sbeforeit. 


can: love God againe; as.in Hofeart.g. 2 | 
drew thena.with thecords of 4 man, even with. |, 


the bands of lave. God. lets inthe cords. of, | 
love into.the foule, and that drawes love a- 
-gaineto God. But above all, that place Cazf.. 
204:( marke the. manner how.Gods Spirie 
expreffeth himfelfe tothe foule )- He brought 
meintothebanquettine -boxfe, aud his.banner, 
over me wasloves flay me with flaggons, and. 
comfort me with apples, forl am (icke of love, 
And fowhenthe banner of. Chrifts love is 
{pread overthe foule, the foule comes to be 
‘| fickein love to-Chrift. As itisin war,when. 
the Commander difplayesthe banner,thefe 
three things are fignified by it; Eirft; rhac 


there is the prefence of the Commander: 
Secondly,thedifplaying of the banner come 
mands all to cometoit: Thirdly, while it is 
held out, all keepeto it.. , 

Now feethe excellencie ofthe Spirit. of |. 
God in the Scripture. Fhe Church wasthen. 
infometrouble, butthe Lord Chrift brings 
the Spoufeintahis chamber, nay, into the | 
wine-celler,andthe banner that wasdifplay- | 
ed over her waslove : and firft Chrift came 
asa Commander toredeeme her,and to fave 


her from all troubles.and. affli@ions. Se. 


condly,iccommands the foule to come to. 
thebanner. Thirdly, when God difplayes 


| hislove inthe beautie of it, in any meafure,, | 


Love and lon. 


| Spiritual 


thenallthe company of poore finacrs come 
| inunto it; and fo they love the Lord, be- 
 canfe the Lordhathlovedthem. 
| This loveof God dosh beget our loves. 
| inthree particulars. Firk, there is a {weet- 
| neffe, anda:relith which Gods leve lets into 
the foule, and warmes the heart with :. you: 
thall fee how the fire is kindled by and by. 
As whena manis fainting, we give him 4- 
gua-vite, {oa fainting finneris cold at the 
heart,and therefore the lets: inadrop of his 
| loving kindneffe, and this warmes the heare,. 
andthe foule is even. filled with the fappi- 
| nefle of the mercy of God : as C4nt.1.1,2- 
| wherethe Spoufe faith, Let him kiffe me with 
the kiffes of his mouth, for bis love ts better: 
than wine. The poore foule, though hee 
|. drinke water,yetae drinkes better wine than. 

any carnall. man under Heaven: the kiffes of 
his mouth are the comforts of his Word 
| and:Spirit.. Thefoule faith, Oh letthe Lord 
refrefh me with the kiffes of his mouth, that 
is,ofhis Word and Spiritslec the Lord {peak 
-comfortto the heart, and this isbetter than: 
| wine. (Eor the Lord mutt doe it, before-hee 
| canbe apprehenfive of hislove :) yeaslet the 


| promifes in Iefus Chrifttome. And againe 
| inthefecond verfe, Becau/é of the favour of 
| thy garments, thy mame js. as anointmsent pon- 


| ned forths, therefore the virgins love thee. 
| Chrift 


 lovein us to. 
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| Lordexpreffe the comfort of his precious: 
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Chrift was the oyntment, Chrifts oyntment 


is his graces; and the favour or thecommu.-- 
nication of this,isthe expreffionof his love 


° 


hum bledthat lovetheLord,': ~~ 

Secondly, as this: warmes the heart, fo: 
the freeneffe of the love of. God thus let in, | 
and thus intimated, begins even to kindle 
this lovein the foule, thatit fparkies againe, 
Rom.5.8.feehow God {ets out his love to 
us, Seeing ( faiththe Apoftle ) that while wee 


tothe foule: the virgins are the foules truly | 


| were finners Chrift died for us, This come 


mends the loveof God, the Lord fends to 


| poore, miferable, finfull, broken-hearted 


finners, and faith, Commend my mercie to 


| fuch a one, and tell him,.that though hee 
hath beene an enemy to me,yet lama friend 


to him ; and though hee havebeene rebelli- 
ous againft me, yet lama God anda Father 
tohim ; and let him not thinke, that becaule 
he hath offended me, therefore heethall not 
receive mercie from me: bur here is my 
love, and it is worth the commendation: 
Chrift died for poore finners, when they 
were enemies; thereforeif God fo Jov-dus 
as to dye for us, when wee were finners and 
enemies, how ought we then to love one a- 
nother? But much more how ought weeto 
lovethe Lord ¢ What was it that kindled | 
that frozen, and vile, and ftubborne, and - 


| wicked heart of wretched Sas/, who had a 
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heart as hard as ice? 1 S4M.24,19. when 


David had him upon the hippe, and might 
have flaine him, but would not, even this 
wroughtuponthe heart of Sa#/,and kindled 
a fire of affeGtionso: love towards him, and 
made him fay, Come againe my {on David, 
Thou art morerichteous than I ; for thou haft 
rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded 
thee evill. snd thon hat fhewcd mee this 
day, bow that thon baft dealt well with mee: 
foralmuch as when the Lord hath delivered me 
istothine hand, thou killedft me net. Fot who 
| ever flew not hisenemie,whenhe found him 
at {uch an advantage ¢ wherefore the Lord re- 
ward thee good fur that which thon halt done 
unto wee this day. Sauls heart is all on fire 
with this kindneffe. Sowhen the poore fin- 


nerconfidersthis.with himfelfe, and faith, 


| Isthe Lord fomercifulltomee?’ who ever 

thus found hisenemie, and flew him not ? 

I that loved my fins and continued in them, 

hadit not beene juft that I fhould have peri- 
fhedinthem? But will the Lord not only 
| not flay bis enemié, bnt give his Sonne for 
‘mee? Oh lee my foule forever rejoyce in 
| this unconceivable goodnefle of God! Bee 
| thy.heart neuer fo hard, if it have but the 
fenfe of this,.it cannot but ftirre theetohu- 
miliation. 


Laftly, the .greatneffe of the freenefie., of 


thismercie of God, being fetled. upon the 
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heart, enflames it. This {weetnefle warmes 
the heart,this freeneflekindles the fire; and. 
when the greatneffe of the fweetneffe comes | 
tobe valued , this fets the heart all upon a 
fire.In Eph.3.17,18 the Apoftle defires that 
Chrié’ might dwell in their hearts, and that 
they might be rooted in loves but how thall 
we cometo this, that we asay bee able to com- 
prehend with all Saints, what is the breadth, 
ana liagth, and depth, and beight of theleve | 
of God in Chrift ? As it the Apoftle:had 
faid, If Ionce come to fee the unmeafura- 
bleneffe of Gods mercy, this will blow up 
the foule, andenflame the heart with admi- 
rable-fove againeto the Lord, and makethe’ 
foule fay, I thathave done all that I could. 
againft the good God, it breakes my heare 
to thinkeic :there was no-name under Hea. 
vea that I did more blafpheme, and tearein 
peeces more thanthis : I have defpifed no 
command fo much, as the command ‘of 
God, and of ‘Chrift, and I have grieved no 
{piric {6 much, as the good Spiric of the 
Lord, againft thefefweet motions that God 


hath Jet intomy foule; ‘and ftruggled with 
| me, toplucke me from my-company,andto 


contend with me. Ihave taken up armes ae 
gainft Almightie God. If I had butgone to 
the top of Hell, it had beene infinite mercy, 
and itl had been ina dungeonall my dayes, 
and had another world to live, and lived it 

| al] 
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all in miferie,it had beene infinite mercie for 
the Lord to fend downe Chrift, to looke 
| upon mea poore wretch inthe dungeon,and 
_tofpeaketo meout of the gatesof hell,and 
totell me of this mercie, oh it had beenc an 
infinite mercie : but to fenda Sonne to fave 
me, itis incomparable; | could not conceive 
to doe fo muchevill againft him, as hehath 
done goodto me :.oh the breadth of that 
mercy beyond all limits, oh the length of 
chat mercie beyond alltime, oh thedepth of 
| that mercie below a mans miferie, oh the 
height of that mercy above the height of 
mine underftanding! Jf mine hands were 
| allof love,that Icould workenothing but 
| love, andif mine eyes were able to fee no- 
‘thing but love, and:my mind thinke of no- | 
thing butleve, and if had a thoufand bo- 
dies it were all too little to love that God, 
that hath unmeafurably loved mee a poore 
fiafull hel-hound : P/at. 18.1. Tiswill Love 
shee-dearely, 0 Lord my ftrength, Oh have 
- Jgottenthe Lord Iefus Chrift-to bee my |. 
_comfort,my buckler,my fhield? If I have 

| any,good; he gives it, and if any-good ‘bee 
continued, itishe thatdoth it, andif Phave 
| any,comfott in-it, itisheethat b'effeth it to © 
| me;therefore! willlove thee dearely, Oh 
Lord my ftrength. Thusthe point is cleare, 
and ftands upon his right bottome... | 

_. \Now] cometo the Application ofit,that 
we 


noone 
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| -weemay reapefome goedand comfote to 
our owne foules. And the ufe of the point ‘ 
is fourefold ; for Inftru@ion, for Confola- » 
| tion, for Reprehenfion, for Exhortation. 
Loa Vfe x. Firft, forInftru@ion, which I de- 
love to fire alittle tocommend to you, becaufeitis 
| Chrift fezfonable, Isit fo thatthe Spirit of the Ea. 
, ther kindles this lovein the heart truly hum- 
bled and enlightned ,&c? then conclude this _ 
undeniably, That there is no power in na- 
ture, orin a naturallheart, Ifay, there is no 
‘| fafficiencie in the power of nature, te bee 
| Carried to any love towards Chrift: we have 
not this before God gives-it, nay, wee can: 
‘ot move our felyesin loveto God, before 
the Lord let in the fparkes of love into our 
| foules. .Trueitis, we find ieby wofull expe-— 
-Henee, itis in our power tolovethe world, | 
and todélighe in:bafelufts, and being but 
haturall men, itcannot be but that we fhould 
{dove sour, felves, and .the things of this 
| world: there isenough of thefe wilde fires, 
and of this bafé worldly luftin every natil- 
rall foule to exprefieitfelte;' bur to lovethe 
LordIefus Chrift, and to-haye a‘hearrin. 
larged towards him, it is a worke of grace 
that growes notin our hearts ; [faythere is 
I hot one {parke of holy love, aad of thisho. | 
aot ly fire of love in our hearts at any time,nei- 
| ther can we buy-or borrow it at the“hands 
| Of any under heaven, further than the Spirit 
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of the Lord is pleafed to kindle it, and to 
inflame this grace of love tothe Lord Jefus, 
and further than the Lord by the power of 
his merits is pleafedto feed this in.our 
fowles. It isan unconceiveable mifery, that 
any man fhonld bee fo farre deluded, as to 
thinkethar hecan doit by his owne ftrength- 
and power: Saint Pawé exprefleth it in dif 
covering the vilencfle of himfelfe by nature, 
and the freenefle of Gods grace: 1 Tém.t. 
13514. L was before 2bla/phemer, and a per[e- 
cuior, but 1 obtained mercy : I wronged lefus 
Chrift, and was malicious againft him, and 
oppofed againft his children : Pas/ could 
doethis of himfelfe; forhou canftbe mali- 
| cious againft the Lord, and againft the pow- 
er of his grace andtruth, this a naturall man 
can doe; but for himto love the Lord Ieftis 
Chrift, and to beleeve in:him, how came 
-| Saint Paal by that? Why: the grace of God 
wasexceeding abundant towards mee, with 
faith and. love, which isin lefus Chrift. Asif 
he had faid,it was abundant grace that over- 
powred my unfaithful heart, and mademe 
beleeve;and it was-abuadant grace thato- 
ver- powred my injurious heart,andmademe 
love Chrift. Buthow was this? it was by 
the grace of Chrift; from Chrift this faith 
was wrought, and)in ‘Chrift this love was 
kindled. As ifthe had faid, Ithought to 
-caft off the Lordiand his grace, I was a 
| | Li perfecu- | 
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perfecuter and avillaine indeed 5 but thar I 
fhould beleeve the Lord, and love him, | 
this was from Chrift, it was in grace, and 
not.in Past. Theball muft firft fall to the - 
ground, beforeit can rebound backe agaiiie; 
fo the Lord Iefus muft firft dart in his love | 
intothefou'e, before the foulecan rebound - 
in love and joy to him azaine; weemuftre- |. 
ceive from grace, before wee can rebound » 
backe any loveto God: as 1 Tim.1.7, Gad 
hath not giver us the [pirit of bondage, but of 
power, of love, and of a found minde. See 
‘what the Lord {pake ia fome cafe of the 

|. | Tewes, Jobt 5.4.0, 42. ( {peaking home to 
their hearts) hee faith, 2 kom you, thas yee 
| have not the love of God in you.Verlege.he 
faith, Yee will not come to mere : and inthe » 
42.verle I know you, that yee have not the 
love of God is you, As if hee had faid, I 
know it, you know it not your felves, and 
though you thinke you ‘have this love to 
mee, yetyou are deceived, you know not 
what youare, nor what you know, bur I 
know: and itis as true of every: corrupt 
heart under heaven, the love of God can. 
. | not bee in the heart of any naturall man 
whatfoever; ; | 
The reafon why T preffe this point fo 
much, is this; itis for thefe two ends, you 
Carnall men | fhallfeea double benefit byit. | 
ae ag Firft, this confutesand overthrowes the 
“}, GUTLCUILy , te * ' 
* love Chrift, ; conceits 
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conceits efa company of carnal Gofpellers 
that fay; they: faft not, nor pray nor, nor 
profeffe not fo muchas fuch and fuch, but} 
| for the truth oftheirlove to Chrift they } 
‘| defie all the world, they find no difficulty } 
in the. matter,and they make nodeubtther- | 
| of and-thereforeif any -Chriftian man, or | 
| any faithfull Minifter-of God, thal! begin to | 
| challenge them with the want of love to 
‘| Chriftand grace, they will anfwer, What?. 
not louethe Lord Iefus? itis pittythat e- 
‘| uer that man fhould live; they have loved 
| him,and will loue him for ever, and all the 
world fhail not perfwade them tothe:con- 
‘| trary. Oh poore deluded: creatures! ‘it isan 
| undoubted argrmentthatthou never hadft } 
the loue of Ged inthee, becanfe thou thin- | 
keftit fuch an eafie matter to love him.Ma- | 
| ny men make nothing of it;they make it but | 
an holy-day taske, and fay, Who-cannot‘ 
love.-Chrift 2 I fay, neither thou nor Ican ‘ 
doeit by any power or vertuein ourfeluess | 
nay Ifay.thou artas able to fave thy owne | 
foule, andto redeeme thy felfe without | 
Chrift,as thou art able to. love Chrift, un-} 
leffe-he bythe power of his fpiritenable thee | 
to doeit. Nay,youthatmake nothing of it, |. 
to lone Chrift, marke what! fay: If aman | 
might have :happineffein hand, and heaven | 
laid downeuponthe nayle,ifhe could love | 
the Lord Iefiis of himfelfe, Lfay,ifhe had. 


ee, 
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jno more but nature, he would never goe to 

| heaven, nor never bee happy : Nay, it will | 
;coft more than fo, it will coft time and | 
'paines, and many tearesand prayers s you 
muft have the Father‘come downe from 
heaven toteach you, and you mutt goe to 
another {choolethan ever you were at yet, 
before you can learne it : and unleffe the 
Father make you ableto loue Chrift, you 
can never doeit. It is true, if ic were 

; nothing but pratling and profefling,and yet 
|to ftand in open oppofition to the power 

| of grace andthe {pirit, this cannot bee:forto 

| welcome a Saviour,to receive Chriftanfwea 
rable to the worth of him, a min cannot 
doeit by the meere power of nature, ‘it is 
the worke of the Lord,’ as the Apofle 
Saint Jobe faith, 1 19h,1.5.Godis light, and 
in hineis nodarkneffe: and Ephef,5.8. Yow 
mere darkweffe: God is nothing but holines, 
and youare nothing but ‘darknefle. Now 
you know darkneffe can oppofe light,and 
wickednefle can oppofe holineffe, but ne. 
ver give way to it norreceiveit - Thisisthy 
hatureand condition, thou haft'an ignorane 
darke heart of thine owne; but the Lord is 
altogether holines and light, and thow'canft 
not receive it, nor wilt thou receiue him. As 
2Theff-2.10, they would not receive the 
truth of God inthe: loue of it:the truth of 
God makes love to thy carnall heart, and | 
- would 
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would pluckethee from thy bafe lufts and _ 


corruptions, and would weo and winne thy 
foule, that it might take place inthy heart, 
the world willnot receive it. Tefus Chrift 
came into the worldto fave finners, but the 
| world would not receive him, fo farre were 
they from feekingto a Saviour ; that they 
| would not receive him though he cameto 
offer himfelfe to them thou haft a heart 
that hateft Iefus Chrift, and cannot Joue 
him;andthouhaft aheart thatcan oppofe him 
and his grace, but canft net take content- 
ment in that grace and rich mercy of his: 
if thou haftnot grace and mercy,thou haft 
but what thou wouldft haue, and there- 
fore it is juft thou fhouldeft never haue 


it. 
The fecond caufe, why ! preffe this in- 
firu@ion, is this, To thew the diforderly 


proceedings of many poore Saints, that la. 


| Bourextremely to. worke their ewne foules, 
| andto bring their hearts to love Chrift, thar 
_ theyevenfallout with themfelues,and curfe 
| their bafe hearts, that.can louethe world, 


- and cannot loue Tefus Chrift: they labour | 
| much, and would bring their hearts to loue | 


| him, but they cannot doe it, becaufe they 
poe to worke che contrary way, they 
would bring loue to the promife, and 


not receive love f 


ae 


sree 


rom the promife, as if 2 | 
man fhould bring water to the fea, or light | 

a) tC- 
a eee 


Saints love 
Not as they 
might and 
fhould bee 
caufethey fe 


ly noton the 
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, to-thefunne. Itisas ifhe would have afuN! 
of his owne: and yet thereis bur one funne 
_of righteoufneffe, that can kindle this loue 
+ of Lefus Chrift, to. carry. it felfe worthy of 
him: Therefore be wife herein, andthinke 
not to bring lovetothe promife, but come 
tothe promife for it,and goetothe fea for | 
water, and looke uptothe funne of Gods 
toue, and be underthebeames of Gods mer- 
cy,and lookenot downinto thatdead frozen 
‘heart,ofthine own:forifthouwouldft never 
fo faine, thou canftnot receive onefparkle 
of this love from thy owne abilities, See | 
his lovetherein, and bee thereby drawne to 
love him againe,and fee the fulneffe of thofe 
pleafures at his right hand which endure 
for ever: 10h.16.14.the Lord Chrift faith, 
He fhallfend the Spiritthe Comforter,and 
he fhall take of mine,that is, take of Chrifts, 
All fpirituall graces are Chiifts, therefore 
goethou thy way, and tell the Lord thus 
much faying, In truth Eord I have not. a. 
heart tolove thee, itis thine owne worke, 
and thou haft faydthat thy fpirit fhall take | 
ofthine and give it te thy fervants that thy 
fervants mavalfo give thee of thine owne 
againe: that love ;and that delight is thine. 
to give, that wee may gine thee of thine 
owne,as David {poke of the building of | 
the Temple. Thus much of the ule of ine 
firnQion. sls 
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| ¥f¢a.Inthe fecond place here is aftrong, Gomfor f | 
| confolationto fuftaineand:refrefh the hearts | ee het” | 
| of thofe that have received this gracious} ; 

| worke: thoughthey haue fome {mall weak. | 
| neffes, it skillsnot, be the worke foundit is | 
| enoughsthy foule may bee comforted that | 
| the Lord hathenlarged himfelfe to thee in | 
| thisgracious worke ;fayit isagronnd of | 
admirable {weet refrefhing offoule to any | 
| that finde this gracious love unto Chrift. | 
| Aman by nature.cannot have this, there- | 
| fore haftthouthis by grace. Goethy way, | 
1 as hethathath foundatreafury, and make | 
much of it, arid fay, and knew, thou haft 
| fomethingmore than all carnall wretches | 
| can have,andthou haft more than all the | 
cunning clofe-hearted hypocrites under | 
| heaven can have, letthem pretend,and fain, 
| and fatter what they will. Me-thinks this 
fhould wonderfully refrefhthe hope of you | 
poore ones:: for though many times other | 
things goenot well with you, yet this is | 
enough'to cheare up your hearts for ever. | 
You know a childe will loue*his father, | 
though hee candoelittle forhim : he is a | 
child, and chereforethoughhe can doe lit. | 
tle for his father, yet if he love his father, 
hee is contented : fo they that haue litele 
meanes, and fmall fufficiencies towards a- | 
ny fervants of God, anditmay be their un- | 


6 ED ~~ > ‘ 
. Wea A ss ea .\ 


| derftandings are notfo deepe as others be, | 


* 
y é ip : ’ ’ yn vf 
. ee MIE TERA EF Lio ok SF Cae 7 : 
ae = ter oie oe Ar ye Ae 7. 
‘ ~ ieee ae © P , ’ 
” ‘ 


14. —— Spirituall ove and [oy.. 
_,and their tongues runne net fo glib as fuch | - 
and fuch, and they cannot talkefo freely of | 
the things of grace and falvation 3 and thoa 
haft meaner parts,and canft not enlarge thy | 
felfin holy duties,and holy fervices(though | 
thisiscommendable where it is) and thou 
, canftnot difpute tor a Saviour,and perform | 
fuch dutiesas otherscan doe, yet thou canit | 
loue Iefus Chrift, and reioyce in him.Me- 
thinkes there is manya poore foule would 
fay, I bleffethe name of the Lord, that’s al] 
that [haue;the Lord knowes that all the | 
friends I have,and parts, and meanes,.and 
| abilities in the world,they are but as dung 
and droffe incomparifon of Chrift: Oh it 
were the comfortof my foule, ifI might be 
euer with him.Goethy way,and the God > 
of heaven goe withthee, this isa worke of 
{| God that will never leaue thee, and itis a | 
badge anda proper livery that the Lord ie. _ 
fus gives onely to his Saints : never a meere 
profeffor under heauen ever wore it, nay 
there was never any hipocriteunder heauen. 
to whom God did intend it,but onely thofe 
whom he hatheffe@tually called,and whom 
hee will fave: therefore thoughthou wan- 
teft all, thou haftall to comfort thee in the 
want of all, and thou maift fay, .I can fay 
little for Chrift,mytongue falters,and my 
memory isweake, yet the Lord knowes | 
loue the Lord Iefiis, 1 10b.4.7: itis thein. 


| | couragement | 


ote 


| couragement that the Apoft le gives, faying, 


| amd everyone that loveth is borne of God. 


| | come from God,then theloue of Godis a 


The time was, Lord,thatthis wretched fin- 


| fome to me;but now I thanke God I can | 
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Love one another, for love commseth of God, | 


Indeed he preffeth itinregard ofthe love 
to the brethren: but the arguments ferve for | 
our purpofe ; for if the loue of the brethren | 


more {peciall worke of God. Therefore | 
can you plead thus with your hearts,and fay 


fall carnall heart of mine, could find no re- 
lify in the promifes of grace,and I could | 
not bring this bafe heart to love the Lord 
lefus Chri@, and the promife was weati- | 


doethat which before I could notdoe, I} 
thanke God that the promife of life, and | 
the light of Gods countenaace is more to | 
me now than allthe contentments of the | 
‘world : furely Ilouethe Lord Tefas Chrift. | 
And is not this of God 2 Yes, I warrant 
theee: itisnot ofthy felfe, thou haft beene | 
taught from heaven 5 it was not the {choole | 
of the fefhand the world, that taught thee | 
this le@ure,it is from heaven,and the Spi- | 
ritof the Eather hath over-thadowed thee | 
in his promife,and hath kindled this fparkle | 
of loue inthee,and thou haft that whichis | 
found and true - therefore bee comforted | 
and reioyce init, thou canftfay, more than | 
any man under heaven canfay, that hath 
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not this found love in his heart. ; 
And as this isa ground of comfort, fo alfo it 


things worke for the beft sothofe shat lowe God, 


therin our vocation ‘they workefor the bef 


| to thofethat are called according to his pur- 


pofe:he minded well towards them,and cal- 


| ed them from the love of the world. And: 
| therefore fince nothing can harme thee,goe- 


| thy way, and let nothing difmay thee, nor 
| difcourage thee;nay, goc away ever cheered | 
| Icharge you. David defired no more but: 
| what God was wontto doe to his children. 


that loved his name. Dee to mee( faith: the 


| Text)as thon ufeft to doe te thofé that lowe and: 
| feare thy Name. Pfal.119.¥32- [know thou. 


loveft them that lovethee, and wiltfave and 


| glorifie them in the end, [defireno more but 
this, Doe asthowufef? to doe to thofethat- love 


thy Name. Be quieted with thy childsparts. 


thy lot is fallen into a marvellous faire 


ground ; David a King defired no more, 


and if thou haft fo muchasheehad, it is e- 
| nough. | 


Ob, Oh, but, fome will fay, this is all the 


| difficulty, ifa man hadthis love which came 
| from God effe@ually calling him, it were ¢€- 
} nough, anda man might have comfort in it, 
~ | but there isa great deale of falfe love and. 


falf 


| Me-thinkes the Apoltle fpeakes of fuch: a | 
| Jove as.is wrought by the Spirit of the Fa. 
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falfe ioy in the world therefore how fhall I 
know,whether mine beany otherwife than 
theirs, that Imay not bee deccived as they 
aree How may | knowifthis be of the. right 
| Ramp? Forifit be right love, God willowne 
it, | 

. Auf. Now for theantwer to this quefti- 
onslet every man put his lovevpoathe triall,. 
and weewillfay no more then that which 
we haveground for from the doctrine deli- 
vered. Therefore examine thy loue and thy 
joy thus 3 Whether doft thou. welcome 
Chriftand. grace according tothe worth of 
them # Now marke this , if I prove Jove 


God, then there will be joy there too; for | 


they both grow upon one root, onely. this 


joy hath alittle more of the {weernefle of | 


Godsloveinit. Now whether wewelcome 


Chrift. according tothe worth of it, ic. will. | 


appeare by.thefe five particulars - 
Firft, obferve the roote and rife from 
whencethy love canic 5. confider this. and 


e 


weigh it fadly,for itis of great difficulty,yet 


‘eis never failing, and it is the narrowelt 


fearch that Lknow of thereforelooke well | 


to it gif ie come from the right mint, itis cur- 
vant. You know itisthe priviledge of Kings 
and Princes, that all the coine that comes 
fomhis Mintand iscoined with his ftamp, 
<5 warrantable : but if there bec any other 


Mint, the King will not allow oft, butra- | 
| fie ther | 


Notes oftrue |: 


love toChrift 


ey Triall, 
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ther punith him shar did it, [u@ fo it is with 
| this love, it is the priviledge of the Lord 
Iefus Chrift, the Sonne of Gods love, 
to mint and to coine love that may bee 
currant love indeed, that hee maytake for | 
good payment. Therefore doth thy love 
come from the Spirit of the Father ¢ then it 
is onely fitto clofe witha Saviour, with the 
Pather.and the Spirit, and fo confequently — 
the Father allowes it. Great men muft bee 
Another, —_| entertained anfwerable to their perfons: for 
fuch aman tohave poore and leane diet, it 
is not meetforhim , the greateft delicates | 
that can be, doe befeéeme fuch menofplace, | 
So this leane, and earthly, and natural] love, 
that growes onely out of thy owne parts 
and abilities, or whatfoever it is, it is but | 
Jeane love, and poore provifion, and fuites 
not with Godthe Father, nor [efus Chrift. 
Bafe love and bafe things for bafe men, and 
|meane love for meane things, and naturall | 
lovefor naturall things: but would you en- . 
tertaine the Father from heaven, and afpiri. 
tuall Saviour ¢ then youmuft let your love | 
be {pirituall, to welcome'a bleffed Saviour, 
This befuits him, and otherwife he will not 
be ertertained. As it is with flowers, the 
flowersthatare of fpeciall planting,(as lere- 
| my {peaks ofthe Jewzs)and the flowers that | 
are inoculated by the hand of the cunning 
Gardiaer, asthe Provice Rofe, or the like, 


| ) there 
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. | thereis much care and paines about them ; 
but your ordinary hedge. row R ofes, there is 
{| no caretakenforthem. Iuftfo iris with the 
worke of Gods erace, and all other common 
eracesinthe world, there is a provice love 

and joy, that is alovethat comes from the | 

planting, and ajoy that comes from the in- 
oculating of the {pirit. This provice love 
and jey is wrought by the Spirit of God, 

and this makes a {weer favour inthe nofirils |- | 

of Almighty God, and of the Lord Iefiis | 
Chrift;and the Lord Chrift will fay,O-h that 
love pleafeth me. They cannot welcome the 
Lord betterthan with this loves but the o- 
therlove and joy pleafeth him nor. Canft 
thou fay, I love the Lord, becaufe hee hath 
| loved mee ¢ then thy love is of a right 
mettall sand know it for ever, that that 
God which cannot bur love himfelfe,. 
hee cannot but like that love which 
came from himfelfe, who is the God of 
all love, and which comes from his owne 
divinenature. Isthy foule affected and en. 
larged in lovetothe Lord, becaufe thou haft 
felt and received the rellifhand fweetnefle of 
his grace ¢ Doft thou loveand joy in God 
upon thisground, namely upona grounded 
affe@ion of Godslouetothee, ferled and fea- 
led tothy felfe ? fothatthou canft fay, The 
Lord, hath lectin the glimpfeof his favour, 
and the Lord hath faid it in his truth, hee 
Pookes 
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lookesto him that trembles at his word : 
the Minifter faidit,andthe Spirit faich it,chac 
|. my mercy is regiftredin heaven, and my de- 
fires arereceived and granted, Oh how.fhall - 
I love the Lord ¢ My finaes are manywhich 
| I have bewailed,andmy fighes and fobs I 
have put up to heavea, and.at laftthe Lord 
hath given mee a gracious anfwer. O how 
mayllovetheLord myftreagth dearly! Lord 
thou haftlooked downe from heavea in love | 
and mercy upon me, and thereforemy foule 
hall ever looke up to heaven to theeinlove. | 
Ifit be thus with thee, thy love is found,and . 
will never faile thee: but ifany mans love 
comes from himfelfe,; and therefore loves. 
God, that love willonely bring all to bim- 
felfe, and thereistheend ofit. Aman hath 
a lovetohis parts and abilitiesand prayer, ' 
and preaching and reading and conference, 
and underftanding, and policy : hee loveth 
thefe, and therefore he would fain be behol- 
den to Jefus ‘Chrift,to helpe-him to honour 
andto glorifiethefe parts of his. This love 
was from hisparts, and broughttohis parts, 
andinthemeane time the Lord lefus lay in 
theduft, and his glory was not regarded : 
whereas the lovethat is wrought by God, it 
alwayesdoth draw the love of the foule a- 
gaine to God, and folove fromhim draws 
loveto him.» This is the excellencie of this 
love, and thisis love of theright kind. But 
if | 
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lif the love of parts:and profits draw me to 
honourand glorifie partsand profits, then I 
love my profits andnot Chrift, Thinke of-| 
this often, this iscertaine, this will bee the | 
maineft difference betweene all the. love of 
carnall hypocrites,and of the Saints of God. 
I wouldexpreffe my felfetoyou thus: As it 
is with meat which a man takes downe in- 
wardly and digefts.it, this breeds good 
bloud;.but that meate which a man eates 
and fpits out againe,and tarries not long with 
him, this breeds no bloudat all ; Soitis in 
the heart of a poore humbled finner truely. 
wrought upon to receive Chrift in. the 
worth of-him, and-with the hypocrite... A 
heart truely wrought upon by Gods Spirit, _ 
it takesdowne the promifeand feedsuponit, | 
and it breedsgood bloud and complexion. 
Truelove is like this good bloud, .and true 
joy islike this complexion. Marke this, the 
promife of God fettled upon the heart nou- 
rifheth and feedeth the. heat, and it breeds 
| good bloud.: but the foolith hypocrite,that 
hath akind of flattering fweetnes,this tickles 
the heart with vaine conceits,but they never 
goe downe. And hence itis, that that love 
which comes from hence, it is but a fading 
love, and there is no good bloud, nor no 
good complexion comes fromit, but rather. 
corruptions and overture. 
Secondly, asthe root of this love mf be 
rom 
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from the kindling of the Spirir, fa if thou en- 


Truclove of | tertaine thy Saviouras it befeemes him, thou 


muft entertaine him as a King, and that is 
thus, giveup allto him, and entertaine nene 
with him upon termes of honour, but fuch as" 
retaine to him, or be attendants untohim : 
thisisthe manner of receiving great Princes, 
Love allina Chrift, and for a Chrift, but 
expreffethy love and thy joy to a Chrift a- 
bove all: heis asthe King, and all the reftare 
but as retainers,and all his fervants areas {er- 
vantsto him. He thatloves any thing equall 
with a Chrift, itis certaine hedid never love 
a Chrift: but he that fets up any thing cheeke 
by joll with Chrift, he defpifech him andne: 
ver receives him. It isall oneasifa man did 
put aflaveinto the fame chamber with the 
King, whichis all one as todrive him away. 
So ifthou doft {etup any thing with Chrift, 
thou doft drive him away with fuch bafe be- 
haviour. As in James 4.4. O yee adulterers 
and adultereffes, know yee not that the friend. 


| Ship of the world is ennsity withGod ? whofoever 


therefore will be a fricnd of the world is anene- 
my of God.. A man cannot retaine fellow- 
fhip with Chrift Iefus and withtheworld too 
upon point of honour; As the woman that 
loves her husband, fhe loveth other men as 
friends and neighbours, and wil] give them 
very courteous entertainment, and welcome 
them kindly : but if they come to claime the 
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love of a wife, fhe abhorres and detefts them. 
So a loving heartthat loves Iefus Chrift as 
the Bridegroome,he loves Chrift onely, and 
all for Chrift, and the reftas friends, &c. 
The foulewillove honors,or profits,orcre- 
ditor parts and priviledges that theymay be 
friends to {peake for a man,and to givea man 
occafionto {peake with aSaviour : as the wife 
lovesthe husband firftlyjand allthereft fhe 
regards onely asthey may further the match 
this way ; fothe Lord Chrift and his grace is 
chiefeto the foule,butthe world, and eafe, 
and credit, thefe are meerely as friends to 
leade him to a Saviour, and make him ac- 
quainted witha Saviour. The foule lovesthe 
word,and prayer, and all Gods ordinances, 
to fpeake a good word to a Saviour for him, 
butall the reft are defpifed by him, and if 
any of them come to claime the love of a 
foule froma Chrift, it hates them deadly : 
as Luke14.26. Ifany mancometo mee, and 
hatenot father and mother in comparifon of me, 
hé is not worthy of mee : that is if father and 
mother ftand betweenethee and Chrift, and 
would have thyfoulemarried to them again, 
the foule hates them. Thisisaplaine diffe. 
rence betweene a found heart and a falfe 
hearts inthe receiving of Chrift the found 


‘heartreceives him as a favorite receives a 


Prince, he gives up allto him, and lets him 
have the command ofall:(burnow an Inne- 
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keeper entertains him that comes next to. 


him, he willtakeany mans money, and will } 


give welcome to any man,ifitbeethe bef. 
manthat comes he: cares not, he loves gaine 


| inandaboueall.jSo a good heart refignes 


up all toa Chrift,and whatfoever is pleafing : 
toa Chrifthe will doe it, and whatfoever. 
comes froma Chirift is welcome: but ifany: 
manbe anenemy againt his Majeftic, and’ 
would doeany violenceagainft him,he can-. 
not endure it, But the hypocrite. receives 
Chriftas the Inne-keeper doth his gueft,- if: 
the world comeitfhall beferved, andifho-. 
nour come itis welcome,if he may havegain 
from themthey are all welcome,and there-: 
foreall is welcome becaufe hee may haue | 
gaine by all, and fo he loves himfelfe in all, | 
and nor-Chritt. | | 
Thirdly, the foule that thus entertaines 
Chrift,and ftudies wholly togive content-: 
ment.to him, he is.marvellous warie.and.- 
watchfullthathe may notfad that good{pi- 
rit of. God, and: grieve him, and caufe him. 
to. goeaway as difpleafed, or totake away. 
thefweerneffeof it forthe prefents the peni-. 
tent feares lefttherebeany thing that may. 
caufe thisbecaufe he entertains him asamat- 
vellous loving friend: and therefore if hee 
fhould doe anything to grieve him,it would 
vexe hinato the heart.Seethis,Cant.3.4:5. 
the Spoufe fought long for her beloved,and. 
at 
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at laft brought him home ; and when fhe had wel- 
comed him, fhe gives charge to all the houfe sot to 
| flirre nor awaken her love till hepleafé. WWhena 
Prince comes into the houte of a great man, what’ 
charge is there givento make no noifein the night, 
left {uch orfucha man bee awakened before his 
time ¢ (And wereit not abafeneffe inus, if wee 
fhould have our hearts more in love with any thing | 
than the fervice of Chrift ¢ ) The foul alfo when it 
hath received the Spirit of the Lord Jefus Chrift 
gives a peremptory charge to keepe watch and 
ward, and gives a charge to hope, and defire, and 
love, and joy,and the minde, and all,not to grieve 
nor moleft the good fpirit ofthe Lords let there bee 
no motion but entertaine it,no advice but receive it, 
and doe nothing that may worke the leaft kinde of | 
diflike. In Gen.19.5,6,7,8.when Lot had received 
the 2 Angels into his houfe, the curfed Sodomites 
came about the houfe to abufe them; but fee how 
Lot pleadeth with thofe bafe wicked people; Z pray 
you, my brethren, doe not fo wickedly : Behold now I 
have two daughters which have not known man,them 
will T bring forthanto you, and doe unto them as fee~ | 
meth good unto you , onely to thefe men doe.nothing, | 
for therefore are they come under the foadow of my | 
roofe. This is kinde and honourable entertainement | 
indeed ; he would rather fuffer himfelfe than they : 
fo aloving heart willdoe with Chriftshe faith, Let 
my foule bee wounded , and my honour lye in the | 
duft, that Gods name may be honoured; let perfe- | 
cution,and fhame, é& difgrace, and any thing come | 


to | 
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to mee, I.am willing to endure all : but I will doe 

nothing againft Jefus Chrift, noragainft the credit 

of the Gofpel,nor fpeake evill of Gods name, no 

nor difhonourthe worke ofhisgrace, whatfoever 

Simile. | befall me. As one that loves.a friend, willaske his. 
fervants what doth your Matter like beftzand what] 
doth hee defire to eat’ becaufe he. would prevent|. 
him with kindneffe, fo. marvellous carefullis he to 
avoid whatfoever may dilpleafehim. So a foule 
truly humbled isnot content unlefs God may have 
his will, and therefore it comes to the faithfull Mi-. 
nifters.of God,and-faith , How may I pleafeGod| 
betterz and how may I come to entertaine the mo. 
tions of his {pitit better? fhew me what duties muft 
be done, and what finnes muft be avoided... You]. 
know Chrifts. will, and what will pleafe him ; I 
befeechnyouadvife me, that I may heare, and pray 
and walke , and approve my heart fo to him, that 
nothing may difpleafehim.; This I take tobeethe| 
maine difference betweene a good heart,and a falfe 
Simile. | bypoctiticallone. For looke what difference there 
~ | is betweena manthat takes aifervant into-his fami: 

ly,and a. Noble-man that receives Prince,fo much: 
difference there is betweena good heart,& afalfe 
hypocriticall heart : Now a man.entertaines a fer- 

| vat into his houfe,to the end he may ferve éapleafe} 
himfelfe, andthat thefervant may give content- 

mentto him , becaufeheeis wife, and able to dif- 

patch his occafions, andlikewife diligent to looke 
throughly to all:and therefore it is that the fervant is 
entertained, not for thefervants fake,but that hee 

| | may 
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may content his mafter. But hethat doth receive a 
Noble-maninto his houfe, he labours to give him 
all the content that may be, he layes by all, and at- 
tends onely upon him: and though hee be a man of 
great ftates and hath many to attend on him, yet all 
the fervants are charged to fee that nothing bee 
wanting to his gueft 5 nay , he will rather difcon- 
tent himfelfrhan him : becaufe he comes out of an 
honorable refpeé to vifite him, therefore he wil re- 
ceive him as befeemes his ftate and perfon. Juft fo | 
itis with a faithfull foule,that receives Chrift inthe 
worth of him, and one that receives him for gaine | 
onely : the one receives Chriftas a fervant into his | 
familysand fo all the whilethat the Gofpel, and the | 
profeffion of it, and the Lord Jefus, may promote 
hiseafe, andhonour, andcredit, then welcome 
Gofpel ; butif his profits, and honour, and credit, 
and the Gofpel cannot agree together , he turnes | 
all out of doores , and of a profeffor hee proves a | 
foatherof Jefus Chrift, becaufe he received him to 
content himfelfe withall : Bue hee that receives | 
‘Chriftinthe worth of him, will not pleafe him- | 
felfe, and his lufts, and his pride, and vaine-glory, | 
but though they that are his neareft friends call | 
him , and fay, they muft have his company and his | 
attendance, yet heé replies, No, hee cannot, the} 
| Tord Jefus Chrift mutt be attended; and when the | 
old haunts of heart, and old lewd courfes that have | 
had inward league with the poore finner’,| 
comeandcrave, and plead for acceptance, heere- | 
_\gards them not ; nay, an humbled foule will rather | 
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4 Triall. 
| lt rejoyceth 
| moft to fee 
1 Chrift honoy- 
red, 


_|neereft man thathe depends upon,andall thatglo- | _ 


4 Fourthly,he that loves any thing in the worth | 


| Sonne, and he might have faid, Iam my fathers | 


fhould fay, Tam more glad that the Crowne fhall } 
~ jbefetuponthy head, than ifit were fecupon mine} 


| happineffe, glory, and the honour ofthe Lord Jefus | 
(38 the greateft_ good that can befall hi m;wherefore | 
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difpleafe all the great metrin the world, ves, : fe a 


ry and pompe,than Jefus Chrift. 


of it, itis his good and happinefle to fee the good 
and happinefle of that thing which he loves: this is | 
an undoubted argument of found affe@ion, that that 
which he loves fhould have.all good, though hee 
mifle it ; If any good befall that thing which hee | 
loves, hee thinkes hiafelfe happy, and had rather 
{ee that honoured than himfelf:thisis truelove, & | 
a marvellous {weet paflage of aloving heart, 

yea,it is the very picture of true love. 1 Sams .2.3.17. 
When Saf had made a cunning fearch for David, 


and he was fled, Jouathaz comesto him,and chears|} 


him, faying, I know that my father fhall not pre-} 
vaile againft thee, but that thou thalt be King over 
Hrael,and I fhall be next thee.. Jonathan was Sauls 


heire, and why.may not [bee his ficceffor in the} 
kingdome ¢ but he loved David,and rejoiced in his 
good , and therefore he faid,. Thou thalebe King 
over Ifrael,and I-fhall bee next unto thee: As if hee 


owne; for my foule is thereby comforted and re= | 
frefhed. So it is with agood heartthat loves Jefus| — 
Chrift, and his grace, and his Gofpel in truth $ the 


he faith, Ifthe Lord may be honoured,though Fam | 
hehe tert sane - difpraced . 
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diferaced I care not; it is enough to me if may ftand 


to behold and feeit,10h.3.26.29. Whenthe Lord 


| groome ; as if he fhould fay, The Lord Chriftis the | 


- | Bride.groome : all my careiwas. toyprepare hearts | 


-|thar the cafe goes well with him, Ihave enough ; 
| letthe Lord have the praifé that is due to him; aad 


|heritance from him,and wasreturned in fafety; fo | 


Chriftbeganto fet forth the frame and glory of 
the Gofpel, and to baptize, the Difciples of Fob 
came to their Mafter, and faid, Rabbi, hethat was, 
with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou bareft wit. 
neffe,behold the fame baptizeth, and all-men come to 
him: they beganto be troubled becaufe the Lord 
Jefus baptized, and the praife went from them : as | 
ifthey had faid, There is one come that carrieth | 
the hearts of all men after him. Now mark what | 
Fobnanlwered, Hethathaththe Bridew the Bride- 


Bride-groome, and I am onely: the friend of the | 


for him; and hath he now gotten thofe hearts ? and | 
hath-he profperities then have Lenough» if I heare | 


Jet me have whatfoever is due to me: 2 \Sar.i tg: 
30.when Mephibofheth had been wrongtully::acs | 
cufedito David, and David had takenaway,theda; | 


that he faw the Kings faceagaine; David began to | 
comfort him, faying, Thon and Siba divide the lands_| 
but marke how he replies, Yea (faith he) /et Aim} 
takeall, for as much as my Lard.the King comea- | 
gainein peace. It matters not for thésinheritance; | 
and for my felfe, and my life I paffe not, fith the} 
King isreturned in peace: it isenoughthat I enjoy | 
thy: prefence,whichis better to methan goods,life, | 

; | Q 3 and | 
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|and liberty. So it is with a kinde loving heart, when: 
| hee is not able toindure to fee Chrifts honour and. 
glory lye inthe duft, but if his praife be advanced, 
) then heis glad; this isa good and loving heart in- 
_| deed which faith, Lord I have enough that Chrift 
_is mine, and that his honour and glory is magnifi- 
ed : Letthe worldtakeall, if I may have Chrift; |. 
‘and fee him praifed and -magnified.. Labour to-| 
| bring thy foule to this pitch: a minifter in his place, 
| and themafter in his place; and every Chriftianin 
| his place 5 let it be all our care, not onely to honour:| 
God our felves.,, but letit be our’ comfort.if God | 
may ,be better honoured by others than by our! 
felves. ‘This is our bafeneffe of fpirit 5 we can bee 
content to lift up Chrift: upon our: fhoulders, that 
we may lift upour felves by it: this too much pre-| 
‘vailes amongftall:men.Butbe content to lye inthe} 
duft,chat the Lotd:may be praifed, though thou be 
| difgraced And though:every:mans heart.goe op 
pofiteagainft thee,yetletthis content thee, ifthe | 
Lord Jefus may thrive and profper’ ; yea ifany of | 
Gods ‘people: thriveandprofper.more than thou, | 
| Tet chat! bethy onelyjoye bascid i | 
ls. Trial, | © Laftly, ‘ivisthe nature of found love to covet a 
More & more | Meere union with the thing that is loved ; and to: 
ie fama havea kinde of impatiency,andto be reftleffe till ic 
ies doe attaine the. greateft\ meafure thereof, This 
flowes diregtly from the natureof love ,: efpecially 
of this loveto Chrift; whois the greateft good:} 
loveis ofa linking and glewing nature, & will carry 
the foule with fome:kind. of ftrength & earneftnefs 
Sue to 
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toinjoy full poffeffion and fellowthip ofthe thing | 
| that is loved ; it cannot haveénough ofit, and it is 
not fatisfied with it upon any occafion. Asit is (in | 


i] 
‘ 


reafon) witha childe, happely when the father en. 5###//¢. 


tertaines himat thetable , hee gives him a little 
{weet-meat,as fome Conferve,or the like, which is | 
fo fweet that hecan taft nothing but that,and his | 


‘minde is ftill uponit, that he may receive more of 


it : the father commends this and that, and praifeth 
athird,and extolsa fourth difh, but yet the childe 
cryes,More of this,becaufe hee felt the fweeteneffe 
of it : Soitis with a foule that truly loves Chrift ; 
when ithath tafted how good the Lordis, and 


pene 


| hath had a good looke from heaven, it covets uni- 


on, not fo much with any thing as with that;riches, | 
honours,profits, feeme as irkfome as may be, in re- 
gard of that,& the foul defires nothing fo much as 
this,and craves more of Chrift,more ofthat mercy, 
| and holineffe,and grace, and love that is in him: let 
| the wicked talke what they will of the world, ifhe 
| havethat he hath enough. P/a/.73.25. when David | _ 
| had been doating upon the world, and the vanities | 
ofit , feewhat hefayth. ; Whom have lin hea- 
|ven but thee, and whom on earth in comparifon 
| ofthee 2 and then fee what followes , heebids a- 
dieuto the world, and fayth inthe laft verfe , ws 
good for me to draw neere unto God: asif he had {aid, 
| Leethe ambitious belly-gods have their pleafure, 
| & drinke, and {will,and goedowne to hell : But 
oh let mee have that mercy», and that good 
which God hath provided for., and will beftow | 
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‘upon thofe that love him.; You fhall obierve ir, 
Joh 40.15 ,065107~ Mary wasamatvellous loving 
|woman,and therefore when Chrift {aidto her,Wo- 
| man why weepeft thou? whom feckejt thous fhe fuppo- 
fing himto bethe Gardiner, faith unto him, Sir, 1f | 
thowhaft borne himrhence,tell me where thou hafplatd 
himye> Iwilltake him away:She would'be content| - 
to have thedead body of her. Saviour ratherthan| — 
none atall. But when the Lord Jefus: had revealed | 
himfelfe to herinthe 16:verle, thee faid, Rabboni:s 
atid when fhe faw.it was he.fhe fiiesupon: him, and 
with marvellous violence embraceth him (for fo 
thetext is'to be conceived) though hee forbad: her 
\to touch him, becaafe hee wasnot yet afcended: 
\faying, Doe Tonce pofleffe thee againes:: 1 will ne- 
ver part with theeany more ;thus fheheldhim by 
the feet, till he checked ‘her, becaule fhee depended | 
too much upon his: outward prefence. Touch mee 
wot (faith the Text).forl am not yet afcended: thou 
fhalt enjoy my’ prefence before I-part with thee; 
but'as yet be riot fo earneft:{o itis exprefled,r Cor. 
|'9.1. This isa lively expreffion of that love and joy 
which many poore foules are pofleffed withall, af 
ter they have waited long formiercie, -and ‘God is 
pleafed to refrefh them therewith: many times] . 
they begiti tolofe their fleepe,;and meat, and begin}. 
to be lightened by it; becaufethey-are’ever holding 
of it,till they almoft overthrow: themfelves with 
it. As it is with parties that have lived long toge- 
ther in'one houfe,whofe affections are linked toge: 
ther inthe way of unartiage, they will ever defire 
es i to 


2 Pie BEY. I ne Dn 
ae eet aa 
cE Ror ae ae 


i= 3 phe were Te 
oe ER APO pte pe See ee 
> oe one ROR ag 
ms 8 Se) Bk ad a 4 


Spirituall Loveand Foy. | 229 


to be talking together, .and ever to be drawing: on| 
{tothe marriage: Soit is with the foule that loves 
the Lord Jefus,& haththis holy affection kindled, 
and his {pirit enlarged therein; when the Lord hath 
\ Jet infome glimpfe of his love,he thinks the houre 
{weet when hee prayeth to the Lord Chrift, and 
| hath a'great deale of {weet conference with his Sa- | 
viour ; hethinks that Lords day marvellous {weet, 
wherein God revealeth, by the power of his holy 
ordinance, any of that rich grace and mercy of his./ 
‘tisadmirable to feehow the heart will be deligh- 
| tedtoreckon the time,and place,and meanes, when 
and wherethe Lord did reveale it: and the foule 
faith, Oh this is good,oh that I mightever be thus 
cheared and refrefheds it cannot:havé’ ‘enough ‘of 
thisifit might have what it would, ‘but, as David 
Pf.84.2,3. faith, My [oul longeth,yea even fainteth 
Jor the Courts of the Lord : my heart and my flefh cry- 
| eth ont for the living God, Yea the {parvow hath 
| found an houfe,and thefwallew a nef? for her felfe , 
where fhe may lay her young, even thine Altars, 0 
Lordof Hofts,my King and my God ; as if hee had 
faid, Goe youbleffed birds, you may build. your 
nefts by the Altarof my God, and come into: his 
houfé ; Lord, am not las goodas birds 2 His heart 
was marvelloufly inflamed with the want of that 
which he loved. Nay, in.-Lwke 2. 29. good-old 
Simeon had his heart foenlarged to-Chriftithat hee 
could have been content to depart this life, fo hee 
might have hisfillof Chrift.. The fpoufe’ that is 
1 contracted, thinkesevery day a yeare till {he sig 
er| : 
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Spirituall Love.and Joy. 
| her beloved. Oh,fayth fhe, would that day were 
| come that I might injoy him, and take full fatisfa- | 
Gion tomy foule in him + foit is witha loving 
foul,that hath been truly humbled and enlightned, | 
| is now contracted to Jefus Chrift, how itlongs af. 
jterhim ! Oh whenwill that day be (faith it)that I 
| thall ever bee with him who is beft ofall ¢ it takes. 
| holdof every word -it heares, every promife 
|that reveales any thing of Chrift ; but. oh5 
| when will that.day beethat I fhalleverbee with 
Chit ¢ Thisis the higheft pitch of Saint Pauds : 
| {peech, Phil.123.For Lamin a firaight betweene | 
| twoshaving adefire to depart and to bee with Chrifh, 
| which beft ofall : asithee had faid, that I may 
| ever be with thatmercy, and gtace,and {pirit that | 
isin Chrift, and be filled with his fulneffe for ever 
| and ever. Foley SUG ep Gees | 
_ . This isthe frame ofthe foule thatisin love with 
| Chrift,yeathisis the trong and-glewing nature of 
love, that it will make a man defire to be with the | 
thing loved, though hee mutt undergoe ‘never fo 
great mifery to obtaine it : as Gen. 37.35. when 
Facobs fonnes brought the party-coloured coat to 
their father, hefayd, Its my fonnes coat, an evill 
beait hath devoured him : and herent his cloaths, 
and put fack-cloth upon his loines., and mourned 
for bis fonne many dayes. And all his fons, and 
all his daughters rofeup to comfort him, but herefu. 
fed to be comforted: and he [aid, For Iwill goe downe\ 
into the eraveunto my foune mourning :he had rather |. 
bein the grave, than notto be with his fon Fofeph, 
ie ot 2 Ifa} 
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| Ifa womans husband be in prifon,itis her wonder- 
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fullgriefe that itis fo, but moft of all that fhe may 
not be with him there;T hus alfo is it with the foule: 
that entirely loves Chrift , it is content to go¢e 
tothe prifon with him, and faith, Let mee bee with 
Chrift though hee bee perfécuted : It is his griefe 
that Chriftis perfecuted , butit is a greater griefe 
that hee may not bee with him in’ perfecution. 
Asthe Spoufe, Cantic. 2.16. My beloved ts mine, 
and I am his;and as the wife faith, Husband, let the 
world doe and fay what they will, thouart mine, 
and Iam thine : Sothe foule faith, mercy is mine, 
and Chrift ismine, if I may have that, [have ¢- 
nough, but without it I cannot be quieted. | 
Secondly , there’is an holy impatience, and 
reftleffenefie of fpirit,when it cannot come to clofe. 
| with Chrift. Oh it is good to expreffe the carneft 
defire ofthe foule to Chrift, though he feeme to’ 
hide his face away , andto forbid the banes of al- 
king. Thus itappeares what it is to love the Lord 
Jefus. rp uiiiaeht ne 
-Ufe 3. Now the pill is fugered,it;will go downe 
the better, therefore now let us cometo the ufe of 
reproofesand this is as a fwift witneffe to accufe,& 
asa Judge to condemne many in the world:this is | 
fufficientto fhake the heart,and to make the hearts | 
of moft that live inthe bofome ofthe Church, to | 
finke at the very fight of their wofullcondition , in 
| whofe heart this bleffed grace of God was never | 
| yetreceived ; Imeane, that never loved the Lord | 
| Jefus ; woeto their foules : yea, this is the greateft 


Reproofe of 
them that love | 
not Chriftin | 
truth, - : 


” 


oa ——— 


that though they doe not Jove}. 
C ey doe not thinke fo ; nay, they. will 
not be perlwaded to it. This is the cunning chat the | 
-| Divell ufeth to deceive poore foules withall , be- 
caule thefe affections are fecret and inward, neither 
difcover themfelves evidently to the heart, fur- 
| ther than praCtife goes; therefore they think others | 
know them not, and here they reft:they lean upona | 
copany of fortith delufions which will faile them 51 
thus they andtheir hopes perifh for ever. Wicked | _ 
men. cannot but confeffe their owne vileneffe, that! 
| their. communications are yaine,and their fall 
{candalous 5 but this is that which falves all, they 
fay, their lives are fo indeed, but they love the 
Lord Jefus withall their hearts. When thefe wret- 
ches have {worne by their Saviour, and have torne 
his facred body in funder with their oathes.and 
blafphemies, yet they love Chrift with their fouls : 
poore deluded finfull men ! : sata 


Now for the better convincing of thefemen,firlt 
let me make it good, that moft men have not this| . 
love of Chrift, and fo lay the inditement Second- 
ly, let meplead thei 
arethat haveit not. | a 

Firft,moft that are in the world,yeathat live in 
the bofome of the Church, have not their hearts 
carried in love to. God, butin.a hatred and delpe- 
rate oppofition to the Lord Jefus: as in Joh. 1..3, 
4. In him was life, andthe life, was the light of the 
world, The Lord Jefus was thelife and light of the | 
promife, and that promife of life was a way to |. 


nditement, and fhew who they 
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lead men on to eternall happineffe ; this light) 
fhineth to the dark world,but they comprehend it. 
not: asitisinverf. 11. Hee came snto bis owne, 
and bis owne received him not. His owne, by reafon 
of their priviledges , and the badge of the ordi- 
nances. ; bis ewne, becaufe they by profeffiontook | 
his name uponthem,as the Churches of the Gen. | 
tiles are Gods owne by the outward , not the in=| 
ward covenant of SanGtification, or inthe aime of 
Election: We take upthe profeffion of his Gofpel; 
+ and yet vie will not take up the Lord Jefus Chriff, | 
that he may makeus Chriftians. His ewne received 
him notsthofethat were baptized, and had received 
the Sacrament. The Lord Jefus comesand knockes} 
at cach mans doore, but few entertainehim :"Nay;| 
I would notoutfpeake the ruth , (for they ate the | 
words of fobriety,and it grieveth meto fpeake it ) 
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The moft men upon earth hate Chrift' more than | 
finne : Thad almoftfaid ic, andyet Thad almoft | 
thought it unficto be fpoken, though they arethe | 
wordsof our Saviour: Wicked men hate the. Lord 
Jefuus more than either finne, orthe Divel himfelfe. 


Good Lord be mercifull tous! what a mifery is| »y 

| this, that ever any man fhould: becreated by him, y 
-and receivemercy from him,and yet love the Divel K 
andfinnemorethanhim.. © 20 uy > 

. But fome will fay,as Hazael did to the Prophet, y 


2 King. 3.12. Doe you:thinke weare fuchdogges, 
that having received fuch mercy fromthe Lord Je- 
| fus,we fhould doe for Yes:for fo faith Elifbato him, 
1 know the evill that thon wilt doe sotbe children of 

Bate Ifrael: 


all Love and Foy. | 
Ifrael : their flrong holds wilt thoufet on fire, and 


Spirit 


their young men wilt thow flay with the (word 5 and | 


‘| wilt dafhtheir children, andrip up their women with | 


_And the feve: 
lrall forts of 5 
; them, 


child. So, fay, and the Spirit knowes itis fo in the 
hearts of moft men this day. You knowit not, you 
thinke itnot ; but your hearts! are more vile than | 
you can imagine. Wee know the greateft evill ofall 
is finne, for the Divell himfelfeis notto be loathed 
butfor finne, and for it onely': This is the cop: 
demnation (faith our ‘Saviour in john 3.19.) that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkneffe 
rather than light, becaufe their deeds wereevill, That 
men loved darkneffe more than light, and more | 
than Chrift, nay, more than mercy and grace that | 
wastendered,the cafeiscleare;it was fo,and is fo, & 


will befo.: Tay itis moft certaine, that they love 


their lufts and corruptions: more then Chrift, and 


| the temptations and delufions of Satan, more thah 


the good motions of the Spirit. Now we have: laid 
the indi&tment,, therefore in the fecond place let Us 
2% Secondly, whoarethey that hate Chrifts We 
muft name the men;therfore we refer them to three | 
rankes :Firft,all open enemiesto Chrift: Second] 7 | 


| allglozing Neuters of the world : T hirdly,all faw- | 


ning hypocrites. off 


ote Firtt,: the open enemies of Chrift and they 
are many, {uch as Saint Steves fpake of U4i7.5'7, 
laying, Yee fliffe-necked and uncircumei(edin hears, 
and cares, ye doe alwaies refit the holy Ghof, as your | 
fathers did, fodoe yee. They that fer'theit moiithes | 
bo Aban _againft 
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againft heaven, and ftand inopen defiance againft}) 
the Lord Jefus,and the power of hisgrace, may be 
referred totwo heads : Firft,thofe whom our Sa- 
| viour mentions, Afat.21.34. {peaking of the Vine- 
yard : When the time of the fruit dremncere, he: (ent 

his fervantsto the husbandmen 5 that they might re 
ceive the fruits of it. And the husbandmen tooke his 
fervants and beat one, and killed another, and [toned 
‘another. But laff of all, be fent unto them his fon, fay- 
| ing, They will reverence my founes But whenthe huf- 
bandmen {aw the fonne, they {aid among themfelves, 
This isthe heire, come, let ss kill bim.: This is anin- 
timation of the Scribes and Pharifees. The Church 
was the vineyard; the fervants fentiout. were'the 

Minifters and: Prophets:, and the Sonne is‘ Chrift | 
Jefus : now when Chrift came, they faid with one} 
confent and voice, Thisis the heire, come, let ws kill 
hiss. Doe you thinke that thefekind of menare all 
dead that have fuch a kind: of {pirit ¢° Surely,. no, 
thereare many Leaders of the Divelscamp, afwell 
Minifters as others. But if youaske me what enter- 
‘tainement their lufts have ; [fay they have all the 
‘welcome that canbe:occafions come not, ° corrup-” 
tions,withintheir hearts. ftirrenot, and the Divels 
temptations allure not fo foone, but thefe miferable 
finfull wretches give all the kinde -welcome that 
can be untothem :.nay, they invite their villanies, 
they provide for them,’yea, and fecke for all occa- 


twilight, and thecoveteous man hismoney, their 
mindes are ever puffing and their affections labou- 
| ring 


fions that they may finne »the Adulterer loves the} 


Open enemies | 
of Chrift two 
forts. 
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| is;theytake up armes,  ftriving to pur out the light | | 


j the eruth , and labouring that it may not rule their 


| sor havemeruleover there 5 and flay them before my 


Spirituall Love and Foy. 


ting to. contrive all occafions that ‘may piveall pot: 
fiblecontentment to their vile corruptions: and it is | 
no marvell though they have fo long continued in. 
‘their fins feeing they give {uch good entertainment | 
tothem. But if youaske meehow they entertaine |- 
Chrift, let me thew it by two things s you fhalll fee 
| them up in armes;; and at\deadly ‘hate with him : 
For firft, they oppofe the word of God’: the mini- 
{try of the word isthe miniftery of the truth Zit 
would:opentheé eyes, \and ‘come home tothe con: | 
{cience,. and take away their finnes, but they con- 
temneit;and marke uponthis what an. uproare there 


that would thew them their finnes , beating backe 


lives : They are fuchas our Saviour {peaks Of, Luk. | 
19.27. Bring hither thofe mine enemies, that would | 


face... They oppofe themfelves: againft that ‘truth 
that would plucke the cup from the Drunkarde 
mouth, and the whore from the A dulterers armes: 
their hearts fwell for anger,and they {corne to bee | 
under the power thereof. Nay, they not onely with: | 
draw themfelves from yeelding obedienceio the | 
| bplinefi of the word, butthey will not fo much | 
| a8 acknowledge the truthofit , which the Divels 

| themfelves did, 47.16. 16,17. when Paul and si- 
| 44s were preaching the wordoftruth, the Divels| 
fayd, Theft men arethe fervants of the moft hich God, | 
| which fhew unto us the way of falvation. The Divels 
could doe all this, yet taefe men willneitherbe in. 


_ formed! 


«ties 
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formed norconvinced, that the dutiesthat God 
commands, are, Tobe holy’as he's holy, and pure 
as hee ispure, and not only to make confcience of 
outward abominations, but of inward corruptions : | 
But they flye out,and fay, I willnever beleeve ic, | 
and,1 will not be of that opinion. The Divels could 
fay, Thefe are the fervants of the living God, and, | 
this isthe way of life, and,thefe are the fervices | 
commanded. Lord be mercifull to us, what hearts j 
havethefe men, that goe not fo farre as the Divels | 
themfelves! Secondly, fee how they behave them- | 
felves whenthey come into the prefence of Jefiss | 
Chrift; ifthe Lord comes amongft them by the | 
prefence of his children, their hearts are defperately | 
| carriedagainft all the appearance of grace in them; 
| now they thot hate psore Chriftians for their | 
| grace which they have received from Chrift, hate | 
| Chrift.and holinefle more: That which haveto | 
- | fay tothefe men, is this ;thatthey would not fuffer | 
'| themfelvesto be fo deluded; but would goe home, 
& reafon with themfelves.in this manner, and fay | 
|.the truth is, I have heretofore deceived my felfe, | 
and might have beene damned, had not the Lord | 
beene mercifull tome’: I pretended to:hate them | 
for their diffembling, but it was for their grace and | 
holineffe. Ifany man hates the picture of aman, | 
| furely-he hates the man himfelfe much more ; fo | 
ifthey hate the fhew of holinefe , much.more doe | 
they hatethe powerand vertue of it. Doe I love 
the beames of the Sunne ¢ then Ilovethe Sunne | 
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God hath brought himhome, then I hate Jefus| 
Chrift, and his grace much more: if T hate the lan- | 
— Ithorne forthe lights fake,then I hate the light much} — 
-{more. A poore Saint hath alittleruth candle of} 
holineffeand purity, of grace and meckeneffe, and 
hecarries thisbeforea company of bafe drunkards, 
{and filthy adulterers, that the countrey cries fhame| 
of;, now ifthefe hate the man that beares thelight, 
will they not much more the lightitfelfe ¢ Againe, 
lof this ranke of open oppofers, are all fimpleand 
| ignorant creatures, that know nothing of grace nor |. 
holineffe ;, who though they can fay nothing ei- 
ither againftthe truth , or the people of God, yet 
| chey will, commend whatthe, wicked commends, 
& joyn fide with them:they not only approve what. 
thefe doe, but th their hearts and hands are the very. 
fame: The Scribesand Pharifees fent to take Chrift, 
andthe peoplecriedt, Cracifie hin , Crucifiehim: 
they did it not, yetthey gave their voices;& there- 
fore the Apoftle, Peter faith, Ye are they shat have 
| crucified the Lord of life... By thisyou know what 
' will become of your husbands ,.. wives,and friends. 
| Mat. 23.29. your forefathers flew the Prophets, 
| and the Scribes and Pharifees builded their Sepul- 
chers, that is, approved of what they did | And as 
| itis ina Campe, fome are Captaines, and Leaders, 
‘and Commanders, and fome attend upon the car- | 
riage ; now thoughiall bee not Captaines and Lea- | _ 
‘ders, yet allareofthe fame Campe: fo there are 
-fome Leaders and Commanders, and groffe perfe- 
| cuters. of Chrift, whichthe people of God nob 
ss ard. 
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_ hard'meafurefrom s but the poore carnall Gofpel- | 
lers,they follow after; they are’ but the: taile of the 
Divels army,yet they ate of it; they are all young 
Divels, onely their teeth are not fo fharpe, nor, 
their clawes {0 long as others ; they have not Jear- | 
| Li that skill, to miake a prey of a poore Chri-| 
ftian.: © | Hise woe, een 
2. The fecond rank are the glozing Neuters of | ore pee? ‘ 
theworld; thefe alfo love their finnes more than and fhamed. | 
Chrift, nay they love not him at all in truth; thefe ) 
aré they that halt between two opinions, your faire | 
fooles, that would harmeno man;fo no man would | 
harmethem: the higheft pitch that thefercome to, | 
isthis,that they may get refpect and credit among’ 
thebeft,and they fay, He that meddles leaft is hap- | 
pieft: thefe are pretty good civill neighbours, and | 
Will fometimes doea man a good turne, provided | 
that they may no hurt themfelves : they will be of} 
all ftraines ; if awretched man come, they will bee 
like him, and now and then ftrew forth faith and | 
éroth: they will not reprove others, becaule they | 
thall not cenfure them. And,as they will gloze with 
them, fo fometimes they will invite-a Minifter to] 
their houfe, and now and thenget him to preach, | 
- land fometimes ftraine hard fora littlegood confe- | 
rence ; butabove all, thofe Minifters pleafe them 
beft,that will'not meddle with any perfonal finnes. 
If the Minifter will bee onely generall, they com- 
mend him highly, and fay, Oh he isa very wile 
difcreet man,.and knowes how to catty himfelfe; 
yes, and lie knowes not how to meddle with them, 
bh R 2. you| 
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| you muft marke that: andif he will preach Doétri- 
| nall things,and take five or fixe Doétrines in a Ser- 
| mon, oh thenhe isa judicious man, and takes the 
_| very creame of the Scriptures; but if hee cometo 
| difcover-their bafenefle, and to meddle with their 
cortuptions,Oh then they fall to reading that they 
may not heare,and wifh that the man would keepe 
-| him to his text. Thefe men doe as it were intrench 
upon thearticles of agreement between the Lord 
Jefus. Chrift and the Gofpel ; they covenant. that 
| they willnot trouble nor perlecute the Gofpel, and | 
they would not have the Gofpell to trouble them. 
And ifthe Minifter cometo touch upon any. par- 
ticular finnes3 ‘and:labours to bring them a ftep | 
higher,Oh thea they are weary, and think a mean 
between both isbeft; they account zeale in a good 
courfe like the hot fit of a feaver, very dangerous, 
andthereforethey,like beft of a cold luke-warme 
temper in their profeffion, for thofe fpirits are ad- 
mirable wholfome,They.eat outthe power of Re- 
ligion in this maner,,and they ove. not the Lord 
Chrift::Thefe men do with profeffion as the Neu: 
trall cities. doe. in other; countries, they: will-.not 
| joyne with the one fide nor,with the other, but doe 
any thing that-they may not be controlled: yet if 
the ftronger fide begin totake up, Armes againft 
them, andi labour to, bring them. .in ‘fubje@ion ; 
they then‘will fide for their advantage: ‘This isthe 
true picture: of! formall Neutralifts, in a Chriftian 
courfe,they wil faften themfelves to the world, that 
the world may not diftaft chem; and hose 
: : ide, 
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- {before Lam called to it. But I fay thou art called; the | 
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fide, that they may not diftru(t them. He will pray | 
inhis family, onely that hee may couzen in his} 
fhop. Hee that is a formall Neutralift, will have 
two or three good fervants to entertaine fuch as are 
good; buthe will have a knave anda drunkard alfo, 
to clofe with fuch as are bad; and thus hee playes 
with both hands: But if the powerfull preaching 
of the Word come to clofe with him, and fay |* 
hee muft leave all his bafe ends and aimes, and 
lay downe hinifelfe and his bafe courles, Oh 
then hee turnes againftthe Gofpel, and hee is 
not able to ftoope to it, norto be framed by it. I 
Thefe men deale with Chrift as. men that enter- 
taina neighbour liberally,tothis end, that he will 
look to his owne grounds onely, and notintrench 
upon his ; for to have hima Land-lord or Com- 
mander over him, andto bee in dependance upon 
him,this he cannot beare: But the Saints of God 
doethe fecond, they entertaine Chriftas.a Land- | 
lord,but the other onely as aneighbour. Let thefe 
men know,that all thofe that are not with Chnift, | 
areagainft him : thongha man ftand full and doe 
nothing, and love not warre, becaufe he would bee 
in peace,let him (I fay) know. that all the edne. 
that isdone by others, if he be not a helper againft 
it,the Lord will require it at his hands, as if he had 
done it himfelf,as in that place,Curfe ye Merofh,be- | Judg 5.23, 
caufe fhe came not to the helpe of the Lord againft the 
mightie : asifa man.did fay, Iam loath to meddle | 


Gofpel was perfecuted, and thou wouldft not ftir ; | 
R 3 there- | 
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~ therefore the Lord will deale with thee as he did| 
with that luke-warme Church inthe Revelation, | 
~\the Lord will fpue thee out ofhismouth : luke. 
warmmneffe is loathfome to the ftomacke; therefore 
| appeare in your colours whatyou are, that youmay| 
be knowne either a Saint ora Divell ; lukewarme 
water goes againft the ftomacke, and the Lord ab: 
hors fuch lukewarme tame fooles. ; 
3. The third ranke of thofe that love not Chrift, | 
are the fawning hypocrites, that will fawne upon | 
the Lord Jefus, that make admirable faire wea- 
ther,and profefle marvellous affectionate love unto. 
him ; and will fpeake fora good caufe and hazzard 
himfelfe in it,and when all is done, he is an inward | 
hater of Chrift. Ofthis fort Itake Saul tobee, | 
1 Sam. 15.13.the Lord gavea commandement to | 
goe and kil all the C4malckites; who, when he {aw} 
Samuel comming toward him , faith, Ble/fed bee 
thou of the Lord (heremarke the tricke of an hypo- 
crite) Ihave performed the commandement of the 
Lord, andtherefore blefled be God that’ {ee thee, 
that I may give up my account unto thee: But, faith 
he, What meaneth then thw bleating of the focepe in 
mine cares and the lowing of the oxen which 1 heare ? 
‘Ineed not fpeake,, forthe bleatings of the theepe 
fhew that Salis an hypocrite. Thefe men may be 
difcovered by thefe two paflages:T hey doe not de- 
fire to give contentment to Jefus Chrift, butto 
themfelvessand withall,they lift up theirown glory 
| Foure fortsof| with Chrift. | Of this ranke there are foure forts ; 
| hypocrites | "The wrangling hypocrite, The whining hypocrite, 
aaa | The 
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| The vaine- glorious hypocrite, The preflimptnous. 
\hypocrite. Oe ae Sat : 
“The firft fort is the wrangling hypocrite: 1 
know many men that will profeile they are at your 
command, to ferve you, and to doc what they fhall 
be commanded, and, they fhall thinke themfelvés 
happy to beimployed by you, and yet in conclufi~ 
on they intend no fuch matter. They defire tolive 
no longer, & to do nothing but that which may pro- 
| mote the honour of the Lord Jefus, and ifthey did 
not think to honour him by this or that, they would 
not doc it : butifitcometothis, that aman muft 
leave his profits, orlivings, or honours for Chrift, 
he will not fay expreffely he will not doit,and that 
hee will not part with his honours. and profits for 
Chrift’, but yet he will ftandto quarrel, and fay, 
It is not fit to doe it, and, there is no command for 
it. Itis admirable to fee and to conceive the vilenefs 
and bafeneffe that is in the fpirits of thefe men; 
for when the duty is revealed and enjoyned , they 
will fearch far and neer to make it no duty,they will 
rakethe Divels skull, and invent fome new fhifts to | 
prove that it is not needfull to be done, that fothey | 
may avoid the doing ofit-as it is amongtt fome that 
| follow the fathions of the times , though they pre- | 
tend to doe things comely, and to keep clofe tothe 
Word, yetif a new fafhion come up, though never 
foabfurd, they will forget their promife and plead 
for it, not queftioning what islawfull, but what 
moft pleafes their humour. But obferve this in thy 


owne foule, do not thinke to quarrel with thy felfe 
R 4 _ about 
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,about duties which the Lord requires at thy hands: 
.| But art thou in good earneft content that the Word |. 
| fhould be trueas God would have it, and to have 

| that accounted naught which God faith is naught ¢ 

Itis certaine many will fay it for (hame,but they 
have an inward league between them and fome fin, 
they will not havethat lawfull chatthey may not 
doe, and they will not have thatto be finne which 
God faith is finne, that they may conimit it with 
quiet, cafe, andliberty, ftriving more to content | 
their owne hearts, andthe fafhion, then Chrift. 
‘They muft content their liberty , they will not be 
| imprifoned, and therefore will give full content to 
a {pirit that defires freedome. Thefe never had this 
fire of love to Chrift kindled in their hearts, 
Now before Icome to the next, give me leave to | 
unmaske this hypocrite, and to dogge him to his | 
owne doore : and forthisend, Firft, I willfhew| _ 
what this pretence of love to Chrift is : Secondly, | 
I will thew. the prankes that hee hath to cover | 
{his hypocrifie. withall.; and when both thefe 
| are opened , it willappeare. that he onely intends | 
to wrangle,and that he hath not this true love of | 
Jefus Chrift.For firft,he wil joyne fide with Chrift 
in the generall, & in thecommonsnay when it ces 
to the particular cafe,wherin his heart withdrawes, 
| yet therein alfo he wil vow openly, that he doth no- 

‘thing but. what his: confcience tels him is fit to be’ 

| done, and that which his judgementis fully fatisfied 

‘in. Alas poore confcience ! he hath couzened thee 

before,or elfe curbed and charmed thee by faying,I 
ys am, 
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am refolved that it isnot {0,8 therefore confcience 
you mutt be of my fide; yet conicience replies, You 
fhould not dothis or that;let the Lord have the glo- 
ry, and take youthe fhame, that all may be warned 
for ever. T hus it was with the old Prophet,1 X7.13. 
_18,when he came to couzen the young Prophet,he 
faid,I am a Prophet allo asthowart,cy an Angel [pake 
' unto me bythe word of the Lord, faying bring him back 
| with thee into thine boufe. Aad thus it is with this 
wretched hypocrite in his pretence. of love unto 


Chrift, itis cleare in his confcience,he dares not do | 


any thing againft the Lard Jefus, and in his judge- 
ment and in his confcience hethinkes fo, and fohee 
hath peace at home:but let him goe with his peace. 
Again,he will talke marvelloafly of Gods honour, 


| and of the promoting of the Gofpel, & the publike 


affaires, and they are of great force to make him do 
any thing : and this is ever in his mouth, that the ge- 
nerall good may go¢ on; and, if good may be done 
tothe Church, thats all he cares for. The bottome 
of the bufineffe is this, there is a good living that he 
mutt keepe,and a private good that he aimes at 5 hee 
| pretends a generall good, but he aimes at his owne 


_contentmentto his honours, and eafe , and credit, 
| but ‘hee gives no contentmenttothe Lord Jelus. 

In1 Sam.15.21-Saul comes to meete Samuel, and 
ayes, oP have performed the commandement, of the 
| Lord,Hati thou 2» No,God bad thee kill the Ama: 
lekites,and thou haft not done it ;Oh, faith he,| 74e 
| people [pared the best of the focepe, and of the oxen, to 


| facrifice 


good s| Wretch that he is, he labours onely to give |, 


ene 


: 


a 


| very lovingly , pretends great kindneffes, tillat 
laft he fodeludes him, that he thinkes he dothhim 
a great favour notto doe the thing which hee askes 
at his hands:fo the hypocrite thinkes with himfelf, 


good the people of God may have from him; but 
that is notthe ching hee lookes after, hee would 
make God and Chrift believe he doth them a cour. 


the Lord Jefus is wifer than to be thus couzened by 
a wretch,and therefore Samuel faith verfi22. obe- 


good may Gods people have by this¢and what glo- 
ry may cometo God ¢ &c. the Lord Jefus will fay 
to all{uch, Nono, have I fomuch delightin facri- 
| fice¢cannot I promote my glory without your lie? 
mr lies and your fins,and go downto hel to- 
- | gethery | 

es ‘Secondly, obferve the prankes whereby he dif- 
Dilcoveries of | covers himielfe to haveno love to the Lord Jefus ; 

Chrift. wae and they are three. | | 
I. | Firft, themaineguife ofthe fpiritisthis, Inthe 
ji ites multiplicities 
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srificeunto the Lord thy God + hewould pretend 
to do God a courtefie; He doth not pretend his own| 
good andbenefit, but the publike good, the wor: | 
| thip and fervice of God ; and therefore he faith,4. 
They have faved them for to facrificeto the Lord ; | 
and in the meane time hee wrongs God , and neg. | 
| lets his fervice.. As fome great Courtier | will | 
doe witha plaine Countrey-man,: hee nfeth him | 


what great honour God may receive, and what 


tefie, not to doe the duty they require ofhim.: But | 


_| dence ss better than facrifice, and to hearken then the| 
_ | fatoframs : fowhenawretch faith, What great 
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multiplicities of opinions -he will be fure to joyne 
{with that fide that may make for his owne ends, 
though heknow not the men that hold it:he faith, 
many men many mindes, therefore] thinkeas fuch 
and {uch thinke;his meaning is this,he is refolved to 
doe that which he thinkes may be moft beneficial! 
to him, & thereforeit is enough that any man doth 
as hee would have him , becaufe he would doe fo, 

though he had no ground for it. 

Secondly, he will be loath tobe ftudioufly care- 2. 
fullin the diligent fearch after thofe things which 
| he makes doubt of; and though he will not fay fo, 
yet marke what Ifay, many inthe anguith of con- 
{cience have confett fomuch. Ashe is loath to in- 
uire himfelfe, to know thofetruths ; fo heeis un- 
willing to come intothe fociety of fuch,and to‘con- 
tinue with thofe that he knowesto be ofa contrary 
opinion to himfelfe;that will force him to afadand 
ferious confideration of his wayes : and hee thinkes 
thus with hinifelfe, If I be there they will be every 
man upon my crowne, forthey arc ever in hand 
with fuch and fuch things; fo that while he isthere 
he ftands' upon thornes, and faith , Whatifthey 
fhould talk of thisor that? Thus it was with 44ab, 
the wretched fottith king was not willing to heare 
cMichaiah fpeake, for hee knew what hee would 
fay ; for when Fehofaphat faid , Is there not here a 
Prophet of the Lord befides, that we might enquire of 
him @ Yes, faith he,there is one M ichatah,but I hate 
him, for be never prophecies good tome, 1 King.22. 

7,8. Thus the young man, Matth, 19. when hee 


_- vheard 
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heard that which was contrary to him,went away 
forrowfull ; whereas agood heart would’ have} _ 
| comeforrowfull , and faid, Ibleffethe Lord for. _ 
| this mercy that I may live toheare ofthe hypo. 
crifie of my heart’: Lord I defire .a better oppor- 
tunity to heare moreof this matter, my heartis 
| worfe than I imagined. This hypocrite cannot 
endure to heare of that eare:and ifhebe inthe com-. 
| pany, he is weary of the {peech, and faith; Thereis 
better communication, and more ufefull than this ; 
butthe reafonis , he would not betroubledinhis } 
| Thirdly , theguife ofthis wrangling hypocrite | 
| lyes here, that ifhe be forced toa ferious confide- | 
ration of his way and opinion, then he willenter | 
upon the worke, butitis very tediouflyshe will pre-- 
tend a faire hearing, and confult on both fides,but 
when he comes home, he mikesa fecret confpira- 
cy againft the Lord Jefus: Isit not fo con{ciencez & 
| hefaith, Lam thus refolved; thatthatistrae which. 
I wouldhave: cither itis fo, or elfeI will make 
itfo,therefore let us agree upon it, confcience.. In 
Aét.2 3.15. fee what thofe wicked people faid, Yee 
with the Councell fignifie unto the chiefe Captain that 
he bring him down unto you tomorrow , as though yee 
would enquire fome thing more perfectly concerning | 
| Aimy weor ever he come neere,are ready tokil him: 
Here they pretended a faire equall hearing,and yet | 
they intended another matter.Such acourfethis hy- 
| pocrite takes up againft the truth of Chrift ; he will | 
talke and inquire of this & the other,asif he would 
know 


know more of Gods will ; and read this and that | 
book,& enquire of this Minifterand that Chriftian, | 
but he is relolved never to be perfwaded nor con- 


vinced of the truth of it: Thus they break the neck | 


of thetruth jand {hall break theirown necks in hell 


‘too. Inudds 4.16. there is agreat worke done; 


that cannot be denied , but let us take heede that it 
goe no further. Itis with thefe hypocrites,as it was 
with the Scribes and Pharifees, who, though the 


glory ofthe truth fhone upon them, yet would they 


{top it, and, that it mightget no hold upon them, 
knocke off the fingers of it. It is admurable to ob- 
ferve this hypocrites guife, ifthere bee any man 
that will but fay: any thing that may tend to his 
way, he applaudsthat man, and delights much in 
him, and, though hee know no reafon for it in his 
con{cience , yet hecontents and fatisfies himfelfe: 
but if there be never fo good arguments to the con- 
trary, never {o many reafons that cannot be gaine- 


fayd, yet he isnot fatisfied, neither can hebe per- | 


{waded by all thefe arguments ; The reafonis, he 
is refolved todoe whatfoever hee hath purpofed 
for his honour and fafery;and therefore it muft bee 
lawfull that hee may. doe-that which hee hath pur- 
pofed:: Let there bee but.fome frothy Minifter, 
ot fome foolifh-man or woman, that will com- 


mend fafhionableneffe , the fathion-monger will |, 


hugeehim imhisarmes, and fay ; Hee fpake mar- 


|vellous wifely tothe point, and yery judicioufly, 


though he had not oneargument ; & whatfoeveris 
fpoken to the contrary, he will not believe it: but 
the 


| He chat wran- 
igles againit 
truth, never 
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the Scripture hath ro fuch thing; for whcerearé 


“Well, it isfufficient that heis fafhionable to the 
world + theiffue isthis , hee iscontented.to give 
himfelfe honour; and eafe,ana liberty, butihee will 
not content the Lord: Jefus CAriftsand therefore I 
fay he never had this loveof God,» nor this faving. 
erace in his heart. Rom, 2.8. But unto them that are 
contentious , and doe not obey the truth, bat obey una\ 
righteouf(neffe ; not thofe that are contentious with | 
theirneighbours , but againft Gods truth : What | . 
ofthem ¢ why, tothem hall be sadignationand 
wrath. Such werethey 1 Tim. 6.4. Hee w proud, 
knowing nothing. When a man-Should comeand | 
joyne fide with the word of truth, heeis: puft up 
in his vaine minde, and hath no found worke of 
erace in hisheart : Idoenot fay that hee whichis 
ignorant in any truth of Chrift, but hee that thus | 
wrangles with any truth of Chrift., thatmancan. | 
not have any found evidence of Gods loye in this 

bleffed worke of grace : and this I prove thus.. 
Firft , hee that will havethis evidence of Gods 
love,muft. entertaine the truth aright, thatis,in the 
loveof it,not for his own private ends 8 aimes,not 
becaufe it is profitable or honourable, but becaufe it 
is truesand hethat entertaines one truth in the love 
of it,will entertaine every truth fo far as it is revea- 
led : but this hypocrite doth not entertaia the truth 

in the love ofit,and therefore hee cannot haveany 
found evidence of Godslove. _ ae. | 
Secondly, never any man had,as yét,this wane 
“iQ 


thofe words of yellow ftarch, bands, and the like ¢ | _ 


™ 
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joftrue grace, that isnot yet come from under the 
| power of finneand Satan: for no man is come from 
| underthe poweroffinne , orthe dominion of Sa- 


gainft thetruth ; but this man doth joyne fide with: 
| finne and Satan againft the truth of God, and ther: 
| fore was never come from under the power of fin, 


| and fo confequently never had this worke of grace. | 


| Lcompare this wrangling wretch to the Merchant, 
| that will trade with other Princes, but not fubmitto 
them as King: fo this man will trade with the Gof- 
pel,but not fubject himfelfe unto itsand therfore he 


is but a hangby and a retainer,and one that makes a | 
booty ofthe Gofpel. Thus much of the wrangling | 


hypocrite. 3 | 
| The fecond fort isthe whining hypocrite, who | 
will continue daily to abufe the Gofpel , and to| 
grieve the Lord Chrift, and be thinkesto make up| 
his wrongs,by laying open his forrow that he hath | 
done fo, and thus he thinkes tobe friends with him | 
againe. Asitis with fome fervant,whom the Ma- | 
fter will neither let goe,, nor yetufe 2s afervant : 
foit is withthefe whining hypocrites 5 they have; 
ereat need ofthe powerofthe Gofpel , and yet | 
they arenot willing to bee underthe power ofit 5 | 
however they keepe it in; and fawningly flat- | 
ter it, and ifthey come and fay, they are forry for | 
‘| thisand that,then all {hall be well,and they entreat | 
the Lord not to takeit ill at their hands, they wil]| 
mend it, &c. fothat in truth they love not the| 
power ofthe Gofpel, but onely to make gaine of it 


jtan, that will joyne fide with finne and Satan a-| 


255. 


Simile. tothemfelves. As it is with fome whining debtor,| _ 
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that partly out of covetoufnefle would not, and} 
partly through indigencie cannot pay:, hee will 
come and complaine of: his hard peny-worth, and 
defire fome ref{pite,not chat he may give content to. 
the Creditor, but to himfelfe: So it is with this 
whining hypocrite, hee will ever bee complaining, | 
but never amending. I {peake not againft forrow | 
and complainiag,as though they fhould be altoge- | 
ther quit of the body of death, andof diftempers, 
and of their-curfed lufts-and. corruptions; (for ifa | 
man love Jefus Chriftas much as ever any mertall} 
man did,yet he fhall never be quit of this body of 
death folong as hee is here) ‘but I {peake againft 
thofe that are ftill complaining and vexing «them- | 
{elves inthe outward appearance, who have teares 
at command, becaufe of fome violent paffion,or for 
fome difcredit to the Gofpel, or fome difgrace to 
themfelves,and yet ftand juft at the fame ftay. Oh} 
varlets,that conteffe their fin to Chrift, and yet for- 
. | fake it.not,that they may love him ! that thus they 
| may fawne upon Chrift, making their forrowes a 
| plea for their fin,and think tocry and whineit out, | 
and yet returne to their old courfes againe ! Thus 
it was with Ahab,1 King.21.15 whokilled Na. 
| | beth fox the vineyard, and inthe 27 verfe, hearing 
| Eliah denounce fuch heavie threatnings: againft 
him, & knowing himflelfeto be guilry of thatfin,he 
fafted,and prayed,and rent his clothes, yea prayed |. 
If print,asthe proverbeis, bur yet hee returnes to 
his old byas again, for in the next chapter he hated 
ia Michaiah 
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| catichaiah fill. This is but the bathing of a mans 


| fins, not the drowning of then) : he thinks topleafe: 


Chrift,and to keepe Chrift with him, becaufe hee 
| cannot be without him; and though he finne againft 
himyyet hethinkes to makeall whole with com- 
\ plaining.: This istoo ordinary in the world: ‘The 
rebellious hearted finher,that is crofle and peevith, 
and froward,he will bea profeflorin a high ftrain, 
and pretend great love to the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and complaine of his froward heart, but yet he falls 
| into paffion upon every occafion, and heeto, by his 
complaints,thinkes to make all whole againe. This 
isbafe falfe hypocriticall love, and not the love of 


the Father,chat willienable a man to give content} 


in thofe things that he may eafily doe. I: can hire 
-. | thefe men from their paffion for money, and {care 
them from it by the Magiftrates; And flallareward 
hire thee, or a Magiftrate {care thee, and fhall the 
Lord Jefus have no power over thee to caufe thee 
| todoeite Goethy way, thy heart is naught: if 
thy love were found, it would worke more thanall 
this:comes to ; that is notloveatall, that is not a- 


bleto doe fo muchas this for Jefus Chrift: the like | ° 


| Imay fay of the untoward doggednefle of fome 
husbands and mafters; itis their life to fret and 
talke like mad-men ; and thus the cunning chapman 
will cheat youto day,and whine 'to morrow, and 
| heethinkes this pleafeth the Lord Jefus very well. 
Shee is. not accounted a loving wife, butan adulte- 
reffe, that when fhee hath played the harlot , will 
come and whine to her husband,/and yet goe to it 
* 9 Us eee S apaine ; 
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"Jagaine; no, if fhee had atrue heart to her husband, | 
andfought for peace, the would not have returned | 
leg her vilecourfes againe: So itis with the foule, it} 

bis adulterous and bafe love,and notthe love of the} — 
‘Spoufe of Chrift, to confefle and bewaile finne, | 
and'yet tocommit it. That forrow which loofens| 
the heart from finne, and makes it come neerer to} — 
God, and foto berid of corruption; that forrow, I| 
fay, gives content to Chrift; but that forrow | 
which indeed doth incourage a man, and rather | 
give way to the commiffion of finne, than loofen} 
the heart fromit, gives no content to the Lord Je- } 
fus, butto thy felfe; and ftands not with the alle. | 
 geance of him,but of fin: but yet if thou canft fay 
fo,and forrow fo,as to be loofened from thy finne, 
then thon ‘contenteft the Lord Jefus; but if thou 
thinkeft thou haft a warrant, or a privie feale fori — 

thy finful practices, becaufe thou haft forrowed, this 
argues little loveto Jefus Chrift. lauish banat’ 
| objec. But fome will fay,May not 4 man make 

his moane,and exprefle his griefe for finnee ~ 

" Anfw. Lanfwer, Yes, itis fitting and neceffary 5 

yet confider thefe two rules. 08 GR 
| x. Firft, make it not an ordinary table-talke , for 
| that fmells too groflely of falfe hypocrifie : as ifa 
| man did fay, Now I hope every man will take no- 
| tice how I mourne for fin; but rather if thy heart 
| be full, and furcharged with griefe,inquire what is | 
| the danger of fuch and fuch corruptions, and the 
caufe of them ,and how thou mayft get power a- 
gainftthem,but keepe thy forrow in fecret. | 
= : 2.0r 


| Expreffion 0 
| forrow for fin, 
j limited. 
Je 
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mourne for his many failings ; but the Lord Jefus, 
| whohethinkes is at hiscommand , mutt doe all, 
and thus he furfets on hisfinnes ftill. This is the 
| root ofthe doctrine of the Familifts, that curfed,. 
hellifh, & unconceiveable bafeneffe that is in them. 
Thave heard of many_of them, that after long pro- 
feffionand much zealeand exactneffe.in a Chrifti- 

an courfe, have fallenunto this ftraine, and come | 
tojuft nothing. A poore finfull deluded Sot thou} 
ait,thoupoore creatures doft thou. entertaine the 
Lord Chrift.as.a’‘Commander, when thon wilt 
not have him fo muchas to.difpofe of thee, but as |. 

thy drudge, that thou mayft take what mercy thou} 
wilt; and leave what thou wilt2 They will have. 
Chrift:to pardon their finne, butnot to make them 
mourne for it, as if (in truth) they meant that hee | - 

: fhould ftand: at their beck. They reft upon their | 
| faith, and will not have. themfelves and their faith 
to reft-upon Chrift: forthis.is their. conceit, they 
| apprehend they ‘doe beleeve, and. there they ref, 
and foin conclufion. they never goe to Chritt to: 
have their hearts humbled and brought unders.as if | 
a man fhould goeand ¢rafpe with his hand,and take | 
no hold.of the rocke, he neither findes ftrength to | 
himfelfe,nor any hold to-his hand :fo they. reftup- |. 
on their faith, and neither they nor their faith upon 
their Saviour.” ‘Thou finfull deluded hypocrite,the |. 
Lord Jefus willimake thee come under, and ftoope;. 
and force thee and thy carnall confidence to: lye.in. 
‘the duft,and begge for mercie. Can any manin rea- : 
fonjudge this to be love, whichin deed isnothing| 

eve rareler but} 
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Spirituall Love and Foy. _ 268 
but a marvellous curfed diftemper? They fay, 
the Jaw hath nothing to doe with them, and they 
live by the law of loves; and yet they have not any 
_| love to the Lord Jefus. Mutt che Lord Jefiss Chrift 
pardon thy finnes, and thou remaine in them? 
Muft the Lord Jefus fealeto thy foule the forgive- 
neffe of thine iniquities, and thou dally with it ? 
No, the Love of the Lord Chrift will compell 
theetodoe any thing to give contentment to the} 
Lord Jefits. An humble heart is the onely houfe | Ef. 57. s5. 
where Chrift dwells; and the onely facrifice that | Pfl-51.17- 
he accepts of, and the onely guife of f{pirit that Je- 
fuss Chrift lookes to: and if thou love the Lord Je- 
{us,thou muft be {ure to provide this dainty difh for 
him. eM . 
0b, But fome will fay, What need have I of this 
forrow,fecing Chrift Jefus muft doe all? | 

4a. Tanfwer, What need then haft thou of 
faith,for Chrift muft in that do all forthee Though 
I doe not fay thou haft as much need offorrow and 
brokenneffle of heart, as of faith, yet there isa kinde | Continuall 
of proportionableneed of-a continual forrow, as | 9" t* . 
well as of continual beleeving ; and that upon | continual be- | 
-| thefe grounds. | leeving. 

Firft, thy forrow helpes onthy faith, that it may 
be more ftrongly carried to Jefus Chrift; for the 
more weight and burden of thy finnes thou feeleft, 
the more need thou wilt fee of Chrift. As it is with 
a fharpe fauce,thoughit breed not a ftomacke, yetit) Sizzle. 
ftirres up a ftomacke ;fo this godly forrow,though 
itis not the worke of beleeving, yet it ftirres up the 

pie ftomacke 
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__ Spirituall Love and. Foye, “E 
ftomacke (of faith) togo goeto the Lord Jefus * for). 

faith isthe going out of the foule to Chrift; and hee | 
| that findes the burd enof his finne, will be the more}. 
| teady to gocout to Chrifty 0 tence seed 


y 


e 


_Againe; this makes a man the more fit to receive 
the afluranceof Gods loves this, I fay, makes the} - 
foule more ready and fit to receive the evidence of 
Gods love to be expreft to the foule, which thou 
canft not have fo expreft to thee, except thou have 
this godly forrow: 1 fob. 1.9. 1f wee confeffe:our 

innes,,bew faithful and jut to forgive ws our finnes, 
and toclean{e us from all unrighteou{neffe : he {peaks 
there of them that now had faith,& yer fhewes that 
beforethe Lord would feale ro the manthat hath | 
faith,the affurance of the pardon of his finnes, hee 
willmake him:-humble¢, and cry, -and forrow for 
them, and.as to live comfortably, fo forrowfully. 
too: as 1 Kinge8. 28. 2 Chr 0n6.36..1f thepeople: : 
returne to thee the land of their captivitieand pray 
unto thee,jaying,We have fianed,wehave done amiffe, 
and have dealt wickedly; then heare thou.in hea. 
venserc. When the Lord feeth: their hearts:hum 
_ | bled for their finnes, andiforrowfull forthem,then| | 
hee feales up the pardon of them. So thea the way 

to have this aflurance,isto have this frame. of {pirit 
herefpokenaf eos a} baie: yf Sroeeeaek: 
Thirdly , this godly forrow ought to bee conti- 
nually in fuch as have this love of Chrift; that fo 

-our hearts may be carried: witha more deadly ha- 

tredof finne. Thefe arethe benefits of godlyfor- 
~ | rows; and ifa manforrdw not for finne, he will:not | 
| | forrow 
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Lowe and Foy. 
forrow for the wrong and difhonour doneto God | 
‘\by other finfull men? as David, Pfal- 219. 136. 

Rivers of watersvunne downe mine tyes, becanfe they | 
heepe not thy law. EXech.9. 4. The Lord fayd to they 
Angel, Goe and fet a marke upon the foreheads of all 
| he men that fighsand that ery for all the abhominati. | 

ons that be done in the midft thereof. Now how can a | 
man mourn for théabhominations of others, when | 
he hath not the heart to mourne for itin his owne 

Pile GS eae: ‘ | 

ob. Butfome will fay, Maft we never rejoyce in | 
the Lord? | 
| cAn(Lanfwer, Yes. I fay, forrow daily for thy | 
finnes,and yet daily rejoyce in thy Savioursand the | 
more thy heart is broken for the one, the more | 
thou wilt be comforted by the other. Thou that: 
| makeft no mattér of being fenfible of the body of | 
death that hangs upon thee, and haftno care to bee | 
fenfiblé of thy owne failings, take heed that the| 
Lord give thee not up for ever tothy owne bafe-| 
fieffe; to be ruthed headlong into fome vile fcanda- | 
lous courfes, and fo thou perith for ever; as wee 
finde by experience, many, by this meanes, have | 
srowne the moft profane creatures that ever li- | 
ved: And this is the damnable herefie of the Fa- 
milifts. | ith si : 
-) “Thefourth fort isthe vain-elorious hypocrite 3’ 
and hee is marvellous zealous for God and his | 
truthin ‘outward appearance. That God may bee} 
honcured,and his Gofpel advanced, itis admirab‘e | 
what he willdoshe will hazzard himfelfe,his life, | 
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this eftate and all, nay be content not to live, if he 
may but leave alittle vaine breath after him, Wee 
know what vaine-glory doth amongft the Papifts, | 
who, that they may be canonized for Saints, will 
® | endure any thing, and fuffer death it felfe: this vain- 
glory is above life and all. As fome great Courti- 
ers will doe by aman that they meaneto make a 
| booty of, they make him their onely favorite, and 
iw | expreflea great deale of kindneffeto him, that hee 
! __} may helpethem to more honour and glory: So this 
wretch doth Jift up the Gofpel, that the Gofpel 
may advance him,and fill his failes full of winde : 
| therefore he will doe great matters for this end, | 
|. _, ° {that hee may receive glory fromit. Even as the 
i Another. | Stage.player that fets upa great ftage that he may 
| __ | beabove the people; fo itis with a. vain-glorious 
wretch; prayer is a good ftage, and fafting, and 
hearing,and preaching are very fine {tages for him,. 
upon which he acts his part, that others may-fee 
nim, that glory may come to him, and not that the 
gloryand grace of Chrift may bee extolled: hee 
would lift up.himfelfe to heaven; and caft. downe 
Chrift to hell. Such an one was Saa/: when Samuel 
gave him the left hand, and would not go with him. 
into the Citie,1 Sam.1 5.30. He (aid, Ihave finned, 
yet honour me I pray thee before the people, and turne 
again with me,that I may worfhip the-Lord thy God : 
Walke with me, and then the people will fay, Oh 
what good friends they bee ! furely hee isa good 
man,the Prophet goes with him. Itis a ereathonour} _ 
| tothofe thatare wife, becaufe they are willing to 
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joyne fide with thofe that are holy and gracious; fo 
Saul willhonour Samuel, that Samuel may honour 
him,and thathe may ftand upon his fhoulders, as it 


were, that the people may fay, See how inward 
they are, and what a good man heeis, the Prophet 


oes on with him :but the turne and the iffue of the 


hypocrite is this, itis meerly for himfelfe; which 
will appeare thus: If once the winde begin toturne, 
and thegale of honour grow fomewhat cold, and 
other men are alittle lifted up, fothat he may not 
beeiin the fore-front 5 or if his profeffion will not 
carry him out with honour, but’ his credit is 
laid in the duft,’ and hee fees hee cannot get 
honour, his heart dies in him, and he faith, Ic is as 
| good'to leave offall : and if he'cannot get glory 
from the Gofpel, either hee will grow defperately 
wicked and oppofe the Gofpell, and joyne fide 
with the wicked , and helpe them ; or elf¢ he will 
_ | flaggeand die in a bafe carnall courfe, and’ come 

tonothing; and thats the beftof him. This hath 
-|beenthe bane-of many men, who, when they 
have miffed of the glory that they lookt for from 
- | the Gofpel,they have become perfecuters: Thefe 
men deal with Chriftas the Inne-keeper doth with 
his guefts; If a man will pay the Ordinarie, he is 
welcome, but if once his money faile,hee turnes 
himout ofdoores: foif Chrift will pay. his Ordi- 
nary,and if hee may have credit and honour, fo as 
men may fay he hath good parts, and that he fafts 
more thanthe world knowes; Ifay,if the Gofpel 
will give him this Ordinary, it is welcome,and heis 

Magis | carrie 
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carried on: cheerfully : butif Chrift andthe Golpel 
| willnot give him that which hee would have, hee 
turnes his backe upon it. The Losd Jefus. convince 
your hearts of it.I take this to be the ftate of a great 
many: but a gracious heart is of another, ftraine or | 
temper... Happely God hath given;a man parts,and 
gifts,and. credit, and yet ifthe Lord withdraw him- 
felfe, agood foule faith as Fohn did, F-0h.3.40. Hee | 
muft encreafe,t muft decreafe ; {oa good heart faith, 
Ifanother man deferve and have more than I, yet 
let this proud beart licke the duft,and never lift up it 
felfe ; if the Lord Jefus may encreafe, and havehis 
honour and glory,let me be trodden inthe duft:this 
is. a heart worth gold. When a man entertaines the 
King, he ts content,though the King put himout of | © 
hisowne houfe, tobee his fervant forthe while; 
and if his: Majefty may be contented, he cares not: 
| fo itis with a gracious humbleheart, ifthe Lord 
will blafta mans parts and comforts, and take all 
fromhim, and give him Chrift naked, -and onely 
thathonour thatis in him, heeis contented : This} 
heart is right, and hee will fay, Itis Gods willto | 
take away thefe parts, honours, credit, '&c. and if 
the Lord Jefus fay, I will not affift nor comfortthy 
| foule, he lyes downe and faith nota word, butthis, 
| Letthe Lord be honoured though I be asthe. dung 
| inthe ftrects; whatfoeverbecome of me, though I 
be damned, fo the Lords glory may be advanced;I/ 
ata content. Suppofe this fhould be(which-indeed 
cannot be)that a man were left deftirute of alcoms| 
fort,friends , and meanes, and all that he hath lo- 
Ks: ved! 
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I ved heretofore,and in ftead of honour were to have 
fhame; and imprifonment for liberty ; and want 
and difhonour in ftead of friends : the foule faith, It 
is Gods willto doe fo, and totake away honour 
dnd parts,who muft order the bufinefle but he one- 
ly? Doth it! pleafe the Lord Jefus to doe fo? 
bleffed bee his name for it , I fhallnow be cone 
tented, let melye at his feet; though I goe downe 
to hell let me wait on him, and let him doe what} 
hewill. 9° 3 e 

Now all youthatare of any of thefe forts,to you 
isthe Word of the Lord {poken this day, and I 
befeech youinthe name of Chritt, take it in love, | 
and as {poken ont of indignation to your finnes: to: 
you, I fay, the Minifter and the Word faith , The 
Lord bee mercifull to you, you are haters of the 
| Lord Jefus, there is none of the love of God in the 
hearts ofany ofthis generationtothis day. Nowdo | 
not goe away and fay, Let the Minifter fay what he | 
will, for hee muft fay fomething to hold out the 
houre: What? wilt thou fhew thy felfe to bee 
amoft- notorious wrangling hypocrite ¢ Confci- 
erice;fpeake, is not thy: heart met withall; asimall 


‘| che former particulars 2° Confcience faith fo, and 


the Lord faith fo ; Oh be perfwaded therefore’, 


| and'yeeld the bucklers, arid fay, Now [fee it is not 


jo truth; all that‘T have done is wrong and falfe; 
Oh that I’ could’once at laft fall upon theright 
way ! The Lord perfwade your hearts to conceive 
of it,and to fay, Lam ftill a hater. of Chrift, T am 


yet an enemys Do I yet live to be faved by ile 
| and| 
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\forrow. +> | 


and therefore thinke whatthou haft done all this 


- | time thinke but what thy finne is, that thou haft not 


~ Spirituall Lovemd Jey. 
and do I hate hime think of thy fin,and confider thy}. 


1. Thinke thus much with thy felfe, This finne 
of all other is moft unconceivable, and not to bee| 
named, much leffeto bee practifed and retained. 
Oh that-ever any wretch that hath received fo| 
much from Chrift, fhould ftill hate him ! Good | 
Lord , that' ever there fhouldbee fuch a wretch 
upon the earth ! and yet Lord I am theman, Iam 
heethat haveapproved of the practifes of the wic- 
ked : thouart an open enemy tothe Lord Jefus, 


while. Rom. 1.19, 20. That which may be known of 
God, 1s manifest in the creatures. But inthe meane 


onely the creaturesto preach tothee, but the Lord 
Jefus who came downe from heaven : It isa won- 
der that ever he came for fuch wretches as weare ; 
hee hath torne his bowels in pieces forthee, and| 
entreated thee to bathe thy foulein his death, and 
bee faved forever ; yea, hee hath wept over thee, 
andfaid, obthat thou hadft knowne , even thon at 
Leaft inthis thy day, the things which belong untothy 
peace, yet thou regardeft not. Ohthou poore igno- | ’ 
rant profane carnall wretch ! nay the blood of 

Chrift,and his teares, and the offer of his mercies, 

and his{pirit, fpeaketo thee, and intreat thee to 

beleeve in him and live for ever, and yet thou con- 

tinueft an infidell. You know the {pirit of love 

hath met you in your Churches, and in your houfes, 
and walked with you in your journeies , and faid, 
. Now} 
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Now open,the Lord Jefus calls & tenders mercy, 
and you have {nubbeéd it. Good Lord,is it poffible 
that the blood of Jefus Chrift fhould fpeake to us, 
and thata company of wretched creatures fhould 
trample upon that blood, and grieve that fpirit, 
rather then forfake their lufts and corruptions ! 
‘You children tell-your fathers of this, and you 
wives your husbands, and fay, Isit poffible that 
we have dorie this, and yet live ftillz itis a wonder. | 
Therefore reafon thus with'your felves, and fay, 
Ifa heathen thal! be condemned that had but trees 
preaching to him, ‘and hisconfcience open ; then 
what fhall become of me,that have had Chriftand 
his blood to preachto me what will become of 
mee what finis mine? itis a {carlet fin, ithathin ic 
allabominations. | A EES | 
- »g. Secondly,thinke of thy forrow,how will the 
Lord Jefus berevenged on thee ! Doeft thou fay, 
Oh heis mercifull,and will forgive alle Whate wil 
the Lord fuffer his fonne to be trampled upon: will 
‘God the Father fuffer this ¢ thinke what will be the 
end of it,;Oh thy judgement is intolerable and un- 
‘recoverable; continuing as thou art. Confider the 
sheavinefle'of thy plagues: 1 Cor.16.22. If any man’ 
love not the Lord Je{us Chrift;let him be had in exe- 
cration, or bee accurfed, or bee made Maranatha; 
thatis, Alltthe curfes of heaven and‘earth,and all the 
curfes of the world , tothe higheft ftraine of cur- 
fing: : asifhe fhould fay , All you: Churches'on 
earth, and all you Angels in heaven, curfe ye that | 
man, andallye Divelsin hell torment that man, 
me nay; | 
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nay, let him be accurfed for ever sand then,bleffed 
Redeemer, take this man into. thy owne hands, and | 
let him be accurfed forever : Asin Juder4. dnd\ 
Enoch al(o the feventh from Adam , prohecied of 
| shee, fayine, Behold the Lord commethwithtenne| 
thoufands of hw Saints, to execute jddgement upon all, \ 
| andto convince all that areungodly among them , of 
| all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly com.| — 
| mitted, and of all their hard {peeches, which ungodly | 
finners have fpoken againft him. Youthinkeit is 
nothing to {peake  again{t the Lord Jefus. ; thou- 
{ands of Angels fhall minifter to him,andtenthou. | 
fands fhall goe before him, and fay, The Lordis 
 f-comming to éxecute judgement upon all that:work 
wickedneife , and upon thofethat have fpokena- 
gainfthim. So that when the Church of Chrift, 
andthe Angelsin heaven, and the Divels inhell 
have.confpired to tormenta man; thenalfothe 
‘Lord Jefus will come to torment him. Ohthatmy 
‘heart could bleed, and ifit were poffible, breake in 
funder forthe mifery in which youare : inthat day | 
the Lord Jefus willfay tefuch, as hee doth Lwke 
19.27» Thofemine enemies which would nor thatT\. 
‘\fbould raigne over then, bring hither and flaythem 
before me:: Hewill fay, Bring hither that enemy of 
mine, he hath oppofed mee, and grieved:my fpirit, | 
hand fleighted: my mercy; bring my enemies hither, 
not the Heathens or Pagans, regard notthem#o! 
oe }inuch, but himthat hath beenea haterofme:andof 
my Gofpel.; and:then thalethou fee the intolerable- 
‘sae and: unavoydableneffe: of thy punifhment. 
yea ; Oh 
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‘Ohpoore foule, what wiltthou fay or doe when| - 
thou artput to fuch a plunge; (as 7o/ephs bowels 
did earne within him when hee talked with his bre- 
thren, that hecould forbeare no longer, I with that 
‘Thad a heart to mourne in fecret for thee) I fay, 
| what will become of thee, poore wretch ¢ Hap- 
| pely thou wilt fay, thereis mercy : It’strue, but 
thou haft hated that mercy, which fhould fave 
‘thee : or, wilt thou thinke that the blood and me- 
‘ritsofthe Lord Jefus will favethee,thou haft trod- 
den upon them. Wilt thou fay, The good {pirit of 
‘the Lord will prevaile with this wretched heart of 
} mine ¢ with what heart canftthoucraveaide from | 
| che fpirit , whenthy owne confcience canfay, 1) - 
have hated thargood fpirit ofthe Lord, and that} 
‘mercy which fhould favemee ¢ Andwhen all is 
done andthou artcome totheperiod, goe your} - 
way home-to your husbands and wives,and mourn} 
for them, for there is neither mercy nor Chrift for 
them, for they alfo have hated him. And when this 
is done, imagine thou didft fee the heavens opened, 
and the fire melting round about thee,and the Lord 
Chrift coming in flaming fire,rendering vengeance 
| coall that obey not the Gofpel, lay thy hand upon 
"| thy breaft & fay,that’s I Lord, that’s my husband, 
or my childe, he iscome againft us, to ren der ven- 
eanceto them that have lived with mee, and have | 
oppofed the Gofpel, and the riches of grace and of 
‘mercy in Jefus Chrift. Thinke of thefein Gods| 
riame and labour to prevent themhere , that thou 
mayeft bee freed from the punifhment of them 
hereafter. - | Ue 4. 
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tiecebe Tod Ufe 4. Thelattufe isfor Exhortation ; Ohthat| 


Jefus in fince- 


a God would pleafe to worke our foules to this duty, | 
= which the Saints take up, and.all of us oughttola- | 


bour after ! You heare how-the Lord works in the 
hearts of his, and how they which aretruély called 


therefore whatremaines, butonely this, beeex- 
horted, fince you fee the way, to walkein it ;.and 
fince we fee what the Saints of God have and doe, 
| letuslabourto expreffe this frame of heart,thatfo 
the Lord Jefus may make us partakers of their hap- 


nefle: [fay,let us labour after it, and:when we have| 
it, exprefle our lovesto the Lord Jefus Chriftas| 
- | wee ought : It was that which tookeup the heart 
| Pfalei8.1. | of David, when hee faith, 1 will love thee deerely.o 


Lord my ftrength.As ic is with a woman with child, 


faid , Allthe world fhallnot hinder mee but Iwill 


| you love if you lovenothim Oh youpoore ones, 
love you the Lord,’ for you have need:of him ;and 
all you rich ones love youthe Lord ; ‘for-you have 
caufe to doe it sand you little ones too (ifthere be 


mans ‘doore and perfwades évery mans heart; 
| and 
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of God, have this love kindled in their hearts; Oh | 


though the infant in the wombe havelife, yet the}. 
mothers, love. isnot fo great towards it tillit bee} 
borne; but then fhe clafps her armes about it with | 
much tendernefles fo hee faith, I will embrace the | 
Lord with much love,I will love him;as if hee had | 


love him ,* though I love not my felfe:and hee per: | 


{wades all the Saints of God to do thelike,P/a.31.} ° 
23-faying, Lovethe Lord all ye his Saints; who will] 


any fuchin thecongregation) he knockés at every | 


- : 


* ne ee 
iy re : 
ieee. 


| and hedeales faithfully with his Saints + therefore 


if you have but this grace): it is an undoubted argu- 


ment,that you are the Saints of God: nay, though 
.| out of thy blindneffe thou couldft never know 
the way to Chrift, and out of thy weakenefle thou 
couldft never clofe with Chrift,yet if thou wile but 


ever: 1 Joh. 4.12.16. Noman bath {eene God at any 
time : God w love, and bethat dwellethin love,dwele 
leth in God, and Godin him. If thy heart be per- 


ever, thenlove him, and he will dwell in thee, for 
he : love it felfe;for fo faith the Apoftle, Love is of 
God. — } 

Ob. Ohbut fome will fay, itis true, we know it 
is fitting, and we ought to doe it, butit is a difficult 
thing, and we are unable to doe it, though weknow 
itis requifitetobedone. Tolovethe Lord Jefus 
we find is a difficult worke, ‘and hard,although the 
worldthinke it not fo. . | 
Aaf, Lwould to God youdid finde it difficult : 
and marke what I fay, that man never loved Chrift 
aright; who found it not difficult. He that faith, Oh 
fuch an one aswillnot love the Lord Jefus , itis 
pitty he fhould live : itisto be feared he did never 
love Jefus Chrift aright : Poore filly deluded crea- 
ture, it will coft chee hot water before that day ; 
yet when thou haftit,it will quit all thy coft and la- 
bour. : 

 Ohbut fomewill fay , whatare the meanes to 
prevaile with us ¢ and how may wee draw our 
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love him,thou fhalt know him,and be with him for | 


{wadedto continue in God,and to be with God for 
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1. Firft, there are fome binderances.to be re-| 
moved’) niles vik bs ce bas MAO ty. gawodal 
2. Secondly, labour to fee the beauty and ex-} 
‘cellencie of Jelus Chrift inthe promife. == sf 
3. Thirdly, when the promife is come neere, 
and the heart made empty, then learne the skill to} 
makethe foule and the promifemect. =} 
| Meanes, 1.|  Firft, that you may love the Lord Chrift, there |. 
| arefome hinderances which lye upon the heart, | 
which are marvellous caufes of diflention between | 
Jefus Chrift and the foule, and thefe muft be taken | 
;away. Now the hinderances of this fort are thefe | 
threts) pot ied si.0) ci Sigde owihad hie 
The firft isthis, To take off the foulefrom the} 
love of thefe bafe things here below. I befeech you} 
obferveit, be marvellous wile that you lavifh not |} 
out your foules upon thefe lying vanities: for as. it 
is with aftreame, if the banke be cut, and alithe | 
ftreame runthat way,thenthe proper chanelb muft | 
needs lie dry, becaufe all the ftreame runsanother | 
way ; fo is it with the flreameofa mans affections, 
ifthe ftream of love & joy be let out upon profits, | 
or pleafures,or honours you cannot have & fpend, 
you cannot have: your affe@ions ftill, when you 
have fpentthem uponother things, therefore bee 
fure to knocke them offfrom the world, that you 
| may givethem whollyto.the Lord. 1 70h. 2. 15. 
| Little children love morthe world. What if we doe, 
| may | 


a 


| Hinde- 
| rance,t. 


Simile. 


| Hles and rattles, becaufe the more he layes out,the | 
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may fomelay? If any man lovetheworld,theloveof\| == 

the Father is notin him Youmutt not think to-have iP 
heaven afd hell too, tohave Chrift andthe world | 
too: Itis impofible in reafon, that a wife’ fhould 

have a true affection of love to her’ husband, and an 

adulterous affection to her filthy mates too; the 

mate muft be abandoned before the husband can 

be lovedas he ought to be. Jam. 4.47e adulterers | 
and adultereffes, know ye not that the friendfhip ofthe | 
morld is enmity with God? This is meant of {piri 
tualladulterers and adultereffes, thofe that -with- | 
draw theirhearts from -the Lord, and have their | 
back-doores forthe world ; O yee adulterers (faith 
the) know ye not that he that loves the world can- 
not love God? Thefe two cannot ftand together; el- | 
ther make thefe two at ods,or elfethere can be no 
love to Jefs Chrift. As it is with the body of al 
man, when the heart is hot, the heat of the funne | 
drawes allthe heat outwards, and leaves the fto- | 
mack cold,infomuch that many times he fwelters | 
awaysfo when the profits & pleafures of the world | 
come marvellous ftrongly ina good booty or bar- 
eaine,and thine hotly upon your fouls, and ‘drawes | 
out your hearts to that, then they are cold to| 
loyace, and Chrift, and the promife, as if you were | 
dead men;nay, many aman hath died and perifhed | 
everlaftingly by this way and meanes. When a} 
Gentleman hath ftockt his man with money , and | 
\fent him to the market for fuch things as hee hath } 
need of, hee will not lay out his money upon ba. | 


Another. | 


Sinile. 


2 c1ie 


ase 
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leflehee hath for his market; but he will keep his 
money together: fo when the Lord hath ftockt 
-{ yourfouls with ftrength of grace,fo that now you | 
have very violent affeGtions of love and joy;if you 
| lay out thefe affeGtions upon profits and honours, 
when you come to provide for Chriftall is already 
{pent. One manlayes out his love upon his Jufts, | 
and another upon hischambering, and when they 
come to Chrift and grace, then their hearts are 
dead, and loofe,& adulterous, and have {pent all, 
Therefore ina word, when the world, and profits, 
and honors come & fay,Let us have fo much love, 
and keepe fo much for Chrift ; tell the world thus, | 
and fay, Nay, we muft keepe our choyce affections 
‘| forthe beft things, we muft love Chrift, and there- 
| fore let the world ftay, and Ietits better be ferved. 
pORubaios firft. This isthe firt hinderance. Sere ae 
| Hinde 2 Secondly, take heed, andcaft offthofe vaine 
rancez. | and groundleffe furmifes and fufpitions; which Ci- | 
ther Satan cafts in,or thy own heart breeds againtt , 
the Lord Jefus and his goodneffe. There is acavil-. 
~ | ling jealoufie which is in every mans heart by na- 
ture, whereby we are fibje@ to thinke hardly, or 
at leaft to furmife finfully againft the Lord and his 
| | dealings with us; look how thou doeft fufpea& God 
Similée | to be unto thee,foartthou unto him: As itis with 
- {two friends, if they once begin to be jealous of one 
anothers love, and if I once furmife in my heart | 
that he hath fome ill will towards me, this is the 
| hext way to breed in my heart anill-will towards| - 
him : therefore be fure to quit thy heart of thefe.| 


” Spirituall Love and Foy. “277 


| Aloving conceit makes the thing lovely that wee |’ 
meddle withall, but a groundleffe fufpition tarnes | 
| albanother way, andalfo makes us thinke ill of the 
Lords it takes ‘all with the wrong hand; for,ifa 
man shave the bleffings of this world, then the foule 
faith, Itis true indeed , . God hath given me thefe, 
but it isasa hook the Lord makes my rable my 

| fnarejand onely fits me-for the flaughter:For when. 
the Lord letsinthe horror of his wrath into the 
foule, all thofe bleffings come to nothing, and are 
forgotten, becaufe the heart hath God ina jealou- 
fie, and thinkes that God onely fats him to the 
‘flaughter, and to ruinate him for ever, whereas the 
Lord could.as well deftroy him prefently as beare 
ill-will: cowards him. Againe onthe other fide, if 
the Lord gives but a finall pittance and allowance, 
then the foule faith, The-Lord loves not me, how 
ftraight-handed is hetowards me ! if he did love 
me, it would be otherwife. Asthenaughty fto- 
macke turnes the beft diet into ill humours, and as 
ithe greene glaffe makes allfeeme greene to him 
| chat hathit ; fo it is with the heart that is uncharita- 
| bly conceited toward the Lord, for we, notwith- 
' ftanding all his loving kindneffe, ftill chink we have 
him uponthe worft hand, and are provoked in our 
hearts againft him, Therefore take heed of harbou- 
ring any ill thoughts, or groundleffe fufpitious jea- 

*! loufies againft the God of heavensthis is ordinary, 
| yea,too ordinary with our bafe hearts, a vile heart 
| isabreed-bate, between the Lord and us ; for it ac- 
cufeth God to the foule,and thenthe foule to God : 

; i afi 
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“jand therefore when haply wee labour tobring a} 
poore finner to looke towards God, andtoconfi-| _ 
der of Gods goodneffe to him, No, no; (faith he )} 


Ieistrue, Iconfefle God is very gracious, and itis 
his goodneffle that I have the meanes of falvation,| 
butI fhall one day perifh, and God onely ferves} 
his turne of me, the Lord never gave methat| 
affurance of hislove that fuch and fuch have, God| 
will one day leave meinthelurch, Andthen the 
heartistranfported with a fecret diflike ofthe Lord} 
Jefus. Wretches that weare ! whereas a good and | 
acharitable conceit of God would make.a good| 
contruction ofhis dealings, asthe wife of ~Mano- | 
abdid, Fudg.13.%2,23.when Manoah offered a} 
facrifice, and an Angel’appeared (which Angel } 
was the Lord Jefus Chrift) he faid, Wee /hall farely| 
dye, for wehave fecne an Angel. (for this was their | 
opinion inancient times. that ifaman didfeean| 
Angel hefhould dye : ). the Angel received the fa. | 
crifice, and did wonderfully accept it, and yet hee 
faith, Wee /hall furely dye. Here was agroundleffe 
fafpition: but marke how fhe reafons , Ifthe Lord 
mere pleafedto killusbe would not have received a) 
burnt offering and ameat offering at our hands : asif 
fhe had faid, Oh doe not you thinke fo hardly and 
uncharitably ofthe Lord, as that he will killus; 
why didhe thus and thus ¢ we may rather expect 
‘good from God, becufe hee hath donegood to 
ius before: So Ifay,and fo I would havethee to fay 
tothyfoule, The Lord doth mee no harme, and 


therefore why fhould I think that he intends any | 
: unto | 


FD oot ito ll 
untome ¢ [have reccived nothing but good from | 
che Lord, . and therefore why fhould I thinke fo ill. 
of God’? Ohtake heed ofthis. | 
|--, The thirdhiinderance isthis, Judging the 
' goodneffe and kindneffe of the Lord according to 
thy owne defites, whetthou wouldtt Have’s not af. 
ter thy owne vaworthineffe, nor the kindneffe 
which others doe enjoy better than thy felfe; mur- 
muring that thou art not worthy, whereas thou 
| art not fitted that God fhould do any thing for thee. 
| This mif- judging many times carries the heart with 
a fpeciall miftaking againft the Lord : as itis with 
a poore creature that hath had the meanes, but not 
| received the like comfort and mercy thereby that 
others have, fee how the heart reafons faying, O- 
| thers have fuch and fuch affiftance, in the meane 
| time God leaves me ; and fuch and fuch have evi- 
dence of his favour, but God regards not me : had 
T but {uch power againft corruptions, and fuch evi- 
| dence of Gods love and favour as God hath given 
eo fuch and fuch Chriftians, farre younger than I! 
| Tfecke, and pray, andintreat, and havenot : and 
with that the heart iscarried with afecret heart. 
burning againft the Lord; this breeds a fecret kinde 
of wrangling , and quarreling , and withdrawing 
fom the Lord. Therefore labour thou to ftill thofe 
| diftempers, and to rettifie thy felfe, and to judge as 
thououghteft. Judge not thy felfe by what others 
have,and by what thou deferveft,but fay, Bleffed be 
God 1am notas I mighthave been, and bleffed be} 


God,I amnotas tT have deferved : forthen Thad} 
| 4 either | 


Hinde. 
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either beene upon the chaine with felons, or upon 
| the gallowes withtheeves and robbers , or inthe 
Ale-houfe at my abominations. ; for my. natureis | 
prone:to itas wellas others. I‘confefle Iam not 
foholy as T oughttobe, but bleffed be that mer- 
{cy inJefus, Chrift that Tam as. lam: 1 have not 
| what others have, and yet it isa wonder that] 
have any thing atallat. the hands of the Lord, fo 
unthanke/ulland dead-hearted as Iam: othersare 
meeke, and patient, and heavenly, and painfull,and 
therefore it is a wonder that Lhave any thing atall. 
Goethy way, and bee contented with the Lords | 
goodnefle, and quarrellno more, and mif-judge 
the: Lords kindnefle no more. Thus you fee the 
hindrances removed;now there isa way made,that 
the foule may cometo fome termes of love with 
“hie | God. * é: Vi tye . o . 
t Meanes2. 2.. When the foule hath beene thus ordered, we | 
: muft labour to.bee throughly acquainted: with the | 
| beauty and {weetneffe of Chrift in the promife,that 
this may provoke our foules to love the Lord, and 
to rejoyce in him. -Whenthefe hindrances arere- | 
moved, there is way made for the promife to come | 
| and meet with the foule, chefe breed-bates are fene |} 
_} out of towne, and now there may be fome poffibi- 
lity of love, and thisis the next way to workeand 
draw our hearts to Chrift; and to kindle in us thefe 
‘affections ofloveandjoy.. fare a 
The foule that is loofened from all the caufes of 
jarres and diffentions betweene Chrift and him; 
‘that foule is ready to match with the promifé, 


i and} 
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and to beftow it felfe: in love upon Chrift. In a 
matriagea man muft know the party firft, and the 
portion, and underftand both,: orelfe he can love 
neither ; fo thou mutt {ee the beauty and excellen- 
|. cy ofthe promife before thou canft love the Lord 
Jefus. As itisinthe bafer-affections , the covetous 
man feeth’a good bargaine before hee loves it: fo 
| that itis theeye thar makes the bargaine, asone 
well obferves ; fothou muft looke wifely upon the 
promifes, and beable to know them, and this will | 
make thee lovethem : asin Pfal. 91. 14. Becaufe 
he hath fet his love upon me , therefore willl deliver 
him : Iwill fer him on high, becaufe he hath knowne 
my Name. How came hetolovethe name of the 
Lorde becaufe he knew. himsas it is Cast. 1.2.when 
the name ofour Saviour was as an ointment powred | * 
forth, then did the virgins love himzthis name isthe 
-eraces of our Saviour revealed and communicated 
to us:and Cant. 4.9. fee what our Saviour faith, My 
iter my [poufe, thou haft ravifhed my heart with one 
lofthine eyes, with ope chaine ofthy necke : thisis by 
way ofcomparifon from the leffle to the greater: 
the Spoufe of Chriftis the Church of Chritt, and 
by eye and neck is meant nothing elfe bur the beau- 
ty of his grace in the heart truely humbled ; now 
the Lord Jefus Chrift lookes upon thefe graces,and 
loves them, andis ravifhed with the fight of them. 
Now ifthe worke of grace,in the heart of a poore 
finner ravithed the heart of Chrift, who is the God 
{of all grace,then much more if our hearts could but 
fee one finger of the excellency that is in Chrift, 
. they 


= 


4 Three things 
{ in Chrift to 
make us love 
him. 


Nehem.9.°5. 


_|they would bee ravifhed with earneftlove, ‘and 

| kindled with violence towards him; There are three 

| things that ought mainely.:to bee refpected in: the 

| promife, that we may eye and apprehend, and that 

| our hearts may be: kindled with lovetothe Lord; 

| and thefe three worke love any-wheres! 
_ Firft;the worth of the party in himfelfe. 


| fay,he feekes thy love. , 


|as the name of God is above all praife that wee 


‘let out your love and affections ? (as wee ufe to fay 
in the market)it is a good penny-worth, itis worth 


‘/them out here, and that with good advantage too. 
| What would youhave ¢ you may have enovgh for 


Secondly, the defert ofthe party. 
Thirdly, the readineffe of the party in himfelfe 
to feeke our good. | OS. 20itnate 


Soit is with the Lord Jefus, firft,he is worthy of}. 


our love,in himfelfe confidered. 
Secondly, he hath deferved it. aK, 
Thirdly, he feekes our love. Thouthat dwelleft 
ina poore cottage, wilt hardly beleeve this ; but I 


Firft , Chriftis worthy in himfelfe. I wonder 
that the Lord Jefus Chritt will fuffer himfelfe to be 
beloved by fuch wretches as wee are: if weehada 
thoufand hearts to beftow upon him, we were nes 
ver able to love him fufficiently-:. for as Nehemiah 
laid, The name ofthe Lord is above allpraife: and 


cangivehim, fothe name of the Lord is aboveall 
the love that we can beftow uponhim. Will you 


more money than YOu fhall pay for it:fo if you will 


lay out all the affections that you have,you may lay 


your 


a er 
your money: Wouldit thou have beauty ¢ then thy 
| Saviour is beautifull: P/al. 45.2. 7 hou art fairer 
than the children of mens yea,he is fullof grace:nay, 
the Spoufe, Cant..5.10. faith, My beloved zs the 
cheife of tenthoufand : andinthe 16. verfe , Hees 
altogether lovely , hee is avery beautifull husband. 
There is no beauty in the world, but it hath its ble- 
mith, nor no day {0 faire but it hath its clouds ; but 
the Lord Jefus Chriftis altogether love : if beauty 
will pleafethee, he isaltogetherexcellent. Would 
you have ftrength ? P/al. 45.3. hee isall ftrength: 
A wife would not have a cowardly husband, 
therefore the Text faith, Gird thy (word upon thy 
thigh, 0 moit mighty, ride on profperonfly-; {o that 
Kingsare flaine , and people {hal fall before him, 
and his right hand fhall teach thee terrible things, 
therefore, ifbeauty will pleafe thee , he isthe fat- 
reft of all.: if ftrengthwillpleafe thee, hee isthe 
ftrongeft ofall: ifriches will pleafethee , hee is | 
morerich (ifit bee poffible) than he is ftrong:. for 
Heb.1,2. heisthe heire of all things ; he isnotfor 
a Crowne, ora Kingdome, or lands, or revenues, 
but the heavens arehis, andthe earth, andthe fea 
farreand wide, and all thé depths thereofare his, 
yea, and thine alfo, ifthou wilt have him : Heeis 
tich likewife, in regard ofhis grace, asthe Apoftle 
| faith col,2.3.10 him are hid all the treafures of wife- 
| dome and knowledge. What wouldft thou have? 
eternal life and happineffe ¢ then he that hath 
Chrift, hath allthefe : for Chrift isthe Author of 
life and happineffe to allthat have him ; and hee 


hath] rie 
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-amaid where thereis much wealth, wee fay he is. 


4 Lord Jefus Chrift, he will never faile thee: he one. 


a 
far 
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hath not onely thefe in himfelfe, but hee ‘will in-| 
feofie thee in them, if thou ‘wilt bur match with 
him. If the world, and beauty, and ftrength, and’ 
life , and falvation will prevaile, it is all thine 3 let 
the Lord Jefus Chrift'once have your love, and | 
it is done. See what the ere David faith, | 
Pfal. 63.3. Thy loving kindne(fe is better than life, 
therefore my lips fhall praife thee. "Youknow what 
we uleto doe inthe world: ifa man match with 


made for ever; fo fay 1: Truly the world cannot, | 
nor willnot doe fofor you; it promifeth faire, and | 
performes nothing. If thoufet thy heart upon 
riches aad honours, they will faile thee. ‘Where 
isall the beauty of the world: Some fickneffe or} 
other makes many a men ready to. run out of his! 
wits for griefe: A man is here in health to day, 
and in heil to morrow; butif thou wilt love the}. 


ly is worthy of the choyce of thy affe@ions, there. 
fore fet them not upon that which cannot-comfort 
thee : ifthou wilt have Chrift, fet them upon him, 
and all that he hath is thine. | 
Secondly, Chrift, as he is worthy of our love, | 
fo he deferves its if his worth cannot win ‘our love, 
yet let his defert have it. Itis a great matter to win 
the affeCtions ofa man. Ifa man be never fo wor. 
thy of himfelfe, for his parts, and gifts, yetifhee 
lave wronged me, and deal: bafely with me, and|_ 
expreft the part ofan enemy, faith a woman,I will|_ 
not have him,no not though he had all the world :. 


But: 


— = 
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But it is not fo with the Lord Jefus Chrift: for as 
hee is worthy of all love in himfelfe, fo hee 
hath dealt mercifully and gracioufly with you, and 
therefore he deferves your love; deale equally with 
him, and give him what he deferves. We have had 
hard dealings from the world, and bafe ufage from 
| thefe bafe things,never a man here but hath found 
: | it fo; for it hath promifed much, and done no- 
thing,and all the pleafirres it affoorded us, have left 
nothing but vanity and emptinefle behinde them. 
| Let the adulterer come forth, and fhew what plea- 
furehe hathever had by his filthy dalliances and 
bafe courfes : he hath had but an ill match, a galled 
con{cience for the prefent, and the expedtation of 
plagues and punifhments forever. The world alfo 
hath vexed the covetous man, and pleafure hath 
difquieted the ambitious man; but the Lord Jefus 
’ | Chrift hath ever dealt gracioufly and mercifully 
with his fervants. In yourfickneffe who helped 
you in your want who fupplied you ¢ in anguifh 
of heart who revived you?’ was it not the Lord 
Jefius Chrift 2 and therefore doe not onely. what | | 
religion requires, but what reafon requires. If you 
love them that love you, doe not the Publicanes 
eventhe fame ¢ they doe good to fuch as doe good 
tothem. The Lord Jefus Chrift hath loved you, 
therefore love you him, and enlarge your hearts to 
him for ever. 
ob. Ohbut (faith the foule) I confefle the Lord 
hath been mercifull,and it is his mercie that I live, 
and he hath inlarged himfelfe towards me, but yet 
J 
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| I grow graceleffe. What love is this ifthe Lord Je. | 

fus Chrift give me thefe,and deny me that whichis 

_ | better than thefeewhatlove is thiseI now {peake to 

all chat want affurance;To all fuch I anfwer inthree 

things. cs | HG aD, 
Anf. 1 willtell thee what he hath done for thee, 


wv 


‘Three thin gs 


doneby Chrit | taking thy felfe inthe worft condition. | 3 
for a finner;| — Firft, confider that thou liveft inthe bofome 
though 3° | ofthe Church, and that Jefiis Chrift hath brought 
-rances life and immortality to light by the Gofpel ;_ ma. 
“4° I ny thoufands of poore Infidels and Heathen 
would bee glad to gather the crummes that fall 
from thy Table. The Heathens neverknew the 
way toa Saviour, they never had the meanes to| -- 
comfort them; and is not this mercy then,that God | 
hath brought the word of life and falvation to| 
thee, andfetthee underthe meanes ? for he hath 
not dealt fo with other Nations , neither have). 
the Heathen knowledge of his wayes: he hath not 
dealt fo with many better than thy felfe , Tmeane 
better, in regard of many actuall tranfereffions of 
thine. Oh therefore love him for this favour. © | 
Secondly confider farther whatthe Lord Chritt 

hath done forthees he hath not onely brought the 
meanes of grace to thee, and plantéd thee ina land 
1 of Gofhen, where thou didft enjoy them, butafter 
| thou hadft refifted and oppofed' them, and caft his 
| kindneffe behind thy backe,and fleighted his Spirit, 
+-finfull wretch that thou art,he hath oftencomeand 
intreated thee to receive mercy ; and thougt againe 
| and againe thou haft oppofed it, yet he hath beene| - 
i 3 patient! 
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patient andgood.to thee:love him forit. Again,the | 


Lord Chritt takes noadvantage againft thee , as 
thou furmifeft- He might have done it, and that 
juftly teo ; thouthat refifteft the meanes of grace, 
its juft thatthoufhouldft never havethem. If God 
had fentthee on¢é way, andthe Gofpel another, 
it had-beene juft 3 bue hee hath not. donefo.: 
therefore love him,he deferves it at thy hands. 
Thirdly, he hath not onely brought thee under 
the meanes of grace. and beene patient to thee, 
though thou haft refifted the meanes ; buthe hath 
let in fomeinkling of his love, andcome neerer to 
thee than allthis. Why fhould Jefus Chrift offer 
mercy tothy wifeand child ¢ itisextraordinary 
kindnes:thou canft not but know that there are ma- 
ny inthe fame family, that have the fame means, 
and yet remaine ina miferable condition: and why 
are thy eyes opened, and thy confcience awakened 
imany meafure ¢ every morning you rife,and every 


night yougoe to bed, bleffle andmagnific the Lord | 


Chrift that hath dealt thus mercifully with you ; 
for he is wosthy of it,.as Jude faid, Why wilt thoure- 
veale thy fel{eto ws, and not tothe world 2 why wilt 
thou fhew mercy to a poore cottage, and enlighten 
ablind minde, and afottith {pirit in this manner ? 
Oh thisislove, Ohlove him againe for it, he de- 
ferves it. , | 
Thirdly, Chrift {eeks thy loveshere is the admi- 
‘miration of mercy,that our Saviour thathath been 
‘rejected by acompany of finfull creatures, fhould 
feeke their love : for fhamerefufe him not, but let 


him 
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jhim have love before he goe. Had the Lord recei-| | 
ved us when we had comeunto him, and humbled. 
our hearts before him with deepe importunity;and | 
had he heard us when we had ¢ryed unto him,nay, 
when wehad {pent all our daies,and all our ftrength | 
in begging and craving one good looke from hea- | 
ven, and at the day of our departure taken compaf- 
fionuponus, ithad beenean infinite mercy ; but | 
whenthe Lord Jefus Chrift: fhall feeke.to us by his. 
| meffengers(as allthe Minifters are his meflengers) 
to accept of hislove, this is beyond all expreffion: 
fay, ifhe had onely fent a love-letter from hea- | 
ven, and faid that he was willing to match with us, 
and had left us to finde out the way and the means, 
it had beene beyond all wonder ; but that the Lord 
\Jefus Chriftfhould comeand waituponus, and 
feek our love, it is the wonder of mercies. When 
a company of bafe lufts and finfull defires have 
found acceptance with us, and the doore hath been | 
open uponall occafionstotalke withthem, though 
the Lord Jefus Chrift hath often come and faid, 
Oh mufe upon my name, and notuponthe world 
.andthefe lufts; and we would not heare him:when, 
‘Ifay, youand your adultercfles have beene upon 
| the bed of dalliance, and Chrift hath beene at the 
| doore, and could get no audience,nor acceptance : 
yetafter allthis, he hath not onely call'd, but feri- 
ouflybefought usto be reconciled to him, that is, 
to love him, and to be beloved of him, and bleffed |. 
| by him for ever; thefe are the tearmes of his love. | 
What fhall I anfwer the Lord ¢ will the Lord feek 
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_ Spiritual Love and Foy. | 
our love’? then returne him thisanfwer, and fay, | 
Shall he feeke love and not have it ¢ fhallhe crave 
jt, and Inot give it ¢ Oh God forbid. Can 
the Lord Jefus Chrift be in love with me? In 


-ltruth Lord Iam out oflove with my felfe, by 


reafon of my bafe heart, and filthy thoughts; 
I have abufed thy Majefty from time to time, 
by following my bafe lufts, adulteries and abo- | 
minations ; [have not only loved the world, but 
filled my felfe therewith : and thus my adulterous 


| heart hath gone away fromsthee to them. But 


will the Lord Jefus love fuch a wretch as I ame 
Yes, he will ; forthe Lord faith, Hofear4. 5.7 
will heale their backe-fliding , Iwill love them 
reely. Helookes fornoportion, nohe will take 
thee withall thy wants. Isnot the Lord worthy 
of thy love ¢ he defires no more, and fure hee 
deferves no leffe. Devt. 10. 12. when the Lord 
had recorded all his kindnefletowards the children 


| of Z/rael,mark how he inferresthis,faying, dad now 


Ifraelwhat doth the Lord thy Godrequire of thee, but 
tofeare the Lord thy God,to walk in all his wayes and 


‘| 20love him , and tofervethe Lord thy God with all \ 
thy heart, and with all thy foule? So 1 fay to thee,af- 


ter all the finfull abominations of thy heart, and all 
thy finfull practices committed, what is it that the 
Lord doth require ofthee whenall thy finnes are 
pardoned?onely that thou love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart. Let me therefore tell you what 
to doe ; get youhome, and every one in fecret la- 
bour to deale honeftly and truely with your owne 
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hearts,and make up amatch inthis manner, and fay, 
Is it poffible that the Lord thould looke fo low? 
that the great Prince fhould fend for the poore 
peafant¢ that Majefty fhould ftoope to meanneflee 
and heaven toearth? and Godto man 2 Haththe 
Lord offered mercy to me,and doth he require no- 
thing of me but to love him again ¢ call upon your 
owne hearts, I charge you, and fay thus ;»Lord, if 
all the fight of mine eyes were love,and all the {pee- 
ches of my tongue werelove,it wereall too little 
tolove thee: Oh let me love thee dearely,O Lord 
my ftrength. Say you. had afaire offer,and that 
‘apoore Minifter of God did with you well ; bee 
not coy and fqueamith ,. the Lord may have bet- 
ter than you every day ; lye downe therefore 
and admire at the mercy of the Lord, that thould 
take acompany of poore dead dogges ; I fay, be 
fare thatyou bee not coy and fqueamith : fay as| 
|the Prophetdid, Liftup your heads yee cates, and\ 
bee yee lift up yee everlafting doores, andthe K. ing 
| of glory fhall come in, Pfal. 24. Now the hin- 
drances are removed,and the promifes are brought 
home ,. wee willcome to fee if the match bee li- 
ked of. | 
Laftly , itisourskillandcunningto draw thefe 
twotogether. Yeefee what wee have faid, the 
hindrances are removed , and the promifes} 
are brought home, now if wee can but affe@| 
a Saviour hee is our owne ; hee chat will not} 
now be beloved ofthe LordJe sus Cu rz ST, 
let him bee ever accurfed. There ‘are two par- 


ticulars 


So aa 
eg 
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ticulars confiderable, to fatten thefe two toge- 


ther. , 
Firft, labour to give attendance daily to the pro- 


mife of grace and Chrift, driveall other fuiters a- 


way from thefoule, lect nothing come betweene 
the promife and it, and forbid all other banes; 
that is, letthe promife conferre daily with thy 
heart, and beeexpreffing and telling of that good 
chat is in Chrift daily to thyheart. Youknow if 
all things bee done and agreed upon betweene 
the parents of two parties to be marrried , and 
there wants nothing but the fixing of their affe- 
Gions one upon another, the oncly way to 
draw their affections to one another, is to keepe 
company together, and daily to meete and fee 
oneanother: foletthy foule daily keepe compa- 
ny with the promife, and let not thy heart one. 
ly fee the promife once ina weeke, but daily ; fhut 
outall others befides, and keepe company onely 
with that, and fee what beauty, and ftrength, and 
prace there is in the fame; and fay, Oh wretch that 
Lam, if I had had either wit or grace, 


with the promife, that thy fouleand it may dwell 


together. 
“Secondly, labour by undeniable reafon, as 
to difcover, fo to conclude the unconceivable 


good that will come to thy foule by this ¢ ma- 
ny mea will promife that fuch and fuch things 


fhall be done, ifthe match may but go forward,and 


but make it good too : fo 


| doenot onely talke of it, 
| doe 
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Two meanes 
to bring our 
hearts and the 
promifes to- 
gether. 
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doe thou by undeniable arguments make goodto 
thyowne foule, the unconceivable good that will 
come tothy foule; nay,God hath pawned his truth 
totheeforit. As it was with Sechem Hamors fon, | 
Gen.34.24,whenhe would perfwade the Citizens 
to joine fide with him, he doth twothings ; Firft, 
he did commune with them inthe gates, and then | 
hee fhewes what undoubted good they fhouldbee | 
fureto get by it: Shall not: their cattell ; and their | 
fubftance, and every beaft that they have bee ours 2 
and hereby will they confent, if every one bee cir: 
cumcifed as they are. He communed ofthe bufines, 
and of the good that comes by it : fo likewife | 
let us commune withthe good of the promifes. 
Secondly, conclude that the good thou expe. 
Celt, fhall come thereby, and that all happineffe 

‘| hall come unto thy foule. Ifthou match with Je- : 
fus Chrift,thall not all his mercy, all his excellen- 
cy, all his merits and love, yea, & all hiscomforts 
and grace be thine ¢ Yes, every grace of Jefus 
Chrift, and all che comforts, notonly of this but |. 
of a better life. Wee ftand demurring upon the 
matters of agreement; ifwe might have agood | 

| ingagement what would. wee doe = layall thefe. 
afide, and know, thatif thou wilt have Chrift 
thou muft part with all, atid:then thou fhalt finde 
in him what ever thy heart defires : 1 Corinthians 
3-23. All a yours, and yee are Ghrifts, and Chrift 

| #5 Gods - fo fay to every of you, if Chrift-bee 
thine, then all is thine ;.nay, all the Divells malice 
fhall promote that which fhall make for thy good. 


| e | Therefore 
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‘Therefore, isthisfo, thatthe Lord Jefus Chrift is 
worthy of yourlove, and hath deferved it ? ishe 
worthy of more love then ali that youhave, and 
doth he feekeit 2 (for he hath fent me this day to 
entreat love at the hands and hearts of all you poore 
finners): you then that arein higher rankes and pla- 
ces, the ord Chriftis worthy of your affections, 
andhe doth offer love to all youthat are weary 


| and have need ,to every poor foule: now what an- 


{wer fhall I return to him in the evening ¢ fhall I 
fay,Lord I have tendered thy mercy, and it was re- 
fufed, and they fleightedthy mercy and thy pro- 
mife, andthey would none of Chrift; they have 
taken up their hearts with the world, therefore they 
cannot give up their hearts to thee ¢ Brethren, it 


| would grieve my heart to returne this anfwwer : 


Chrift Jefus becomes afuiter to you, and doth be- 
{eech you through meto be reconciled to him,and 
to bee bleffed by him for ever : Will you love the 
Lord Chrift ¢ let him have but love from you, 
that is all he cares for. I befeech you for the Lord 
Jefus Chirifts fake, ifyou will not love him nor his 
grace and mercy, yet love your owne felves 3 de- 
ny not this gracious offer, left hereafter you feeke 
forlove, and mercy, andcompaffion, and be re- 
fufedand condemned forever. Therefore give up 
all, andbid adieu to all other Lovers. And be- 
caufe it isnot in your power tolove Chrift, goe 
to the Father of love, andto the Spirit oflove, 
and entreat him but to ftrike one fparke of love 
from the promife, andfay, good Lord,is ittrue, 
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I have a bafe vile heart,and I have contemned thee 
my only comfort: but thouthat requireft love,thou 
that art the God of love, kindle but one {parke of 
lovein the heart of thy fervant,thae I may léve thee 
more than my felfe,and all things here below, 
_ Hitherto of thelove of Chrift. Next we 
will {peake of joy in God. 
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Hapak KUK: 3. 175:18- 

Although the Fig-tree {hall not bloffome, neither 
hall fruit be in the vines : the labour of the olive 
hall faile, ana the fields fhall yeeld no meat, the 
facke [hall be,cut off fromthe fold, and there fhall 
henoheardin the fialls > Yet Iwill rejoyce in the 
Lord, Iwill joy in the God of my {alvation. 


a 1S Text may fitly be called, Te 
BN poore mans comfort i” a deare yeare. It 
YB was the Prophets ftay in the great de- 
B<ae6 folationwhich hefore-faw to becom- 
ming bythe Chaldeans. Inthe firft Chapter hee 
complaines of Tfraels fine, and the Chaldeans 
crueltic. In the fecond, he fees a vifion of comfort 
forthe Church, and the deftruction of the ene- 
mies. Inthe third, he prayes for accomplifhment, 


and ftrengthens his faith in prayer, by recounting 
NL Re the 
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Expofition 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


a 


‘| toward the conclufion, hee profeffeth his owne 


which concerned both delight and necefiitie:that is, 


is On creme 


able comfort amidt.-it all, verf-18, 


not lowed, flockes and herds driven away, Tem.| 


Spiritual Love and Foy. ) 
the old dealings of God with his people. Now | 


hope and confidence in God; which, by his ex- 
ample he would worke all godly men unto. ‘True, 
hee was greatly afraid at the vengeance of God ; 
but by fearing before hand, he procured a fweet fe. 
curitie for time to come, verfe 16. That I might | 
reft in the day of trouble. And in the text he peakes | 
more fully, Although the Figge-tree [hall not blof- 
fome,cre. | gs ae 

In the words is, 1. A fuppofition of great evill | - 
which probably might come upon the Jewes, 
ver(.17. 2. A propofition of his awn unmoye-. 


OF thefuppofition. In many particulars'the Pro. 
phet fets forth an extreme vaftation and defolation 
of their countrey ; all commodities fhould faile, | 


Corne, Wine, Oyle,& other Fruits, both {mall and 
great Cattell, thofe in the fold, thofe in the ftall, 
Sheepe and Oxens all fhould come thort of the 
wonted plentic. I name foure wayes whereby 
fuch miferyinvades a nation, andthe particular in- 
habitants, 

Firft, by Warre,and the Sword, which layes 
all wafte where it comes, as in-Germany; the vines: 
cut, the fruit trees rooted up,’ th® corne burnt, or 


ples and houfes laid in their rubbith, and people 
flaughtered. Neither Eafterne nor Wefterne. Ba- 
bylonians can.affoord better termes ofagreement 


| | — with} 
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wicked arecrucll. 


weather, when the yeare of reftraints commeth, 
Jer. 14. 1. and then hee defcribes a grievous fa- 
mine ; the former and latter raine is with-holden, 
the (weet influence of the Pleiades is retrained, the 
heaven made as brafle, the earch as iron, unkindly 
windes, devouring wormes, blaft, mildew, and 
other evils which we have indured. | 

Thirdly, by loffes and cafualties which the 
wiledome of man cannot forefee, nor his power 
prevent. Thus the folds and ftalls of 706 were 
made empty. and the like hath befallen many a 
rich man, and may hereafter. To the world-ward 
none canrightly be accounted bleffed,but hee that 
isfairly buried : Others have wine, and oyle, and 
olives, and other daintiesin plentiful! meafure; but 
this orthat man hath loft his part, and hath much 
_adoe to fuftaine his neceffitie. 

Fourthly, by meere poverty, and utter difability 
‘tomake fuch provifions : Some never had thefe 
| fine things, mentioned in the Text, norhave, nor 

are likely ever to have,unleffe at other menstables : 
with fome, every yeare is adeare yeare, through 
their whole life, though fome pinch them more 
than other. A poore, empty, fmoke:bound cot: 
tage, with courfe bread, and water out of thenext 
ditch, muft containe and content them till theirdy- 

‘ing day. 
-Yetto fuchasthefe the propofition of Habakkuk 
exten- 
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Secondly, by drought, or other calamities of ill 
| 
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withthe Ifrael of God: The tender mercies of the Prov.t2. 10, | 


Job.38.31- 


Pfal, 46. I. 
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| emtendetl it felfe. Ifthe per | 
the joy alfo fhall bee alike: Zmél/ rejoyce in the 
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fons and caufes be alike, 


Lord, I will joy in the God of my falvation. lf Chrift 


tbe come into the houfe, and by him falvation, who 


fhall forbid them. to bee comfortable,as zacheus 
and the Jaylor ¢ | Sri Seren 

Twill rejayceia ihe Lord: ox, becaufe ofthe Lord, 
Bajehova; and fo inthe next claule, Baclohi:God is 
leftunto me, when all elfe is taken away: ftill I 
Thavea God totake comfortin. And.» 3 
_ “Firft, he is greayer matter of comfort, than any 


of thofe things can be of forfow and dejeGtion: for 


thofe are finiteevils, but God an infinite sood, =) 
Secondly, heis higher than they alls my com: 
fort lies out of the reach of all enemies,and all ad= 


| yerfities. 


Thirdly, bets nearerthan any of them: avery 
prefcnt refuge in the time of trouble. Loffes and 
crofles. goe neere to the heart,and tothe quick, but 
Godis nearer. ) 2 
Fourthiy, he is Jesova;in whom Irejoycey hath 
his being of himfelfe, and gives being to all the 
creatures, and preferves it fo longasihim pleafeth = 
Therefore by his benefit Efhail fabfift,- when all 
the fecundary meanes. of maintenance are inter. 
‘cepted: Man lives not by bread onely, but by every 
word that proccedeth out of the mouth of God, + 
Fitthly, bessthe God of my falvation > thatis, he 
faves my bodyand naturall life, whether -have 
meanes, Or no meaneszitis he that {trikes the maine 
ftroke, in my prefervation : by an Hebraifme oft 
called 


’ 
/ 


| P 
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called, The God of falvation : and this not only 


temporally , forthe body, but {piritually and eter- 
nally, for the foule.And then theargument is eafie; 
He that doth the greater, willdce the lefle too: 
God that faves us from hell & the Divell, will fave 
us from ftarving , andthe like miferies : Jehova, 
that became the Lord Fefus to us when we had no 
ftrength, will never fticke with us for trifles in com- 
parifon. . | ) 

This fweet and bleffed name meets him that 
reads the Text in the Originall: Baelohi jifhgni, 
which Saint Jerome tranflates, in God my Fe/us, or 


299 


Saviour: juftas the Virgin fang, My /pirit rejoyceth | Luke x 47. 
‘in God my Saviour: and Saint C4ufline preferres | De civic. Dei, 
the ufing of this, nomen amicius Gdulcins,beforethe | °1°-% 3° 


Septuagints, Deo falutari meo. Certaine it is, that by 
Chrift only we haveintereft in God, and canre- 


joyceinhim: There w no falvationin any other: nor| Aa gaz, 


any other name given under heaven, by wich weecan 
be faved. Andim him doe all true Chriftians tri- 
umph, Phil. 2.3. notin therighteoufnefle of the 
Law, norinany legal and carnall priviledges. And 
wee have amplecaufe torejoyce in him, even in 
the greateft: failing of naturall comforts, and grea- 
teft defolations thatcan come uponus. Although 
the fig-treeblofjome not, cre. Although there be a- 
nother drought,&-another,and ten years one after 
another, and a greater mortality of peftilence,: and 
the fword too, with all the mifchiefes that ac- 
company it, Yet I will rejoyceinthe Lord, Iwill 
joy inthe God of my falvation. ° 

Dottr. 


pire et gee 
Sa A na 
| - 


re er 


I PSE nen 


- ai ‘nae wee ee . il = ng on 

<% } ee | Pt ~ ee Oe ee ee ee | ee ee 4 x3 * a>: Fe Re = bs he c * Pe 8 
WS AL EF ee gaa eee, Hos Foe gee NERS “aes ‘ Se ee ats: S AN; BST Se 
be a2 Ba i Pie wee yh 4 ee aoe eS = a OS “i ere pa te aah a ‘ 


ene bakes 

i or a ORR he” > ne CE i Sis = ba 
% Ei aw “ee Neen, Eat oe ae. Ae oS, a 
‘y Dt eae wha Meas st ek 

mane Foye ' a 4 i eee 


300 ree Spiritual Loved Foy. . 


Ingreatet ) Dodér. However the world goes for comforts.of; 
Chriftians | Hature,yetin Chrift wee have full caufe to rejoyce, | 
have caufe | and fo fhould ftirreup our felvesto doe. See P/al. 
enough t0 | 426547,959;10,11.and 73: 25,26; 27,28." Dying| - 
God. | Facob lifted up himfelfe,by thinking on the falva-| 
tion which God had wrought for him: Gen.a9.18. 
Fob tript of all, -praifed God, as when hee had all 
abouthim. o/s, feeing him that is invifible,fea- 
red not the wrath ofthe King. cicaiah, having|  ~ 
feene God ina vifion, was nothing daunted at the | 
prefence of two glorious Kings. The three chil- 
dren, beleevingin God, regarded neither Webz- 7 
chadneXXars anger, nor the furnace extraordinarily 
heated. Sothe Apoftles, 445-4. and 5. andthe 
| Martyrs in feverall hiftories of the Church. 
Reafow 1. One reafon whereof may betaken from the va- 
Ecclef-1, 2. 


nity ofthe creature. Vanity of vanities, vanity of 
vantttles (faith the Preacher ) al/ wVanity and vexa- 
tion of {pirit. They are good comforts of nature 
wherethey may be had, and a good man will make 
them fo many encouragements in the way of grace: 
But God never appointed themto be part of the 
Gen.ty.r. | Saints portion : No, J amthy portion, thy buckler, 

‘| andgreat reward : andfothe Chriftian makes ac- | 
count, Lam.3.24.. The Lord is my portion, (aith my | 
foule, therefore will I hopein him. And he fets no | 


| 


fuch high price upon wine,oyle,or other comforts, 
jas that without them he fhould not rejoyce in his 

God.So he either parts with them the mote eafily, 
or wants them the more joyfully, 


hoe 


-The other ‘is taken from the fuperabundane 
| : excellency 


Reafon 2. 
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i. 


| excellencie ofthe Creator: 


| fomething to fet againft his particular maladie,with 
| a large over-plus of comfort. 


| and gubernation, P/al.92.4,5. Thou, Lord, haft 


very evils, drought, dearch, warre, &c. are they 


| they fhall continue? and ordered toa good end ? 
Rom.8.28. : | 


ourfongin the houfe of our pilgrimage, and the 
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Both in refpect of his Attributes, on which I, 
whiles a Chriftian meditates, hee fhall ever aie 


. And in refpea of his Workes, both’of Creation re 
and Providence ; and this, both for prefervation 


made me glad through thy worke : Iwill triuamph in 
the workes of thy hands : 0 Lord, how great are thy 
workes! andthy thoughts are very deepe! And thefe 


a 


not by Gods permiffion? and limited how long 


And in refpect of his ordinances : The Wordis at 


joyfull tidings of our falvation. The Sacrament is. 
a marriage fupper of the great King for his onely 
Sonne: Eate,O friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, | Cant. 5.x. 
0 beloved. Andthe Tabernacles of God are amia- | Pfal,84.1. 
ble, the onely joy of David, 

And in refpect of his unfpeakable benefits in and 
by Chrift: that one word (Salvation) isan epitome 
of all bleffings, it comprehends the caufes, means, 
effeéts,and perpetuitie of our blefledneffe, and ab- 
folute overthrow of the enemies; and {pecially the 
immediate: authour of falvation, which is Chrift. 
It would aske an: houres difcourfe, and more,to tell 
in particular what ample caufe we have to rejoyce 
in Chrift ;that if we had nothing left us, but naked. 
: C 


Ae 


. Pint ’ 
+ 


Chrift,in naked Chrift we fhould have Peace and 
Foy enough, Johs 16. 33. Chriftat the worftand 
pooreft is arich treafiwes what /oever became bim not 
Soot as God, is expedient and profitable unto us -.even his 
ef, mibiexpe- | fhamefull & accurfed death, Andif his death be fo 
| dite Tert. joyous and blifstull, what fhall his refurre@tion be, 
his afcenfion, feffion at the right hand of his Father, 
and interceffion for us, with allthe gracious execu. 
tion ofhis Kingly and Propheticall offices Why 
fhould the want of temporalls difturbe our joy in 
this God of falvationz 

Reteinecom: |  W/e 1. Of exhortation: To reteine our comfort, 
fort inGod, | as the Prophet here doth. As all true-hearted 
whatever | Chriftians fhould ftirre up themfelves to rejoyce 
Jamr9. |in God,and the fure mercies of David, while the 
| meanes of grace and of worldly comfort do con- 
tinue, fo efpecially,the Grother of low degree fhould 
rejoyce becaufe heis exalted (in {pirituall things) as 
high as any, and hath equall thare tz the God of fal- 
vation. In deepe povertie, in falling from a great 
eftate,in deare yeares, in defolation by warre if it | 

-fhould come, inall troubles and affliGions, ftill we 
| havea ground of joy,while Godis in heaven, and 
canhave recourfe to the Chriftian heart at plea- 
{ure : Hold thine owne, remember thy. evidences, 
make ufe of thy provifions; now isa time and occa- 
fiontofay as the Prophet, 4/zhough the Fig-tree 
| Pral46-1—$. bloffome not,é>c. and a$ the Pfalmift, God is our re. 
| Sageand firength, a very prefent helpe in trouble : 
therefore will we not feare though the earth bee remo- 
jredsere. Although the ftone cut my reines, my 
{pleene| 
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{pleene paine me, or other difeafes torment me; 
although I be put befide my meanes, turned out to 
the wide world,my wife and children fet to beg- 
| ging my felfe fhut up in prifon,and wait for the day 
| ofexecuticn ; although I meet with a peevifh and 
peftilentadverfary at the law, be defamed, know 
not how prefently to cleare mine innocencie, but 
goefor an evilldocr,&c. Yet 1 will rejayce in the 
Lord, 1 will joy in the God of my falvation. None 
ofall this can drive away the greatComforter from 
me,butrather he will folace me the more for thefe 
difcomforts inthe world: Chrift is left ftill, and 
the love of God, and the kingdome of heaven,to 
receive me out of the moft miferable fhipwracke, 
And the fame God that now admits me a gueft at 
histable, to eate of his {weet and fat things, will 
oneday make me fit downe with Abraham, I[aac, 
and Jacob inthe kingdome of heaven. ao. 
O my brethren,were not we our owne foes, and 
ftood in our owne light, what comfortable lives 
| fhould welead even inthe midft ofthe valley of the 
|hadow of death ! Were it not for paffion, impati- 
ence, covetoufneffe,doting on the fine things of the 
world, love of credit and reputation among world. 
lings, living too much the life of fenfe , formalitie 
in holy duties, fecuritie in putting away the evill 
day,and other corruption, certainly we fhould joy 
| in our God all the day long, whatever the yeare 
be,or can bring forth: we might doe what we are 
commanded, *Ail.4.4. Rejoycein the Lord alates, 
andagaine,I fay, Rejoyce. No dearth, or oan ae 
ou 
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Reproofe to 
‘them that 
grow uncom- 
fortable for 
crofies. 


Matth. 4. 3. 


| Meanes, as you are tied tothe ufe of them: or as if 


‘friends no longer. shane 
oe I know that in arguing you will not ftand to thefe 
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fhould take us unprovided. It is our owne faule,| 
that we totter or flagger at any time. Faith, hope, 
patience, contentment, and other graces,with the 
comforts of Gods holy Spirit, . will fetus. as un-| 
moveable as arock in the fea, amidft the greateft 
waves and ftormeswhatfoever. 

Ufer. Of Reprehenfions It is utterly a fault in| - 
Chriftians, ifthey: bee, melancholy and dejeéted, | 
becaule of croffe yeares, bad harvett, loffe in that 
or any other kinde, cafualries, calamities, or other 
evils, that come by the hand of God or man: as if 
youhad no hope in God, but onely in this prefent 
life, or in the things of this life; or as if God were 
not fufficient for- your comfort and bleffedneffe | 
without thefe temporalls; or had tied himfelfeto 


youmuft needs.gaine fo much, ‘at leaft fave your 
felves harmlefle,otherwife God and you will bee 


inferences, as truths, and willdeny the adoption of 
Gods children to depend on outward. comforts. 
But, he that whines; pines, fighes, is caft downe by 
the want of them, perhaps becaufe heis fomething 
abridged of his former plenty, what-doth hee but} . 
fay in effect, that outward profperitie is one figne 
‘of the childe of God? Confider and beware. Ttis 
adiabolicall {traine,to call our adoption into que- 
ftion,for prefent want of comforts for the body : if | 
‘thou be the Sonne of God, command that thefeftones be 
made bread, Ve difhonour God, torment ourown 


hearts, 
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| hearts, teare our owne flefh, fhorten our daies,haz- 
-zard ourpartin heaven, or at leaft make our way 
thither .more unpleafant than we need todoe. 

 Ufe 3. of Inflruction. Wee fee by this do@rine, 
what is the maine thing which we had moft need 
to doe,even in our. greateft peace and profperitie, 


namely, to doethe fame asthe Prophet here had 
done; make this fure to our hearts, that the Lord 


is the God of our falvation ; and every particular: 


Chriftian to his owne heartin particular, he isthe 
God of my falvation, therefore I will rejoyce in 
him ; although thefe and thefe evils fhould come, 
ftrange, grievous, tedious, yet I will rejoyce in the 
Lord, Iwill joy inthe God of wy falvation. 93 
 Qaeft. This were worth the having; but how 
fhould I get it’ I would doe any thing forit. 
Anfw. Tracke the foot-fteps of this Prophet 
throughout this prophefie. Ic is ‘not for every pro- 
fane or fenfuall liver to fay’, he will rejoyce iz 
God, @c. Sucharefent to weepe and howle for the 
mifery that fhall come upon them; and, woe unto yon 


that laugh now, yee fhall weepe sand, woe to them that 
are at eafein Ston; onely the righteous are called 


to rejoyce in the Lord, and they that are upright 
ta heart tofhoutfor joy and bee glad, P/a/. 32.14 
-| Therefore, acti 

_- Firft,look to the main,and be fure your peace be 
made with God. None but beleevers can rejoyce 
in God when great trials come; none elfe are righte- 
ous; none elfe have a faith to live by, Hab.2.4. The 
juft fhall live by bu faith, He that deceives himfelfe 

| xX 


Make this 
fure,God is the 
God of my fil- 


vA tM, « 


Jam. §.1. 
Luke 6.29. 
Amos 6. I. 


I. 
Meanes to re- 
joyce in evill 
times. 
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1in his faith,deceives himfelf alfo in his joy : Fancie, | 


| {uds,when he hath moft need of comfort ; well it} 


: ‘er:the Prophets courfe in this chapter, ver/. 1. U4 | 
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prefiumption, and felf-love willleave aman in the 


may uphold him while the fig-tree bloffomes ,ic.but | 
inthe defectof thefe it faileth too, and makes him | 
as penfive as before he was jocund. ‘ 
Secondly, after the forrowes of converfion at} 
the beginning,be fure alfo to be duely affected with | 
feareand forrow when God is fhewing his terrible 
workes in the land, fuch as. peftilence, dearth, 
drought,divifions of Reaben, 8c. The wife of heart | 
will confider and lay it to heart, and by renewing 
his repentance, take off the controverfie, fo farre as | 
it concerns himfelfe, if it cannot be done for others. 
So did this Prophet,chap.3.16. When I heard, my} 
belly trembled,my uh quivered at the voyce, rotten. | 
neffe entredinto my bones, and I trembled my {elfe, 
that Lmight reft in the day of trouble. When wee} 
teach joy in God amidft great calamities, we teach | 
not an Atheifticall & Cyclopicall contempt of the | 
judgements of God:God forbids but to take off the | 
edge & fharpnefle of affli@tions by the exercifes of | 
humiliation. ‘Even reckoning makes long friends: 
which is true of Godand his people, If wee would 
judge our felves, we fhould not be judged, ' 
Thirdly,be much and often in the dutie of pray- | 


prayer of Habakkuk the Prophet upon Sigionoth. No | 
ftream of joy will run ina dry yeare,but that which | 

{prings up from the mountaine of heaven. If wee | 
make our moane to our Father in heaven, and get | 

: , acom- | 
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la comfortable anfwer from him, that is comfort] 


\that will fticke by us, and ftay with us when wee 
i have moft need of it: Aske, that your joy may be 


Joh. 16. 24. 


Ht. 
|. Fourthly, becaufe Beggars muft not be chufers, 
-|nor may the holy Oneof Ifrael be limited, there- | 
fore refolve to wait the Lords leafure, #i// be have | 
mercy upon you,Pfal.123- 1,2. With Hab. 2.1.1] 
will fland upon my watch, and fet me upon the tower, | 
and will watch to fee what he will {ay unto me , and 
| what I fhallanfwer when I am reproved. Stay with 
God in his good wayes,at laft there will be a vifion 
| of comfort. Haftineffe of fpirit lofeth many a com- | 
 fortable returne of prayer. He that deleeveth, muft 
not make bafte. ; 
| Fifthly, in feeinginiquity abound, which thou 
‘| canft not helpe and redreffe, yetbe not fenfeleffe, 
\ but moane thy felfe & the evill times before God, 
by fafting and prayer. Thusour Prophet made his | 
| moane, Chap. 1. 253,4- O Lord, how long fhall I) 
\cry,and thou wilt not heare! even cry out unto thee 
of violence, and thou wilt not fave! why doeft thow| 
 fhew meciniquitie? Ge. They that mourned for'| 
ithe abominations of Jerufalem in the time of peace, | 
were marked in the foreheads in the time Of} Evek. 9.4. 
‘ltrouble and defolation. None fhall have the) 
_| vi@orie over finne, and the fad effeéts of it, but | 
hee that holdsgp the quarrell againftit, though | 
in prefent he get but little ground both in himfclfe 
!and others. | 
| Laftly, in feeing the oppreffion of men, (which 6: 
ne 3 2 Solomon 


Ifai. 28. 16.3) 


5° 
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| Pial.7 ee 


| Proy.1 e. 39. 


” Solomon faid is-apt to make awife man mad) look up 


and fuperttition ; The fig-tree bloffomes not, neither 


and other /pirituall evilse how 
| 2a the Lord,or joy in the God of our fa 


fromthe heart of a poore beleevers Before honony| 
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to God,& complain to him,and referre to him the 
righting of all iniuries: So did our Prophet, ch. x, 
12. Art thou not from everlafting, O Lord my God. 


mine holy One? we {hall not die,o Lord, thou haft or | 


dained them for judgement: and,O mightie God,thon 


haft eftablifhed them for correction. They are mig hty, | 


but Godis mightier than they,and will pay them 
one day forall the defolations they have made on 


earth. Downe fhall come tumbling one day both | 
the Chaire and Tower of Babylon,and the whore |: 
that was. drunken with the bloud of Saints,and of the | 


Martyrs of Felus. Now they lay whole coun. } 
tries wafte and defolate,to eftablith their idolatrie 


6 fruit inthe vinesyye. yet both thefe Churches in| 
their miferies have caufeto rejoyce im the God of 


their (alvation,and we for them. If we ply him weil | 


in prayer, we may yet {ee them reap in joy, after 


their {owing in teares;and as much rejoyce with Si- | 


on as ever we mournedfor Sion. And in themean. 
time,at the very worlt,Zruly: Ged is good to Ifrael, 
evento fuchas areofaclean heart. sr ond 


which it may be eafie to want, and yet rejoyceftill 


ob. Allthis while you difcourfe of temporals, |. 


inthe Lords but what fay-you to perfecution, to} 


the broken heart,to the terrors of God in the foule, 
CMA We Now -rejoyee | 
lvation ? 

c4n/w. None of thefe may banith all loy 


(faith 
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| Claith Solomon) geeth humility ; and before confola- 
tion,humiliation. They that fow in teares fhall reape 
injoy, Pfal. 120.5. Wewillopen this Text fome- 
| thing largely,and therein fatisfie the obje@ion the 
‘Imorefully..5 Ea, 
Itis to be underftood, : 

1of the Church in generall, The commonettate 
of Gods Church in this world, is to bee under the 
Croffe, andthe end of that is the Crowne of ioy | 
and glory. A good.iflue there is of all the Saints 
trials So in this Plalme, the Jewifh Church had 
been feventy yeares inthe hard captivitie of Baby- 
| lon: They hanged up their harpes at the willowess| par ony 

they wept at the rensembrance of Sion .their enemies | 2,'3. aU 

flouted them, and required fongs in their heavine(fe: 
too grievous to laft alwayes, their God raifeth 
up a Cyrus forthem, who fhall fend them home 
to their own countrey, and not fend them empty, 
but with great riches and encouragements: and, 
fooner or later, the Church fhall be rid of all ty. 
rants and perfecuters, Antichrift, Gog and Magog, 
and every enemy. es | 

2. of the particular members of the Church.Each 
| childe of God which is‘now under hatches, and 

often fore’dto water his plants, fhall one day re- 

ceive of the Lord double for allhis forrow and 
perplexitie: asininftances. 

Firft, in the a&. of converfion unto God, there is 
| much fear & forrow,both by the law condemning, 
and efpecially by the Gofpel aggravating fin to the 
| height of heynoufnefle. The Chriftian is wearte, 
7 2 he. heavie\ 
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2 Cor.7.1 Oo, 


| Joh.16.20,. 33. 


‘| bleffedand comfortable, Math. 5.354. and godly 
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him faith to lay holdon bis merit, whereby hee is 


forrow worketh repentance unto falvation, 
Secondly, in the holy aés of renewing our re- 
pentance: for example, before a Sacrament, in 


time of calamitie, at the worke of the Miniftery,a- 


x 


waking and {ummoning the heart to make peace} 
with God againe for relapfes: this cofteth the] — 
Chriftian fome paines and trouble of confcience, | 


and fometimes he is very low brought; but all is 
for fetling a ftronger and: firmer peace in his foule, 


pfal,30,5,11- Aftera ftorme Chrift ‘ever brings} 


agreatcalmeintothe heart. Fo 

Thirdly, in mourning for the abhominationsof 
thetimes. This takes away the comfort that others 
have to the world-ward, and macerates’a Chriftiz 
an with vexing; gricving, fighing , praying, fafting : 
but will procure the zarke of deliverance in the e- 
vill day, Ezek. 9.4. and joy withthe Churchand 


viour)Ye fhall weep, & the worldrejoyce,but your for 


dantly recompenced with joy in the holy Ghoft, 


| and the joy of heaven, M@at.5.10,11,12. The like 


of fuffering by the hand of God or men incommon 


affaires. | 


children of God, for whom fomtimes he vexed his | 
righteous foule,E/ay 66.r0,11. And (faith ourSa- | 


rom {ball beturned intojoy: in meyou fhal have peace.| 
-. Fourthly,in enduring the affliGtions of the Go | _ 
| {pel, or of the world, fhame,reproach, loffe, paine, | 

| perfecution for righteoufnelfe fake, fhall be abun- 


\heavie laden, poore in piri, mournfull, ready cote: 
fpaire.But here Chrift comprehends him,and gives} 


| affaires. They thatare well exerciled by affliGions, 
‘| fhall one day bee comforted, as Lazarus: all will 
endas a Comedie, in mirth and felicitie. 

‘All this is metaphorically compirfed in the Text, 
by a figure of fowing and. reaping, ufuiall in the 
Scripture : Sow to the fle(h or {pirit: fow liberally ana | Gal. 6.8 
reap liberally : the Lord gives bread to the fower : | > Cor. 9.6. 
| Light is [owen for the righteous,crc. A wet and cold Heiss os 

feed-time brings the husbandman afterward a plen- 
teous and ioyfull harveft: fo the fad times and oc- 
cafions that goe over Gods people, will firft or laft 
bring them a great meafure of joy, comfort, blef- 
fedneffe. Hearethe limitations a little. " 

1.Nottheteares themfelves,confidered inthem- 
felves, bring forth the joyfull crop,but the fowing in 
seares,Efau histeares were fhedtono purpofe: and 
iahell there will be weeping and walling, but be- 
caufethereis no fowiag, no goodcomesof it. It is 
onely the pretions feed (in verf.6.)that affoords the | 
ood fheaves :and it is required it be godly forrow, 
that we mourn for theabfence of the Bridegroome, | 
and that we faint not when wefow, neither in faith | Gal. 6. 9. 
nor obedience. In due time yce fballreap, #f yee faint | 
not. It were unreafonable to fow in September | 
and look to reap in octeber.No,ftay till the moneth | 
ofharveft, and then fee what bleffing God will | 
ive: The husband-man hath patience Cre. FAM.507. | 
2 Of the joy thatis to be reaped, here put for the} 
whole happine([e of a Chriftian, as 4 Chriftian, both) 
-| here & hereafter,according the Grecian falutation, | 
Zusealpew They joy before thee, according to the joy of 


2 Cor. 7. 9» 


) Ifai. 9. 3 
arvefte } 
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har-veft.1n this life a Chriftian hath the beginning 
& firft fruits of the Spirit, peace, joy, quietneffe, af- | 
furance for ever. In Chrift he thall have peace: by | 
sto be had; and the affli- 


the ordinances comfort i 
Ctions would be too tharp and heavie, if there were 
| not fome mixture of joy. But in the: worldto come 
we fhall have joy to the full: what is wanting now, | 
fhall be fupplied then to the uttermoft. ‘This rich X 
harveft will pay for all the coft.and labour, and pa- | 
tiencesgood meafure, prefled downe, and running 
over. | 
. 3+ Of the reaping of that joy, firtt it fhall be cer. 
taine, which no husband-man can promifetc him- 
felfe sa Chriftianis fare to reape ifhe fow. 4U/ ‘the 
promifes of God are Yea and Amen.Secondly, it fhall 
be sbundant,not an hundred for one} but a thou. | 
fand,yea,millions of degrees beyond our expences, |’ 
a farre mone exceeding, andeternall weight of glory, | 
Butmany a poore husband-man reapes {paringly, | 
{carcecan pay his rent and live, &c. Thirdly,ic fhall | 
| bez joy onely,all teares for ever wiped from our | 
cyes; no chaffe among our wheat, no darnell, nor | 
weeds of any kinde. The joy of this harveltis never 
done,the barns never emptied,the provifions never | . 
{pent,the labours no more repeated. Itis no proverb 
for thefe husband-men, Their worke is never at an | 
end. No,they ref from their labours, and their workes 
: follow them: henceforth they are blefjed,Rev.14. 13. 
|Sorrowfull | Docér, The forrowfull feed-time of true Chii- 
: ee a] ftians (in the exerciles of humiliation and mor- 
Jans a joyfull | tification)yeelds them’a rich & ioyful harveft: They 


} harvelt. 


! fhall 
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fhall be paid for all fooner or later. They fow in 
righteoufne(fe, and reapein mercy, Hof.to.12. they 
have their fruit unto holineffe , and the end ewerla- 
fing life,Rom.6.22. sks? ) 

Reafit, Becaufe of the promife of God. Thisin 
the Text is uttered by way of promife; andthere 
be many the like promifes in Scripture, which for 
the matter ofthem are precious, forthe manner 
free, for the extent univerfall,and for certainty moft 
faithfull, confirmed divers wayes,by oath,&c. 

2. Becaufethey are Acires of blefsing, the Hrael 


of God, partakers of the heavenly calling andpro- 


mife. Deftroy not the clufter, for thereis a blefsing 
in it, Efa.65.8,9- They areas av Oke, t's fub- 
fanceis inthem,though the leavesibecaft, Chap. 
6.13. namely, inand by Chrift, who makes them 
honourable before God,and capable of a found and 


| lafting joy. 


3. Becaufe of the precious feedwhich they beare 
forth, and muft bring home againe in the harvetft. 
The feed of God abidethia them, and they finne not 


as the wicked doe :.that is, the gifts: and graces of] Rom 11.29. 


the holy Ghoft,which are without repentance,of an 
immortall being,and immortall in the effe@, x.Per. 

I.23,24,25- aioe 
“4. The very field wherein they fow, isioyous and 
wholfome : Imeane, the duties they performe, 
and ordinances they. frequent. Prayer yeelds a 
comfortable anfwer of God to the foule : The 
Lords Supper affords much ioy and peace of con- 
{cience : hearing receivestheglad tydings of the 
3 _Gofpel, 


33 


And why? 
I. 


20 


32. 


IJoh. 3.9. 


6. 
Caufes of true 
joy aflured by 
mourning: 


| Sharpe Prea- 
chers make 
| yowgainers. 
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| Gofpel,. 8¢c. In the field lyeth atreafure, he that 
buyesit, goesaway rejoycing. 
5, The thedding ofthefe teares preventeth the 


| matter of future forrow : namely,the curfe of finne, 


the wrath of God , the deadneffe of heart , the 


| reigne of lufts, the fting and feare of death, the 
bitterneffe of perfecution. Having mourned be. | 
fore, andkept even with God from timetotime, | 
thereis the leffe forrow nowtobetaken. Isnotthe | - 
guiltineffe gone? and a fure foundation laid forcom- 


fort 2 HEI 
6. Asthe caufes of forrow are removed, fo the 
Chriftian by mourning makes fure to his foule all 


God, a part in Chrift, inhabitation ef the Spirit the 


| great Comforter, the white ftone and new name, 
the image of Godin thefoule, the teftimony ofa 
good confcience, intereft in the prayers of all 
Gods people, afanctified and fafe ufe ofall mer- 


cies, and afflictions, joyfull and aflured expeation 


full andthe immediatecaufe,. andthe effe@ will 
follow. | | et 

objection. What fay you to the cafe of defer- 
tion ¢ : "ae 

Anfw. Itis one day of the forrowfull feed-time; 


|the harveft-comes afterward:, ahd the Eclipfe 


‘the caufes of true joy : which are, the loveof 


, of the glory of heaven, Rom. 5. 1,2,3. Grantthe| 


will foone be over : in darkeneffethe Lord fhall bee| 


4 light unto me,Mic.7.8.Somelightfome paflages 
there are in the meane time. vores 
Ufe.t, Iffo,then by our fharpeft preaching you 

| receive 
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receive damage by usin nothing ; we make fome 
weepeand takeon for their finnes,we wring teares 
from them : wee takethem off from their pleafures 
offinne, whichare foramoment. But while you 
are feta fowing in teares, youare fet into theright 

| way of reaping in joy. We give you the beft coun- 
feli that can be given, and littledeferve that outcry 
that is made againft-us; Oh thisis bitter preaching, 
this man {peakes not in love, he would make usall 
defpaire,I thinke: and, Should not a Minifter come 
with the {piritof meekneffe? Yes, but not meeke- 
neffe oppofed to zeale: meekeneffe to the bruifed | 
reed, or broken heart; to others,fharpneffe. A cor- 
rofive for fome is wholfomeft, fome patients need 
lancing: andall is well, that ends well. Ifour prea- 
ching bring you to anharvelt of joy, no. matter 
though itcompelled you to fow in teares. And, 
what wife man will thinke his eftate either fo ho- 
I¥s orfo fafe,as to reject teares fora womianifh paf- 
10 ) 


Enemies help } 
the joy of true 
Chriftians. ' 


ne i : 
U/e.2. Iffo, then itis abootlefle thing to goe 
about to: grieve or difquiet a godly» Chriftian. 
| Thou makeft him cry perhaps ; butto whom ? is it 
not to his father in fecret, who will put all his/ 
teares into his bottle ¢ and isthere nota rich crop 
arifing out of this fad and dripping feed-time ¢ A 
‘ridiculous conceit, to thinke of drowning a fifh 
itva faire and pleafant river, it his owne element, he 
‘s where he wouldbee. Ridiculous alfo itis, to 
attemptthe making a true Chriftian unhappy, or 


weary of his eftate : for, even out of darknefle 
| arifeth 
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_ sarifeth light to him, out of teares joy, one contra-| 
ry out of another = the omnipotent grace. ‘of God) 
who promifed, will alfo docit. Indeed for carnall 

| men, you may fo fet them on weeping, thatthey | 
(Cor 7.109 | may dyeuponit : Worldly forrow caufeth death: But | 

2 ae with the godly it is not fo:God will ever hold them | 
upby the chinne, and lead them throngh all their 
waves toa fate and joyfull harbour. Well may 7x. 
lian and his fellowes mocke at this doétrine , and | 
tauntingly heape up more indignities upon the} 
Saints ; but God will blefflethem the more for their | 

_ | eurfing : ftay but till the appointed weekes of har. | 

veft, youfhall fee what itis tofow inteares, — | 

Eftceme none| . Afé-3+ If fo, then iudge notthe fate of whole| 

py prefent | Churches, or particularmembers, by prefent affii- |. 

guevances: | Ctions: thinke them not prefently miferable, after 
: thie feedis caft intothe ground ; itcabides many a 

t Cor.ry.36. | Cold blaft before harveftcome. It wot quickned, 
| except it dye ymuch leffe multiplied : -in July or 
cAugufi you will fee what is become of your 

Wheat and Rye. Intheday of judgement-at‘far- 

theft, you will fee the reward of true worthippers, 

& what confufion wil befall Papifts, Athiefts,{cof- | 
fers, hypocrites, idolaters,fuperftitious fooles,per- 
fecutors. Then yee fhall returne and fee a difference, 
Mal. 3.18. Now there is a difference, but thenit 
willappeare «now the iudgement of God is accor- 
ding to truth; butthat isa day ofthe declaration of 

Rom.2.5. | the righteous judgement of God. 

foow Sil, | Ufes 4. To. urge perfeverance in the good] 

tears. | Wayes of God, notwithftanding difcouragements, 

: 7 what | 


NO oy 
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teoufneffe ? what if the whole feafon prove a 
cold, wet , bluftering time, as the poore hus- 
band-manfometime findeth it ? What if {carce 


js an harveft comming, to make amends for all : 
| None hall abide with Chrift insemptation , but 
1. Chrift willappoint 4 Crowe unto him: And; as 
the mother goes through all her hard labour 
comfortably , in hope of achildeto bee borne, 
fo mutt the Difciples of Curis through 


not therefore, that yeé"may reape in due time ; 
Be ftrong inthe grace of Chrift, Fearenot: Bee 


shee a. Crowne of life. Thefe are evill times for 


veApeim]Oye ee io 

ufe 5. A ground of patiencein all {uffering ac. 
cording to the will of God,efpecially for the caule, 
the fervice,the faith,the truth of God, Seed caft into 
rhe earthis not caft away,nor loft, but will be im- 
proved to: good advantage : The husband-man 
willingly endures that coft, & adventures allto the 


bleffing of God: And firchisthy fickneffe, poverty, | 


|erouble inthe world, & other calamitie; when thou 

haft made agood ufe of it: A little patience. will 
make thee gainer thirty fold, fixty , an hundred, 
| : a thoufand 
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what if thou foweft in tearesto God and righ- 


aday goe over thy head, but thou either wee- | 
pet, orfighelt, or meetelt fome bitterneffe in’ 
thy life 2 yetis this an hopefull weeping ; there 


all tribulations, Joh 16. 20,21, 22. Faint: 


shou faithfull unto the death, and I will give} 


the difcouraging of zeale and piety 5 but re- 
member this Text, They that fow im. teares, hall 
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Luk.22.28,291 


Rey.2.10, 


Be patient in 
filtering for 
God. 


Comfort in 
: death, our own 
or friends. 


Joh.18.14. 


v 


pyabio & éedel- 
mpwes avd peg. 


Be paineful in 
thy calling, 


| recantations : Lofing their lives, they faved them: 
fowing to the fpirit liberally, they reaped life and | 
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athoufand fold more, ifreligion be the caufe of thy 

trouble. The Martyrs fowed in teares, but becaufe’ 
they carried forth precious feed,they brought their 
fheavesbacke with joy, finging in the prifons and 
flames, triumphing over their perfecutors, finding 
no eafe totheir mindes till they had recanted their 


immortality. | 
-6. Aground ofcomfort againft death, both our 


owne and our friends. Death isakinde of ‘fowing,| : 


though #2 weakne/fe,mortality,and difhonour,x Cor, 
15.36. Many teares are fed at the parting of 
friends, of husband and wife, of parents and chil- 


dren, of Paftors and people. Death is the King of. 


terrors, it hatha fting and bitterneffe : but where 
Chrift comes, not only the fting is taken forth, but 
the nature of itis altered, & there isa joyfull refur- 
rection, as a joyfull harveft, to makethe bodyrife 
in honour, in power, in livelinefle, and immortali- 


| ty, though fownea weak and contemptible body. 
| Chriftianity therefore here muft command mode- | 


ration toour mourning. Teares are naturall expref- 
fion$ of love and compaffion : and good men (they 
fay) areeafily difsolvea into teares But feeing religi- 
ontells of reaping injoy , our hearts muft thereby 
be fenced againft immoderatenefle of grieving. 

q. If fo, let every one follow his particular cal. 
ling painfully and faithfully , though with teares: 


-Minifters in fowing the feed of eternall life in the 


hearts of their people : Rich menin fowing upon 
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the waters, Or obiedts where they are never likely 
Ito finde their feed againe, 2Cor.9. 6. and poore 
men in praying abundantly for their Benefactors, 
for their Preachers, for their neighbours, for the 
peace of Sion : prayer isas feed caft into heaven, 
and therefore moft needs be fruitfull : Therefore, 
though praying, preaching, governing, ordering of 
the family, & other duties, be a fowing in teares,ac- 


many times , yet old not thine hand morning nor 
evening; obferve not the winde nor raine; he that 
doth fhall neither fow nor reap incomfort, Eccle/. 


fII. Ae . % 
8. A motiveit is to beginning and renewing our 
repentance. ) 


Firft,feare not the harfhneffe of turning to God : 
| Say not, a Lyonis inthe way, a Beare will meete 
mein the ftreets ; fome trouble there is, butfoone 
to be overtaken with peace and joy * trouble, but 
with promife : trouble, but nothing to the trouble 
and mifery which impenitentperfons referve them- 
| {elves unto, No fowing in teares,no reaping in joy. 
A lazie husband-man, that flyes winde and wea- 
| ther, mutt looke for no crop in harveft : nora lazie 


| Chriftian. ¢ 


\ 
} 


| dance of joy init:this bread ffrengthens mans heart, 
| andthis wine makes it glad, as Pfal. 104.15. this 
| feaft of fat and {weet things will in prefent make us 
| reap inmuch joy , though nothing to that which 
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companied with many difficulties,thankleffe offices | 


>. Bewilling ftill to renew your repentance, | Andco renew 


| {pecially before the Sacrament’; this hath abun- pur sapens 
ance, 


remaines 


Encourage- 
ment to re- 
pent of finne. } 


remaines for hereafter. Prefently faith is frengthe-| 
ned, and the joy of faith increafed withall, and the}. 
| Chriftian that hath gone worthily, hall walke in 
the ftrength of that banket holily and comfortably | _ 
for many dayes afterward. Therefore what if you | 
fow alittle in teares before-hand, whileft youexa- 
mine your eftate,be waile your unworthinefle,con- 
| fefleyour fins, fuefor peace with God, and tolay 
hold oneternall life What if due preparation coft | 
| you wellthe fetting on ¢ endure all inhope ofthe} 
| harvelt. AG | 3 ; 
| My brethren be awakened from fecurity : you! 
finde your evidences for heaven fomewhat muddy, | 
| and chat you had need renew your covendnt with | 
God, and Oh that you could get the old feelings, | 
and the comforts that fometimes you had ! Todo 
_|that, renew yourrepentance ; fowa little more, 
__| thoughin teares 5 digeft all well, becaufe youdoall | 
linhope, and with a promife,that they who fowin 
| Feares, foal reap in joy. pao ais 
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